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DEDICATION. 



CAPTAIN RICHARD GAINE JANVERIN, R.N. 

SIR, 

AlthougHj^ without permission, 
I borrowed yoiur features to draw the picture 
of a Post Captain as he should be^ in the 
first number of my Naval Advocate^ it is 
neither your professional capacity, intrepidity, 
hospitality, nor humanity^ that have induced 
me to offer you this unequivocal mark of public 
homage and grateful attachment; but that 
proud and unbending public spirit by which 
you are distinguished beyond most of your 
equals or superiors in rank. It is that noble 
quality, which, in a naval officer, is far more 
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rare than eminent science^ valor^ or gene- 
rosity^ that consecrates the propriety of this 
spontaneous tribute. You resisted pretensions 
advanced by a commander-in-chief; you 
brought the validity of his claims to the 
test of a court of law^ — actions that required 
greater fortitude than the most desperate 
attack against an enemy's ship or battery: 
the claim was declared to be illegal^ and 
you emancipated the Naval Service from its 
longer endurance. 

That you may be as prosperous as your 
heart is benevolent^ is the ardent desire of 

THE AUTHOK. 

' London, 9th May, 1818. 



PREFACE. 



The present Work was originally intended by the 
Author to have been a miscellany; and the 
sketches of the reigns of the different sovereigns 
were to have been given as an Appendix, made 
up of selections. Eleven or twelve sheets were 
printed ere that plan was abandoned, and an 
original work determined on. It was next disco- 
vered that one volume would not contain the 
matter that was indispensibly necessary, which 
was then divided into two volumes; but such was 
its redundancy, that the lives of the late and pre- 
sent kings of Sweden, and the late and present 
kings of Denmark, as well as some intended 
comments on the political opinions respecting 
Russia, by Mr. Leckie and Lieut.-General Sir 
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Robert Wilson, were necessarily omitted; they 
must otherwise have been reduced to the limits of 
an index. 

In December last, a pause occurred in the exe- 
cution of the work, during which, the Author 
endeavoured to procure, from various sources, 
those authentic and original facts which were 
essential to complete his work, and calculated to 
distinguish it from a mere compilation. 

The Swedes are eminent for hospitality and 
every social virtue ; and their character has been 
wilfully assailed, or i^sually misunderstood, by 
British tourists. In the hour of persecution, Mr. 
Brown found a secure and most agi'eeable asylum 
there. It was an act of duty to those whose 
friendship he had enjoyed to publish the criticisms 
oti the works of travellers in Sweden, which appear 
in the second volume, not with a view to decry 
the general merits of the authors alluded to, buf 
to display their local errors, and correct their too 
frequent acerbity. 

The sources^, whence he borrowed matter for 
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his work, are so generally given with the quota- 
tions, that he is not conscious of a single omission 
of importance. 

From the causes recited, the life of Charles 
the Fourteenth John (as well as others) could not 
be given, but the plate is still prefixed, because 
the secret of his elevation is first developed in 
these pages, and the Author intends to translate 
from Swedish authorities a third volume, that 
shall contain the extraordinary and eventful life 
of that monarch. 

London J May 9tk^ 1818. 
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Reflections rti ^Ae Danish Revolution of 1660.* - 

OUR historianii infbrm ^, tbfett in th6 seven* 
teenth century; the tyraniiy, indolence, and rapa- 
city of the nobles had attaihed such a height that, 
to deliver themselves froln the humiliating and op- 
pressive yoke/ the clergy, hiirgers, and peasantry 
Surrendered to the crbw til iheir rights and 
privilieges; making the miohjilreh absolute, ai^d 
themselves arid posterity slavei& ! But why do I 

4 'Thte interesdiig portion of the l^lecret History of the Couri$ 
pf St^ed^ and Denmark was copied and translated from a Danish 
]|f& found on board the United States* merchantman, the Clyde, 
AIcOTn master^ laden with French and Dutch colonial produce, 
and bound from New York to Amsterdam ; detained off the Start 
by the Dapper gun-brijg, Lieutenaat Gardner eommatider, and lant 
jnfia Plyimmyi, Febrmfryil807. 
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vc rights of the unborn to 
.sy by the folly or baseness 
Certainly not: and we have 
^kU du restore the freedom of 
^.^ .?ia- weak and infatuated fore- 
^ ay it at the foot of Frederick 
/I atol the stains on our annals, this is 
.^a^MceAU. It is also one of the most 
i(^ ^voats recorded in modem history. 
^ jh^ doubt but some creatures of the 
>^^ upon the exasperated feel- 
A ^ bui^rs, persuaded them that the 
X ^4^'^ttal mode of avenging their wrongs 
^^^[^^^^(^ in making the monarchy absolute ! Yet, 
^ ^ aaeaas incomprehensibie how a race of men 
jHniainated by the reformation, who were far from 
jl^l^Mte» well viepsed in their political rights, and 
yfho had recently covered themselves with glory 
jn defdnding the metropolis, could be so cont* 
pletely infatqate^' as to act in this base and 
^^ii^ed msftmer. Their infamy is the more appa* 
l>^t m they were inured to war, were flu3he4 
by victory, had tbeir weapons still in their hand3# 
and their vile oppressors were cooped up withio 
the walls of their city! 3y the same effort of 
mind, and at a less personal risk than it required 
to reduce themselves and posterity to the con* 
dition of slaves, they might have humbled tlie 
accursed o|ljarchy that devoured and degraded 
Denmark; have strippj^ them of their territorial 
spoils, their feudal W^/r^^-Has their tyrannies w^e 
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improperly called ; and every other usurpation ; 
and, with all facility, have elevated themselves 
to the rank of freemen :~while borrowing from 
England that representative system which our an* 
cestors, the Goths, carried thither in their first ex- 
peditions, they might have laid the deep and broad 
foundations of a free commonwealth, with a consti- 
tutional king at its head : by which means Den* 
mark would at this day have equalled England 
in wealth, power, and fame ! The c^own was at 
that moment elective : and the ojlfarchs lorded 
it with equal insolence over the king and the 
people. If, therefore, this base conspiracy on the 
part of the commonalty, had been discovered by 
the aristocracy, time enough to have pre- 
vented its execution; the fierce, haughty, vin- 
dictive o|Uarchs, would have washed out the crime 
meditated by the silly commoners with their 
blood I Not so, if they had aimed at establishing 
a government altogether republican ; because, 
under that system, the nobles would not have 
been subjected to the king, who was before sub- 
jected to them ; and it was the sole object of 
the burgers to reduce the nobles to a state of sla- 
very and degradation ! The heroism displayed by 
Frederick the Third, in defending his capital 
against the Swedes, had rendered him deservedly 
popular, whilst the nobles were detested on 
account of the disaffection, if not cowardice, that 
many of them had displayed in the unfortunate 
wars with Sweden. The king, to secure hin 
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crown from the power of the nobles^ would nd 
doubt, have readily entered into the view^.of the 
people; and iiave ratified their freedom in return 
for their rendering the^rown hereditary, and inde* 
pendent of the. o|lmrchy. Instead of, acting 
flius nobly and wisely;*— with a frantic hand they 
tore the.laurel3 from their brows, and surrendered 
unconditionally and without any equivalent — for 
what is there equivalent to such a. sacrifice? 
their lives, their lib^ty, property, honor, to the 
king : investing him; and: his heirs n;iale for ever 
with the uncontrolled power to wage war, nego- 
tiate peace, to ced^ provinces, Jevy taxes, expend 
treasures, spill the blood of bis people by unne* 
ceasary wars, — :by the axe of the executioner; 
and plunge them into solitary dungeons, there to 
rot in darkness, without the king or his ministers 
being .accountable to any human being ! Stu- 
pendous folly and wickedness ! I blush as I 
write, a;t tjie degieneraoy of my ancestors. This 
.vile; polluting, and degradiug revolution was 
btougUt about by a few gf the leading burgers in 
Goperihagett, backed by the blind cojifidence and 
beated passions of tjie lowest classes, and aided 
by the secret influence, the gold, and the power of 
■the crownl The blow Was struckj.jjth^ liberties 
of the Dams\ existent, ot to be .born, were clan- 
jdestinely surrendered ; and the crown elevated 
:on the ruins of liberty,- ere the great mass of the 
•.people knew that the. dire expedient was in 
lagitationl \tx a delirium of joy the. burgers of 
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CopenhsigBh sung * lo Poeans, -that the tyranny of 
the nobles was no more. Silly wretches!" A 
short time taught them that the, crown, to pre-r 
vent the enraged o|[lmrchs from calling in the 
Swedes, made a compromise, arid left that obnoxi- 
ous class of privileged men all their territoiial 
domains, however acquired ; all theit feudal claimi^ 
and exactions. They could no longer dictate to 
the king, but each could play the petty tyrant 
on his own estates, and spread desolation and 
misery among their unhappy dependants,' who 
were still left subjected to their insolence and 
power. A short time opened the eyes of the infa- 
tuated burgers, but the mischief was done ; and a 
standing army protected the throne which the 
stupid burgers had made absolute, and rendered 
their regrets and remorse alike unavailing., 

Our historians in vain endeavour to palhate 
this act c^ political suicide. Amongst innumerable 
attempits to exteniiate its infamy, they pretend 
that so; transcendently great were the merits of 
Frederick the Third, that the nation had nd other 
means oi affording him an adequate proof of its 
gratitude and devotion ! Silly casuistry ! Con- 
temptible sophists ! What individual had so much 
to lose as the king ? Certainly no one ; and coa- 
sequently no one had a stimulant equally strong 
to propel him to great exertions. His wisdom, 
fortitude^ valour, were admitted and admired by 
friend and foe; by the Swede and by the Dane. 
He prieserved his throne and his metropolis. 
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The glory of the achievement, and the love and 
praise of his people, and of posterity, offered 
the only recompense to which he ought to have 
aspired. 

The same historians*, as an excuse for this 
sad monument of popular frenzy and delinquency, 
tell us that the nobles w^ere corrupt, tyrannical, 
and oppressive ; that, in their legislative capa- 
city, they levied enormous burthens on the la- 
bouring hind, and the industrious citizens, from 
which those drones not merely remained exempt- 
ed; but contrived, in their capacity as gene- 
rals, governors, or ministers, to intercept a large 
proportion of those taxes wrung from the hard 
hand of the toil-wOrn, sinewy labourer, and his 
half-famished family. Qur time serving historiam 
assert, that this foul ogUarchy ^to get rid of which 
moral pestilence our liberties were all destroyed) 
with one hand oppressed and controlled the crown, 
obtruding their creatures and partisans into all 
places of high trust and great emolument; whilst, 
with the other they scourged, debased, plundered, 
and enslaved the people. This venal class of 
privileged men, met with mockery and contempt 
the remonstrance and petitions of the com- 
monalty, insolently denying the truth of self- 
evident grievances ; and not merely denying them 
redress, and adding insult to their wpongs, but 
visiting them with still heavier burthens, and 
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laying them under more humiliating restraints! 
Hence, out courtly histormjis infer, that there remain- 
ed no other way of getting rid of those accursed 
devourers, than by making the crown of Denmark 
arbitrary and hereditary. The people, from One 
extremity of the Danish dominions to the other, 
should have destroyed the power of those des- 
picable and cruel ofliarchs ; leA^elled their moated 
and turreted castles with the earth ; and set the 
bondsman free ; thus should they have got rid 
of that ojfliarchy which, like a huge and loath- 
some wen on the human body, impaired its 
strength and disfigured its beauty. Instead of 
which, surely in a moment of general madness, to 
gratify an absurd spirit of vengeance, the citizens 
of Copenhagen e%i^Ym\iBd— despotism by law! That 
their posterity have not suffered by the folly 
and delinquency of their ancestors in an equal 
degree with those unhappy nations whose harder 
destiny bowed their necks to a Bourbon yoke, has 
arisen from the superior quality of our princes, 
who, since this scandalous revolution, have ruled 
Denmark and its dependencies. Possessing unli- 
mited sovereignty in the fullest and most ample 
meaning of the term, it redounds to the glory of 
our autocrats; for such are our kings, as well as 
the czars of Russia, that they have jyermitted us to 
be governed by law, instead of a ukase ; that they 
have allowed us the liberty of discoursing or 
writing with freedom on political subjects, instead 
of shedding our blood on scaffolds ; or, a la 
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Bourbon, throwing us into lonesome cells, and 
there leaving us to perish. But this clemency, 
so honourable to our illustrious kings, has the 
dangerous tendency of rendering despotism less 
odious, less frightful^ less disgusting, than it ap- 
pears when hung round by chains and implements 
of torture ; by Utters de cachet and Bastilles, which 
decorated the splendid despotisms of the Bourbons^ 
ere their merited fall and eternal banishment from 
France. It is to the niercy of our kings, and 
not to the prudence of our ancestors, that we are 
indebted for an exemption from most of the evils 
attendant on despotism. The example of justice 
and moderation afforded by our mild monarchs, 
each of whom, had he been a Nero in heart, 
might, like Nero, have wallowed in the blood of 
the most illustrious citizens, goes a considerable 
length towards establishing the justice of Pope's 
dubious aphorism : — 

" On forms of government htfooh contest ^ 
Whatever' s best administered^ u be^l,-'' 

One of the greatest calamities that can befaT 
any nation ; one of the most certain omens of its 
speedy fall, is the declining state of the labouring 
classes on whose labour the wealth of every su- 
perior class is grounded* That degrading revo- 
lution, which calls a blush into my cheeks as I 
treat of its baseness, reduced the political, but 
not the stigmurial^ power of our nobles— was 
fatal to our poor hinds ; for the monarchs, assum- 
ing a degree of pomp unknown to their electoral 
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predecessors, fearful . of offending the . wealthy 
burghers, increased the burthens of the agti* 
culturists/ and the weight of this cumbrous 
pomp fell principally on the labouriug peasant* 
The. nobleman, driven friom the court and the 
treasury, forced ^into an involuntary rusticationt 
8ought> by increasing his exactions in. every poa* 
sible way, to gain in wealth what, he had lost in 
power ; whilstour poor peasantry fared even worse 
than the beast of the field belonging to his lord ; 
for having a property in the beast, the lord' had 
an interest in providing! it with provender and 
shelter from the iseverity of our northern winters. 
Jfot 60 with the poor hindi he was left to struggle 
with famine and taxation. His sole inheritance 
was ignorance and bondage. From his birth, in 
^ome squalid hovel, he has been, till lately> ex* 
posed to privations of every kind, to humiliatiens 
of the most debasing description. If nature 
blessedthe wife or daughter vnth beauty, the lust 
of his lord demanded its possession. In lus cheeiv 
less hut reigned vrant and wretchedness.. .'Filthy 
in his habits, base in his prbpenisities, he: exhi- 
bited the bitter fruits of aristbcratical despotisnji 
in its most appalling form ; and his whole Ijfe, 
from his cradle to his grave, was but one confinual 
scene of wretched^ and hopeless servitude. 

The two greatest errors of our monarchs have 
been these : the too great splendor of their courts, 
and the too great extent of their standing army : 
that dreadful pressure and incessant drain on the 
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feeble resources of their country* The splendor 
of our court in the last reigns, aod the early part 
of this,* illustrated the tnith of that bold assertion 
made by a celebrated American writer, that in 
despotic states, and voluptuous regal courts, the 
mere trappings and embellishments of a monarchy 
cost more money, than, under a frugal system of 
republican government, would suffice for all the 
cxpences of the state I Yet, how few of our kings 
have really exercised the sovereignty conferred 
on them in 16G0 ! During all the latter part of the 
reign of Frederick the Fifth, he was a mere automa* 
ton ; governed by Count, alias King Molckte, or, by 
his ambitious consort, Juliana Maria, As to the 
present king (Christian the Seventh,) it wasonly du- 
ring a very short interval that he really reigned, A 
Holcke, a Struensee, Juliana Maria, by turns pos- 
sessed and abused the sovereignty. In short, he 
that wears a despotic crown is seldom the person 
who exercises the sovereign power : and after all» I 
am decidedly of opinion, that the President of the 
United States enjoys, under the sanction of the 
law, more real political power then any despotic 
prince in either of the four quarters of the globe. 

Copenhagen, 1804. V. D, 

* Christian VIK 
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CHAP. II. 

Frederick the Bfth.-^-His Character.— The Came ^* 
hU Intemperance. — Character and Anecdotee of 
Juliana Maria. — Anecdotes^ ff Christian the 
Seventh, when Crown Prince. 

Fredsbick the Fifth, the father of our pre- 
sent monarch (Christian the Seventh) was a wise» 
magnificent, liberal prince; the patron of men 
of genius, science, and learning, and the idol of a 
grateful people. Suddenly, a marked change 
took place in his habits and his manners : he lost 
all rebsh for those exalted pursuits to which hi 
had been attached, and gave himself up to ex* 
cessive and continual inebriety, whereby he 
impaired his fiE^mlties, physical and mental, and 
shortened his days. Whilst the memory of this 
solitary vice, that sullied his character, is ^ne* 
rally known, the secret and powerful cause 
that led to this melancholy alteration, (except to 
a few, who, during the life-time of his second 
queen, dared not ^ve it utterance ; and most 
ef whom have since descended to the grave), 
has remained buried in oblivion. This accom- 
plished monarch had two consorts; the first, and 
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deservedly the best beloved, was the English 
princess Louisa, daughter of George the Second, by 
whom he had the wretched and imbecile prince 
who yet bears the title of king of Denmark ; and 
Sophia Magdalena, married to Gustavus the Third of 
Sweden, who fell by the hand of Ankarstrom: 
for his second wife, our favorite monarch, in 
an evil hour, to6k Juliana Maria, daughter of 
Ferdinand Albert, duke of Brunswick Wolfen- 
buttle ; an unhappy choice that was the source of 
many and heavy domestic calamities. 

Bad passions will obtrude into palaces as well 
as cottages, and when they chance to obtain full 
pos9^ssion,of a queen, they are likely to hurry 
her to acts more atrocious than a female of hum* 
ble ^ank, because her power to commit wicked- 
nes9. is so much greater. The events of common 
life too qfteu exhibit the most lamentable scenes 
Mising from the jealousy and hatred of callous 
and unfeeling step-mothers who oppress the chil- 
dren of their predecessor* Such was the character 
of Maria Juliana. She hated the presence of the 
children of the deceased queen ; and, if she had 
dared, would have quickly sent them to follow their 
mother to the grave ; for the propensities of her na- 
ture were mostly of a selfish and ambitious kind. 
At an early age, in her father's petty »caurt, she was 
a great dabUer in political intrigues : in her temper 
sullen,: cruel, and vindictive; extremely penu- 
rious; /oargetful of benefite, but seldom failing to 
Jbveng© iftn injury .tenfold,; above, all, a most pro- 
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foimd dissembler, 4hd able to wear a smile on 
her face, aad shew all manner of civilities to the 
person most mortally hated, and whose destruction, 
at that very moment, she might be planning. 

Such was the step-mother whom Frederick 
the Fifth, placed over the children of Queen 
Louisa ! The king possessed great sensibility, and 
in spite of all the pretended fondness of his new 
consort, he soon ascertained that she did not love 
thewv Frederick often indulged his feehngsso far» 
as to have the children brought to him, whom he 
caressed with every mark of strong affection ; on 
these occasions the crafty step-mother would 
participate in his affectionate regafd of the inno- 
cent babes, whilst her black heart cherished the 
most deadly rancour. Finding herself pregnant, 
»he flattered her ambition with the hope of pre- 
senting her lord with a new object of affection, 
that should not fail to wean his regards from the 
fair and white haired boy of Louisa, who was the 
king s darhng. Instead, however, of a child cal- 
culated to prove a successful rival to the beautiful 
Christian, the cruel and envious queen brought 
forth a weakly, deformed, iufant; whose appear- 
ance was calculated to excite commisse ration 
mingled with disgust, rather than love. This de- 
formed child, contrary to expectation, lived; and 
as its strength and size encreased, it shewed a 
disposition the exact reverse of Christian's ; and, 
owing perhaps to organic defects, was cross. 



14 SECRET HISTORV OF THE 

iullen, and unmanageable. This was a source of 
soiTow to the good and humane king, and of unut- 
terable misery to the queen, whose aversion towards 
Christian increased as she saw the healthy, play- 
ful, volatile boy becoming more and more the pride 
and hope of his fond father, who, nevertheless, 
did not neglect the deformed Frederick, nor fail 
to bestow upon him proofs of a regard truly 
paternal. At length, to such a pitch did tliat 
wicked woman suffer malice and envy to carry 
her, that, to secure the crown for her deformed 
eon, she resolved to cut off the blooming young 
CJhristian by poison. Having determined to com- 
mit murder, she soon found, what she beheved to 
be, a favorable opportunity. The young prince 
happened to be indisposed. The cruel step- 
mother, under the specious pretext of fondness, 
was frequent in her visits ere an opportunity of 
attempting the horrid deed presented itself. At 
length she found the prince's favorite nurse pre- 
paring some gruel for her young charge over a 
silver lamp, and there Avas no other attendant in 
the chamber. She ordered the nurse to go to her 
closet to fetch her something; and as soon as 
the door closed she approached the lamp, and in- 
stantly infused a mineral poison into the gmel, a 
small part of which, if it had been swallowed by her 
unconscious victim, would have occasioned his 
death. The nurse in question was named, 
' — -, by birth a Norwegian; and had 
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been many years a confidential servant of the 
royal family. She attended Queen Louisa, at 
the birth of Prince Christian ; she strove to 
sooth the last moments of her existence, and 
she really felt towards her children, all the aflFec* 
tion of a mother. Having long entertained sus* 
picions of the queen's intentions, she was ever sus- 
picious and watchful of Juliana Maria's proceed* 
ings that in any way affected the young prince. At 

the moment entered the apartment, her 

heart fraught with murder and the poison in her 
hand, there might, in spite of all her circumspec- 
tion and self-command, be some peculiar expres- 
sion imprinted on her countenance, her eye, or 
lone of voice, that alarmed the worst fears of the 
faithful and vigilant matron, who, instead of going 
to the queen's apartments that were in the grand 
front, went only a few steps and returned softly 
to the door, and distinctly perceived the queen 
infusing something from a paper into the gruel, 
which she appeared to stir in the silver saucepan 
that contained it ; which done, she then replaced it 
on the lamp- frame in the same position as the 
nurse had left it. Horror curdled the blood in 
the veins of the nurse, as she beheld this scene. 
Had the queen offered the gruel to the prince, she 
Vould have rushed in and torn it from her ; but, 
Juhana, paced the room with a quick and hur- 
ried step, — her hands clenched together and a 
strong expression of suppressed misery playing 
on her stern features. Just then Madame 
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BigV' a domestic named Wolff, cross the gallery ;* 
him she beckoned to come near, and in a whisper 
told him to go to Count Molckte, and give him a 
tif^g fhsLt she handed to him, and request his 
epd^^ency to jnake haste to the apartment of the 
Gjoytn Prince. She knew thajt when the count 
saw J;^ token, it would not fail to fix his attention 
as^d^produce immediate acquiescence. This done, 
f]ie .iHB-entered the room, her looks aud maimer 
betraying the painful emotions that, filled her 
heart^; iThe queen, without noticing her coming 
ia^ sooner, than she CQuld^, if she had gone to the 
front of the palace, told her to take the gruel 
tq the prince, as it was sufficiently boiled, and 
WQilld no doubt do kimgaod! . Every limb shook 
with horror as the nurse took up the saucepan :-^ 
" Why doij't you go With it to the prince," said 
Juliana^ " Pardon me, gracious queeUi" said the 
honest-hearted woman, " it ia my d^ty to disobey 
you/' Darting a withering look at the nurse, she 
exclaimed ** How dare youdisobey my commands?" 
The nurse replied not, but, as the tears streamed 
from her eyes, she looked significantly at the 
gruel, and mournfully shook her head. , Thrown 
off her guard by passion, the queen ordered the 
nurse out of the room ; who stood immovable as a 
statue, holding the saucepan in her hand. Equally 
torn by rage and fear^ on seeing her wicked plot 
thus frustrated, and infamy and ruin suspended 

'; \ * In the Meijenin, or low wings that connected the principal 

fronts of this vasTcdifec. 
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over her head, like the sword of Damocles, by a 
single hair, the queen, ever fertile in resources^ 
took the desperate resolution to accuse the nurse of 
having attempted to commit the crime she herself 
came to perpetrate ! Sudden as lightning she acted 
on this diabolical impulse : and turning towards a 
bell, rang it furiously : a gentleman of the prince's 
suite entered, and beheld in silent amazement, the 
scene before him. " Go," said Juliana, '* to M. 
Guldberg, and tell him to come instantly to 
me." The gentleman bowed and withdrew. 
" Now wretch," said the furious queen, her eyes 
flashing fire, "thou shaltfeel the full weight of ray 
vengeance; thy limbs shall be broken on the 
wheel for having attempted to poison the crown 
prince: the proofs of thy guilt are now in 
thine hands." 

'* May God forgive you, queen," said the as- 
tonished woman, '* as 1 can pardon you for my 
death, if I am the humble means of saving the 
son of my beloved mistress," Just then Count 
Molckte entered the room. ** Behold in that 
wicked woman," said the pale and passion-torn 
queen, *' a wretch whom I have detected in the 
very act of administering poison to the crown 
prince ! Call in the guards ! when the king returns 
he will order her to be put to the severest torture, 
to force her to confess by whom she has been su- 
borned to the commission of this horrible crime," 
The count heard the queen in respectful silence : 
In a grave and severe tone, he said, *' I wish to 
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e^peak with your majesty alone : shall I attend 
your majesty in your own apartment or order 

Madame —to withdraw V Little suspecting 

t|iat this minister had long kept a watchful eye o^'er 
her, conduct; and was in possession of other evi- 
dedlce of a criminating tendency, besides that of 
the nurse, who stood calm and undaunted amid$t 
tHis storm of guilty passion — ^Juliana exclaimed^ 
** What ! are you too, count, an enemy to the 
cxown prince, and the accomplice of this trembling 
cidprit?" " How can your majesty harbotir such 
a. thought: he coolly replied:^ — my son would not 
succeed to the throne if the crown prince were 
ao.more." Count Molckte was a man of ke€^ 
penetration, and perfectly a courtier. His looks im- 
plied more than his words : the abashed and guilty 
queen, awed and confounded, said, " If your ex- 
cellency pleases let the woman retire." The count 
then took the saucepan from her hand, and tho 
nurse went into the prince s bed-room. What 
passed between count Molckte and Juliana, can 
only be surmised : but in less than an hour he 
went to the prince's room, and after paying his 
compliments, told him that his favorite nurse must 
go immediately to Norway. He was so affected 
at the news, that clinging round her neck the 
fond boy said, *^ Then 111 go to Norway too : you 
shall not take away my mother." It was in vain 
the count strove to pacify him, '' I'll apply to 
my father," said he in an angry tone, '* I am sure 
he will not suffer this mother to be taken away 
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from me/' The count appeared embarrassed and. 
retired : he soon came back again, when, calling 
the nurse into an anti-room, he artfully strove to 
convince her that «hc had been deceived, and 
that the queen had merely stirred the gruel to 
keep it from burning. The nurse shook her head, 
saying, ** Will your excellency allow me to carry 
the gruel to the prince's apothecary ? — Yes." said 
the subtle minister, " you may." She ran for the 
saucepan, but found it empty and perfectly clean! 
More alarmed than ever, and fearful that the 
count had entered into the queen's hostile views 
against the crown prince, she secretly determined 
. to address the king on the danger which awaited 
his darling boy. The insidious minister, readiQg 
in her ingenuous countenance what was passing 
in her mind; whilst he applauded her courage 
and fidelity, told her he meant to have sent her 
home to Norway merely to secure her from the 
queen's power : but he now wished her to re- 
main, assuring her if she pledged herself by a so- 
lemn oath to secrecy, she should be safe from the 
effects of the queen s dislike, and remain in at- 
tendance on the crown prince ; at the same time 
pledging himself in the most solemn manner for 
the perfect safety of the prince. To these terms, 
for the sake of continuing her attendance, the 
faithful nurse assented. The wicked queen, hum- 
bled and defeated, abstained from visiting the 
prince's apartments. The same day she was re- 
ported tp be indisposed, and went the next 

c 2 
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to Hirschholm psflace. But the ftffeir did not end 
here : The king (Frederick the Fifth,) was then 
absent at a small hunting lodge cdled Jagerd- 
prest, situated near the palace of Charlottenbolrg. 
Thither the gentleman repaired, whom the queeti 
had commanded to call Mr. Guldberg: he ob- 
tained an audience, and told the astonished king^ 
not only what he had seen and heard in the anti- 
chamber of the prince — bilt many important cir- 
(cnmstances besides. It is not in language to 
express the agonising feelings excited by this in- 
telligence, for his own life was less dear to Fre- 
deric than that of his darling son : he applauded 
the conduct of his informer; and such was his 
haste to return to Christianborg Palace, that he fell 
down stairs and broke his leg. The agitation of his 
tnind produced a fever that nearly proved fatal. 
As soon as his fractured limb was set, he caused 
the Norwegian nurse and count Molckte to be 
summoned before him, taking precautions to pre- 
vent any previous intercourse. The result was 
that he had ho cause to doubt the guilt of Juliana, 
or that the life of the crown prince had been pre- 
iserved by the courage and fidelity of his nurse, 
. whom he liberally rewarded. From this moment 
he never co-habited with his guilty queen : but 
the thoughts of her wickedness, and the danger of 
his son and heir, preyed continually on hfs feeling 
inind. As a resource, a sad resource it proved, 
this excellent king gave himself up to drinking : 
and count Molckte being at once master of the 
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queep, aad tl^e favorite minister of (he king^ was 
iefii4:t0 AUTOCRAT of Denmark, exercising the 
l^v^^ign authority in the name of h|s master, 
who r$ipi41y became but the shadow of what he 
had formerly been. Juliana secretly iintended to 
mak^ Mr. Guldberg minister, who w«ls a man of 
great jtatent aad qool judgment : but this detec- 
tion foiled hier pJAn9,* and forced her to bow to the 
mftn whom she hated and feared. It was by 
thii» means count Molckte jgi^q.uired that unlimited 
power, which, during tke latter part of the reigti 
oi Frederic the Fifth, he e^tcercised in a way so 
despotic as to procure him the ironicql appellation 
of " Komng Mohkte'' This is generally the case 
with AUTOCRACIES : Some J$/vorite giovems the 

* The machinations of this envious queen against the life of 
Christian the Seventh, did not cease with this attempt She strove, 
b]rfold«nd{N?omi8es <^ preferment, 4d reduce the attendants of the 
chitd : It Mppenod, accwding to Latrobe> truis^tion, as the king 
and ^yal &mily yre^e ^king the reo-eation of sailing in a royal 
y^cht op the coast of Zealand^ near the palace of Fredenshorg, 
(abgut.five Danish miles north of Copenhagen,) that the young 
prince Christian being rather unruly, one of his attendants named 
Brocdorph, seiigdihe boy, held him over Ae stem of die yacht, 
and threatedeid«to throw jiim in the avater : firpm the boy's struggles 
fo get free, or irqm treac)if^, doim he fell ipto the ,aea, whence 
he was rescued ; but, as long as reason held its seat, the prince 
imputed tlyis act to the agency of his fell step-mother, with a view 
to procure the crown for her beloved son Frederic* So far the ano- 
nymous author ; and what in some respect corroborated this opinion, 
Brocdorph being forbid to appear in -the prince's presence, was im- 
mediately engaged in the service of the step queen, and placed as 
an officer in her palace. Epitok. 
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Autocrat, who thereby governs the state, fre- 
quently reducing the autocrat himself to a mere 
cipher. Few indeed have been the number of 
absolute monarchs, who were not themselves as 
far from being free as the meanest of their slaves- 
But, to quit this digression: though the mind of 
the mild and benevolent monarch, Frederic the 
Fifth, was thus clouded, he was never happy ex- 
cept the crown prince was in his presence. As he 
grew in years. Christian became more and more 
the favorite of the king and people. In the wild- 
est saUies of bis father, the prince had more com- 
mand over him than any other person; and he 
often bad influence enough to prevent him, when 
tipsy, from lavishing away his treasures on the 
companions of his cups ; and even of inducing him 
to retract those improvident gifts when sober. 

In one of these tits, the king made count Molckte 
a present of the magnificent palace of Hirschholm* 
and all its costly furniture ! The crown prince, 
hearing of this lavish act, went to his study, and 
taking in his hand a plan of the palace, carried it 
to count Molckte, saying, " Content jyurself with 
this, I beseech your excellency, and believe me, 
unlBss you possess the crown, the palace of 
Hirschholm shall never be your's.'* 

On another occasion the king desired prince 
Christian to fill the glasses for himself and the 
count. The prince coloured and hesitated. The 
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king repeated his commands, telling him to 
fin for himself also. Upon which the spirited 
youth first filled to the brim the glass that stood 
before the count ; the king s glass only half full, 
and in his own he scarcely poured any wine. 
" Hey day ! What do you mean by this, Christian?" 
said the king: — '^ I mean sire, said he, to denote 
hereby our relative consequence in the state 
Count Molckte being king and minister, I filled 
the glass commensurate with his authority. You, 
my father, being the nevt person in the state to 
the count, t half filled your glass : as for myself, 
being of no consequence whatever, I took 7w 
wine/' Weakened and obscured as were the in- 
tellects of the king, he pressed his son to his bo- 
som, and a tear glistened in his eye at the reproof 
thus conveyed. It was, however, only a mbmen-^ 
tary impression. He still continued his career, 
till nature, ^ vanquished by his excesses, and not 
worn out by time— -could endure no more. Ho 
died in the year 1766, in the 46th year of his 
age. und the 23d of his reign. The crown prince 
Christian, whom Juliana Maria halted, and would, 
fain have murdered, was. then proclaimed king by 
the name of Christian the Seventh. Seldom was 
the dawn of any reign more auspicious than his: 
He was young, handsome, affable and generous, 
and the idol of the people. This event knocked 
the stage from u^der king Molckte, and the 
sovereign ppwerwas, for a short tinie, really ex- 
ercised by him that wore the crown. 
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CHAP. III. 

Character and the person of Christian the Seventh. — • 
Demoralized hy his cruel step-mother. — Portrait of 
Caroline Matilda atjifteen years of age. — Reflec- 
tions on, and instances of the unhappiness of royal 

■ females. — Secret memoirs of Gustavus the Third, 
and his queen.— The Princess Alhertina.^— Unhappy 
love. — An extraordinary expedient, its detection. — 
The secret history of the birth ofGmtavus Addphus 
the Fourth, now count Gottorp. 

THE person of the young king, though con- 
siderably under the middle height, was finely 
pnroportioned ; light and compact, but yet posses* 
sing^ considerable degreeof agility and strength. 
His complexion, remarkably fair ; his features, 
if not handsome, were regular ; his eyes blue, 
lively and expressive ; his hair very light : he had 
a good forehead and aquiline nose; a handsome 
mouth and fine set of teeth. He was elegant 
rather than magnificent in his dress ; courteous 
in his manners, of a very amorous constitution : 
wurm and irritable in his temper ; but his anger, if 
soon excited, was easily appeased : and he was 
generous to profusion. Such was the person and 
disposition of Christian the Seventh when he as- 
cended the throne of Denmark^ 
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The reigning Queen, Juliana, failing in her 
attempts to take the hfe of the heir-apparent, 
adopted a method scarcely less cruel to effect 
the destruction of this young and thoughtless 
prince. It was her influence that, during hisi 
father's life time, opened the doors of the palace, 
and connived at his nocturnal sallies to the haunts 
of lewd women. It was Juliana, through the 
agency of M. Goldberg, who surrounded him 
with a crowd of voluptuous and gay young cour- 
tiers, in whose society his morals were corrupted, 
and his constitution undermined. In some of his 
wild sallies he beat waiters, broke glasses and 
furniture, attacked watchmen, and more than once 
was actually taken into custody. These traits re- 
semble the youthful follies of^your favorite hero, 
Henry the Fifth : and like hhn, Cliristian might 
have been an hero and a conqueror, if he had had 
similar means and opportunities, and had not been 
betrayed into all manner of precocious excesses 
by those, whose duty it was to have watched, 
admonished, and protected hira. 

Being so completely a libertine as to women, 
he would not, if left to himself, have thought of 
marrying so soon, if at alL A consciousness of 
the evil designs of tlie Queen Dowager, and a 
desire to counteract them, rather than any sense 
of public duty, induced the young and giddy 
monarch to listen to tliose, who advised him to 
strengthen his throne by an alhance with liis fair 
young cousin Matilda, sister to the King of 
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England. He consented : negotiations were open- 
ed, and the Princess Matilda became Queen of 
Denmark. 

Caroline Matilda was the youngest child of 
Frederic Prince of Wales, and as well as her hus- 
band, a grand-child of George the Second. She was 
very tall, of a majestic, rather than elegant make ; 
and a very pleasing, rather than a beautiful coun- 
tenance. Her complexion was uncommonly fine — i 
she might, without flattery, have been termed the 
fairest of the fair. Her hair was very light flaxen, 
almost as white as silver, and of luxuriant growth : 
her eyes, light blue, dear, large, and expressive : her 
lips, particularly the under lip, full and pouting.; 
her teeth white and regular. Even at this early age, 
Matilda was much inclined to what the Fren chcall 
en bon point. Her education had been carefully 
attended to ; her temper was generally mild and 
gentle, though sometimes rather quick ; her de- 
meanour towards the lower and middle classes, 
full of condescension ; towards the supercilious 
Queen Dowager, Matilda soon displayed traits 
of that impetuous and haughty turn that is 
said to be characteristic of the Gwelphs. She 
was neither profuse nor generous, but her ex- 
treme youth, her freshness, and apparent good 
humour, endeared her to every liberal mind. I 
saw this ill-fated princess when she first set her 
foot on the soil of Denmark. I did not join in the 
shouts of the multitude ; but I was charmed with 
her appearance. Every thing she saw was gran- 
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deur and festivity : she was received like a divi- 
nity, and almost worshipped, at least by those 
of the masculine gender. Her animated, beau- 
teous features, her fine blue eyes, beamed with 
delight on all around her. How kind it was of 
fate, to shut from her view the dreadful reverse, 
that soon snatched the diadem from her brows ; 
her infants from her bosom, and sent her forth 
from Denmark repudiated, into perpetual exile ! 

That youth must have been a stoic, whose 
heart, if not devoted to some prior object, would 
not have been enslaved by this fair foreigner; who 
was but little more than fifteen years of age at 
this period. She had not done growing, and 
though a woman in stature, was a mere child in 
point of judgment. As to the prince destined 
to be her husband, though a youth under his 
twentieth year, he was older in constitution than 
many a hale man of threescore; and almost 
before he had arrived at the age of manhood, he 
had well nigh ceased to be a man: a circum- 
stance that should be duly considered by all 
who would form a just opinion of the virtues or 
frailties of this unfortunate lady. 

Entitled to our pity, rather than our envy, 
is the fate that too often awaits the daughters 
of royalty! Dearly do they pay, by the misery 
they are too often doomed to suffer, for the 
empty pomp that awaits them. Seldom, if ever, 
they enjoy the natural affection of their parents, 
for the loss of which no pageantry can atone. 
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Their mothere are not allowed, even when in- 
elined, to nourish with their own brea&t their tender 
offspring; to press their infants with ardoui; to 
their bosom ; or to perform tho^e endearing of- 
fices dictated by nature and claimed by their 
helpless young. How muoh more happy is the 
wife, or the child of a peasant^ when health, peace^ 
and plenty fall to their lot! The children of 
kings, from the hour of their births are consigned 
to mercenary faand:s; they are ruckled by mer- 
cenary breasts, by mothers who, fpr the sake of 
gain, rob their own child, of their natural inherit* 
ance to sell it to a w^ajthy st^ac^er. On such 
hirelings those infantine m^ks of affection are be« 
stowed, that are never returned: with the warmth 
which marks the care^es of a fond mother. 
As soon as their intellects admit, the royal babes 
are consigned to the tuition of numerous indi- 
viduals, most of whom, they fear, hate or de- 
spisp, and by v?hom their manners and habits are 
formed. Thm the children of kings, the daugh- 
ters in particular, became a sort of artificial 
beings, who, having no equal, piust form no ten- 
der attachment, but hold their subdued affections 
in a $tate of .abeyance ; debarred their natural 
right of reserving the heart and hand for the 
man they love. They may fairly be considered 
as the most elevated class of royal slaves : a «ort 
of kingly merchandize, of which ambassadors are 
the salesmen: sometimes they are offered to a 
conqueror to appease his ire; some are bartered 
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away to procure political influence in a foreign 
court ; or coveted by some cold calculating prince, 
as the medium whereby he hopes to gain pos- 
session of the teirritories to which she is heiress. 
Such was the case With the lovely and unfortu- 
nate ancestor of our Matilda, the princess of 
Zell. Though she was lovely in her person, 
gentle and amiable in her manners and temper, 
highly accomplished, and in the flower of her youtii, 
she was yet regarded as a mere appurtenance 
to the duchy, and soon treated by her brutal 
lord with cruelty and contempt. The cowardly 
assassination of Count Konigsmark^, and the in* 
carceration of this injured princess, are subjects 
too well known to need repetition!. 

♦ See Appendix I. 
t '^ The Electoral prince had, for some time, not only deserted 
her entirely, but corresponded with his mistress* openly, Of which 
her royal highness not only complained to the elector and electress, 
though without effect, but enlarged upon the affront offered to her, 
in pretty severe terms to the prince himself, who, instead of using 
the least address to mollify her, gave into such a transport of rage 
that, utterly forgetful both of her sex and quality, he fiercely seized 
the princess by the throat, then pregnant, and near her time! 

* This celebrated woman afterwards figured in England as Ducheu if Kendal: 
for an account of her practices in the sale of places and titles, see Apoendix, 
consisting of extracts from the Memoirs and secret Negotiations of John Ker, of 
Kershmdy Esq. 2 vol. printed, London, 1726, which work treats largely of this 
mercenary female adventurer. Mr. Ker« of Kersland, had been highly instru- 
mental in promoting the Hanoverian succession ; he was a Scotchman, and to 
r' d the favour of the house of Hanover even during Queen Anne's reign, 
betrayed the interests of his own country. He was promised a place, but 
because he would not g^ve a large doucceur to the German agent of this German 
Anglo duchess, he was disappointed, and thereby totally rumed. Mr. Ker ex- 
posed the venality of this wholesale trafficker in politics, &c., and she caused 
him to be prosecuted ex officio. Hie once favoured instrument, now no longer 
needful, was suffered to pine in the King's Bench, borne down by her baleful 
influence, where he died poor, deserted, and broken-hearted, in Ju^-, 1726. 
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To a female of real delicacy, what can be con- 
ceived more revolting to modesty than to form 
a union, with a man whom, till that moment, 
her eyes never beheld? How tremendous is 
the risk she runs, that her peace of mind shall 
cease with her ^elibacy. Obedient to the 
call of the o|lijlrchs of Swedmi, Gustavu» 
the Third, then crown prince, married in 1766, 
the princess royal of Denmark, Sophia Magda- 
lena*. She too was a fine young woman, such 
as the epicurean debauchee would make almost 
any sacrifice to obtain. What a singular destiny 
was her s ! Betrothed to one of the most elegant 
and accomplished princes of Europe, then in the 
bloom of youth ; she was received by him with 
confusion and restraint ; during many years, this 
restraint continued, aud neglect and insult fol- 
lowed. I have often seen her at the Swedish court, 
when she lived in compulsive retirement as crown 
princess, and afterwards when she was queen of 
Sweden. In spite of all her efforts to dress her face 
in smiles, whilst her heart was a prey to misery. 

The whole palace immediately took the alarm, and every body that 
durst rushed in to prevent further mischief; notwithstanding which, 
the prince was so lost in passion, as publicly to ayow, that hencefor- 
ward she was to consider him as her mortal enemy ; but his threats 
were not heard by her to whom they were addressed, grief and 
terror had oppressed her so strongly, that she fainted in the arms of 
those who had come to her relief, and in that condition she was 
removed to her apartment." See Appendix (A.) 

* See Appendix 3. 
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I saw that she was Unhappy; ai^ falling into the 
prejudice of 'ftl* day, I aiiputed her sorrows to 
the morteendoft of the queen mother. I became 

acquaiiited\vith her confidant, Madame . 

I was then young and chivalrous, and beloved by 
this il^^' -MS^^^^ ^^ ^^^ entire aflfections, it will 
not birfleeni^tBurprising if I also became master 
of many particulars respecting her royal mistress, 
that in strict honour, ought not to have been re- 
veiled, the strange nature of which excited in my 
bosom sorrow, pity, disgust, and indignation ! 
Neglected and despised by the creature called her 
husband, — borne down by the austerity of that 
great and inflexible woman, Louisa Ulrica, the sis- 
ter of Frederick the Great, and contort to the 
mild and benevolent monarch Adolf Frederick, 
our princess found herself, in the flower of her 
youth, — a wife, without a hu sband , — wi thout peace, 
and without hope! Being a Dane, though of 
humble rank, my steps were watched with jealous 
caution : the unguarded conversations of Count 
Ulric Scheffer enabled me to see my danger. I 
was roniantic enough, to endeavour to persuade 

Madame to prevail on my fair neglected 

countrywoman to imitate the conduct of the 
Queen Dowager Maria Eleonora*, widow of Giis- 

* This princess was the daughter of John Sigismund, elector of 
Brandenburg, born the 11th November, 1599, married toGustavus 
Adolphus, king of Sweden, the 2dth November, 1620, and crowned 
the 28th of the same month. Their only child, Christina, 
succeeded her illustrious father on the throne of Bwcden, who 
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tavus Adolphus, 4|nd niother of that heroine Queen, 
Christina. I soarcef^need^ayf tiKo^ my council 

was not followed. Madame **— sild t% me 

reproachfully, — " What! would yotf take our 
princess from the open enmity of a great and mag- 
nanimous woman like Louisa Ulrka^' tdAim her 



was killed in the battle of Lutzen, or treacherously murdered, as 
others suppose, on the 6th November, 1632. Thus was Maria 
Eleonora bom, married, crowned, and widowed, in the m<Mitli 
of November: she survived her daughter's abdication only liine 
months, dying the 18th March, 1655, and was buried near her hus- 
band in the Gustavian sepulchre in Ridderholm church, Stockholm. 
The following narration of this extraordinary flight is translated 
from Carl Frederick Ljungman*9 descr^on of Gripshohn Castle, 
printed in Stodkhohn, 1790, p. 16, <&c. from whidi compilation it 
appears that this curious record was originally written in German 
in Apelblad's description of Saxony, page 47, viz. 

The queen dowager Maria Eleonora, on the 23d July, went 
secretly away from Gripsholm Castle, and on the 35th embarked on 
ship-board near Trosa, a small bay ten leagues from Sodertelje. 
The government being informed on the 29th of what had happened, 
dispatched messengers after the queen in five different directions, but 
iu vain. On Thursday the burgomaster of Calmar arrived, (at 
Upsala) who informed the government that, in an unfrequented 
bay, he had seen a vessel l^ing at an anchor, and a man walking on 
the deck who had a pistol on each side of him. As soon as the 
regency had this intelligence communicated to them, they imme- 
diately dispatched a messenger to Trosa to inquire into matters. 
Upon his arrival he found affairs as they had been represented, and 
he returned with tidings of her conduct in effecting her escape. It 
seems that two years preceding this elopement, the queen dowager had 
attempted to effect her escape from Gottenburg ; but not being able 
to execute her project there ; upon her arrival at Gripsholm Castle, 
she gave out that during three days in each month, she should remain 
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£tt the mercy of that fiend Juliana Maria/' I was 
silenced. Not to proceed too far in this digres- 
sion from the fate of Matilda, I shall merely state 
that Gustavus totally neglected his Danish bride, 
and indulged in propensities that my pen shall not 
be polluted by naming.* Suffice it to say, that she 

with her waiting woman in her chamber to celebrate rek'gious. 
ddties, cluriiig which time no one was to be admitted to her ; nor 
would she see any one. What she required to eat and drink was 
ordered to be placed in her apartment to serve the whole time. Her 
chaplain said prayers outside her door, and this custom the queen 
Continued till July 21st, 1640, when she said to her spiritual guide — 
^^ My vow wUl shortly expire ; I will double my number of dayi 
of fasting and prayer J and close therewith.*^ She had sent the 
marshal of the palace to Stromsholm near Westeros, to make 
every thing ready for her reception there within ten days. As 
soon as he was got rid of, the queen dowager introduced six 
pieces of coarse wrappering into her apartment, in which she se* 
cretly p^ked up her valuables. 

When the 23d of July arrived, she said, ^< To-morrow I com* 
mence my fast and thanksgiving ; therefore prepare every thing 
for six days that I shaU have occasion for ^ as during that time I 
Aall not suffer any one to see me,"* — She ^had ahready procured 
from Nykoping two side saddles covered with velvet for herself and 
her young waiting woman, which were concealed in the chamber of 
George Pagreln the page ; and fourteen days prior to this period, 
the prudent queen had caused two palfreys to be turned into the 
park, under pretext that those nags ought to have grass, by which 
stratagem she avoided the risk and trouble of procuring horses from 
the royal stables ; and with i^ view to promote the great ol^t d*all 
these preparations, she otj^used a covered way to be made from her 
ehaii^)ers to the gardjem, <^ such an extent, that she could go a con- 

* See Lewis Goldsroith^s Crimes of Cabinets, p. 16. 
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was made the scoff of those debased wretches her 
i&M^^i^ favorite associates. The queen, however, 
kept her shame and sorrow to herself; and strove^ 
when in public, to dress her face in smiles ! Add 
so complete an adept in the practice of the inost 
profound dissimulation was. Gustavus, that when 

siderable way, and which she contrived so, that no one could observe 
her when she walked under it : this was finished only four Says 
previous to her last long fast! 

The 33d. July being come, provisions and necessaries to serve 
for six days were carried into the queen's apartment : into which she 
went with a young lady named Bulowein, who, the preceding 
year, had arrived from Denmark to take service with Maria Elea- 
nqra. But at night, the covered passages concealing their move- 
ments, and tiie nags prepared, the one for herself and Miss Bu- 
lowein, and the other for the page George Pagreln, and a Danish 
painter, the party got off undiscovered, and passing by Trosa, went 
to a &rm about two leagues distance, dialled Dai*genge, where it was 
pretended that the queen dowager was the daughter of a citizen 
of N^koping, and the Danish painter her lover, whose parents 
would not permit her to marry him, and he had prevailed on 
her to quit her country to go with him over sea: their horses, 
saddles, pistols, and riding coats they left at this farm ; those were 
sent forward by a messenger ; and on Friday the party went into a 
boat and proceeded six leagues, where they found a galliot, on which 
(hey went on board ; and after sailing two leagues in this vessel, they 
reached two Danish ships of war that were waiting for them, on 
board of which the queen and her party went ; and on Saturday, 
which was St« Jacob's day, the 25th of July, the ships of war sailed 
away. ** 

The country people stated, thattulfiie men who were in the boat 
or upon the galliot, as well as the men of war, spoke pure Danish, 
and that the queen shed tears in profusion when she left the &rm- 
house at Dargenge. The Danish painter said to her in Swedish, 
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they met in public, which was as seldom as pos- 
sible,, he acted the piart of a fond, nay, even an nxu- 
rious husband! Detestable hypocrite ! — I have seen 
the arch dissembler practising those blandish- 
ments, and my blood boiled with indignation at the 
sight,-^and that ; even after he had endeavoured in 
vain to undermine her honor, and pr'evail upon her 
to receive z..frimdqf his as her favored lover to 
provide^ari heir to his throne ! and ; even after he 

'* Do not weep, my lore, triinquillize your iniiid 2 rest aflsured 
Qvery ithing willtermiuite bappily.'*«p*-The whole of her party when 
she embarked amounted to thirty persons. The young lady Bulo WUN 
left her knife and a silver sheath behind her, upon which her name 
was engftived at length. 

Oh the 99th of July, the marshal of her palace, Ivar NitsoN, 
retnmed from Stttmisholm, and inquired what the queen dowager 
was^bout. ^Tht chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Tanck, replied, ^« God 
akine knowsrhow thai is : when I perform divine service, and prayed 
and sung outside her door ; she rejoined, and sung within so as to be 
heard ; and all who were with her inside joined chorus ; but now 
when I sing without, I am not as usual, answered by any one. 
within.** The marshal's lady said, ^^ My chamber is under the 
queen's, and I hear no one walk over head : God knows if she be 
sick, or how it is with her." Then they went and knocked hard at 
the door of the anti-room ; but finding that no one answered, they 
broke opmi the door, and there stood her majesty's chests, trunks, 
drawers, and cabinets all open, and the keys therein, but all com- 
pletely empty : she had taken all h^r plate, trinkets, jewels ; and 
also the wedding state-bed, which the khig her husband of glwioui 
memory had caused to be made for her, that cost three thousand . 
dollars; she left behind eight silver keys, and other articles of inferior 
value. About eight years after this event, the Queen Dowager 
Maria Eleonora was fetched back to Sweden in a lipe of battle ship, 

p2 
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had solemnly divorced her, and she was become 
the wife of Baron Mmicke, no longer his queeii 
but his subject ! 

But to return : Louisa Ulrica, unhappy in the 
secret vices of her sons, particularly Gustavus, and 
Buke CSiarles of Sodermanland* (now Charles the 
Thirteenth,) thought herself comparatively happy 
in the affectionate regards of an only daughter, 
the Princess Sophia Albertina. She was indeed 
a charming woman, and worthy a different fate ! 
It was the lot of this lovely ajid amiable princess, 
to possess a heart full of sensibility, which, even 
the formalities of royalty could not extinguish. 
Many princely suitors^ some of them sovereigns, 
sought her hand, but not feeling any affection for 
either, she nobly declared she would rather forego 
her rank and title, and descend from the palace to 
a cottage, than marry a man she could not love. 
Such was the propriety of her demeanor, that the 

commanded by Admiral Eric Ryning. The counsellor of state, Eric 
Gyllenstjerna, was also sent on board the same ship with Admiral 
Ryning to conduct her majesty home."— — 

^^ Mr. Ekholm, in bis Oitical and Historical Essays relative to 
the History and Language of Sweden ; the 3rd collection, p. ld5, 
lias introduced a narrative of this transaction : — published 1760.*' 

The interest of this narrative is diminished by the want of ex^ 
planation as to the motives whicb impelled the queen to adopt so 
extraordinary an expedient as her flight ; or what induced her to re- 
turn. When she fled, her daughter. Queen Christina was only 
fourteen years of age, consequently in her minority. Ed. 

* See biogcapkical sketch of Charles the Thirteenth,-^ Appendix 
4 and 5. 
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tongue of calumny, which so much delights in 
endeavouring to sully the fame of high-born and 
beautiful ladies, had not even breathed upon her 
virgin fame* At length the day arrived that she 
surrendered her heart to an accomplished and 
virtuous foreigner who appeared at her brother s 
court. They were privately married, and every 
thing was ready for their flight : but cruel was the 
blow that awaited the anxious pair, her husband 
suddenly cvpired—expived the very day preceding 
that appointed for their flight; and the priest who 
had married them, and an old domestic who had 
witnessed the ceremony, were no where to be 
found. In an instant the unhappy princess was 
bereft, not only of her youthful and adored hus- 
band, but the means of proving that she was a 
wife. The shock nearly deprived her of life 
and reason; but she survived, and to complete 
her misery, found herself pregnant. To cut the 
story short: after mature deliberation, the widow- 
ed bride made a confidant of the young and 
amiable Duchessof Sodermanland, who advised her 
to conceal her pregnancy; offering to take on her- 
self the appearance, and adopt as her s, the child 
with which Albertina was teeming. The plan was 
acceded to; the pregnancy of the young duchess 
was officially announced, and public thanksgivings 
ordered in the churches of Sweden.* The cannon 
are said to have been loaded that were intended to 



* Vide Characteri and Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden, vol. I. p, 7, 
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celebrate her happy delivery, when an event look 
place that spoiled the well conducted project of 
the two exalted females, and, according to the 
author of the work just alluded to*, ''put the king\ 
as well as the duke out q/^kmnour' — ^expressions that 
strongly corroborate the conjecture that, whoever 
was the father of the expected infant, the king 
and the duke were both privy to the intended 
adoption of Albertinas child. The immediate 
cause of its failure was, that the queen dowager 
('* and thereto hattgs a tale '' full of the marvellous,) 
suspected the reality of the assumed pregnancy. 
Knowing that the duke could not have been its 
cause, and believing the duchess to be a virtuous 
women> she guessed at the fraud, and itsobject, that 
was already so far advanced. Louisa Ulrica was bold, 
firm, open, and decisive in her conduct and resolves* 
Without regard to private feelings, she was bent on 
defeating this project, which she threatened to ex- 
pose. Despotic as he was, Gustavus could not avert 
the blow. The Friherre Benzelstjerna, one of tjie.] 
secretaries of state, was the bearer of the queen 
dowagers stern message to the young and piayftil 
duchess, which could not be parried. '* WellT^ 
said she, " if it is not at present, it may occur here^ 
after,'' — and the same day it was announced, that 
the duchess had, from inexperience, mistaken her 
situation, and been deceived by * a Jake conception t 



• Vide Characters and Anecdotes of (he Court of Sweden, 
ToL i. p. 7. 
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—Meantime the princess Albertina was secretly de- 
livered of a fine female child, which, reared as the 
posthumous daughter of a burger of Stockholm^ 
under the protection of its accomplished and amiable 
mother, is known in the court of the princess, as 

Miss F : Whilst these stratagems were 

formed, and frustrated ; year after year rolled away, 
and still Sophia Magdalena remained a • viounung 
brid^J Though commanded by the king to hold 
levees and receive the nobility ; though gratified 
with splendid dresses, and attended with the ut- 
most pomp whenever she went out from her 
palaces, there was still a vacuum in the heart, that 
neither power nor pageantry could supply! She 
had been eleven years the wife of a man, who had 
never yet consummated his marriage! But this 
strange story runs away with me ;~1 am losing sight 
of the lovely Matilda, and the reflections into which 
her melancholy destiny hurried me, and describ- 
ing events too minutely for a sketch like this# 
Sufiice it therefore to say, that the false and per- 
jured king, finding that an heir was necessary to 
give stability to the government he had formed, 
adopted the extraordinary expedient of proposing 
to his wife that she should admit his bosom friend 
Major Muncke — to her bed!!! — Such is the odious 
complexion of this assertion, that those happy 
people that have been reared where the decencies 
of life are more prized than its luxuries, will spurn 
this as a base and foul aspersion on the memory 
of Gustavus the Third, But this is not the case, 
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and I have as much belief in its truth, as in the 
truth of the assassination of that splendid and de- 
praved monarch. 

When the graceful Abelard wooed the lovely and 
yielding Elosia^ the suit of that eloquent lover 
could not be urged with more ardour, than tWs 
3trange mortal sued for his own dishonour. With 
tears suborned, and sighs that seemed to rise from 
a heart oppressed with grief and shame, he con- 
fessed that physical inabiliiif alone had kept him 
from her bed; and to bring her the readier over 
to his vile ends, he insinuated that his own mother 
was the wilful source of his misfortune. Although 
it is hard to believe he was not privy to the expe- 
dient that was frustrated by the mascuhne firm- 
ness of his mother; the insidious king imputed it 
to the ambition of the Duke and Duchess of Soder- 
manland, and strove hard to impress her with the 
belief that the stability of his throne depended on 
her consent. He offered her a ' letter of licence J and 
to be sworn to eternal secrecy. The queen, how- 
ever, knew the dissembler too well to trust her 
honor in his keeping. Covered with blushes^, 
trembling from the force of conflicting passions, 
almost unable to speak, and not daring to trust 
herself to look at the recreant king, she made 
bigns for him to retire and afford her time to 
recal her agitated spirits. When next they met, 
the queen mustered courage to tell him, that 
having duly considered of his extraordinary pro^ 
posal, she thought he aught first to divorce her^ 
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land then marry her to Major Muncke, adding, 
if his majesty pleased so to do, she was willing 
to meet his wishes; if not, the religious and 
moral principles in which she had been reared, 
and of which she had never lost sight, would 
for ever prevent her acceding upon any othei* 
terms. The king, unable to move h^r from these 
terms, yielded with a good grace. To give a 
color to the reconciliation of this singular pair, it 
was given out that whilst the king was in Finlandt 
by means of a young minion named Itosensteifi, 
he discovered that his queen, whom he had ac* 
cused of being deficient in love and tenderness, 
was the reverse of all this, and distractedly fond 
of her beloved Gustavus. My fair countrywo- 
man, Madame , who was paid sufficiently 

well to console her for the execrations of a people 
she never liked, or intended to see again; was 
accused, and pleaded guilty to the charge of 
having falsely transcribed the queen's letters, of 
omitting all the tender sentences they contained, 
and foisting upon the generous and deceived 
monarch her own base language.* In short, the 
lawyers and parsons made quick work of the 

* A i]|^iTfitive of this fobricatioQ will be found at length in 
Appendix (3). About 1811, a work was printed in Patemaster 
Row, eptitled, " Letters of the Swedish Court," grounded altoge- 
ther upon this fable, and copied from Ristel's work. The book-* 
piaker modestly pretended this little volume was translated from the 
original letters, but were, by some, wonderful chance, thi*own into 
Jiis hands by the revolution in Sweden of 1809. Editor. 
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divorce ; and on that day, ivhen the good peopte 
of Stockholm were invited to meet the king and 
queen in Riddarlolm church, to return to Grod 
their solemn thanks for this happy reconciliati<m ; 
on that day, and in that church, in the royal pew, 
the ex-queen who had been legally divorc^, 
was solemnly married to Major Muncke. The 
most brilliant festivities followed; and, from tMi 
pseudo marriage that extraordinary being, G\xb^ 
tavus the Fourth, Adolphus, owes his existence.^ 
Such t has been the fate of the sister of Ghris^ 
tian, our imbecile king. She is yet acknowledged 



* See Appendix, S, 6, 7, 8, 9, for sketches of the life and reign 
of Gustayus the Fourth, Adolphus. 

t This circumstance is well known to the principal statesmen of 
Europe, and was the real cause of his abdication in 1809. 

As a lasting monument of his friendship and affection for 
Major Muncke, the king gave the name of MunckeiCs Backen 
(Muncke^s hill) to a huge mass of naked granite, that was left in 
its pristine state when the costly garden at Drottningholm was con- 
structed. The space of ground was covered with huge rocks, on a 
barren unwholesome morass. The rocks of granite were blown up ; 
the morass, at an enormous expence, was underdrained ; and th^ 
surface, made smooth and level, was covered with a fine vegetable 
soil. To denote its native wildness, one hideous mass lifted its naked 
bead in this wiidemess of sweet flowers and shrubs. It was a good 
idea, and had a fine effect Soon after the birth of the pseudo 
crown prince, now Count Gottorp, late Gustavus the Fourth, tliis 
rock was wholly covered with earth, and made hito a regular circular 
eminence, covered with green sward and planted on basket beds with 
riurubs and flowers. Upon its cre^t, on a fine pedestal of Swedish 
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as €[ueen of Sweden. What is become of Mimcke 
I know not. It is . reasonable to suppose, that he 
istood bound by the strongest obligations nerer 
to claim the privileges of a husband, after the 
purpose was answered for which he was apr 
poidted; and that he was not, in any way, to 

.granite, stands a groupe in carrara marble, large as life, represent- 
ing Gustavtts the Third, and his friend Muncke in the characters 
of Castor and Pollux. This piece of statuary (that is not to be 
compared with SergePs or CanoYa*s works,) was executed ia 
Italy^ baying been ordered by the king in 1783, when on lik 
travel? in that country. The figure to the right was intended tor 
the king ; that to the left, for Muncke. The savage rock, once 
naked and unproductive, now decorated by flowers and shrubs^ 
and shaded by beautiful trees, were perhaps intended as symbols, 
first of the queen's sterility, and next of her fruitfuhiess, when com* 
mitted to the hands of Count Muncke. 

A third source of strong corroborating evidence exists in the 
mysterious ^ Iron Chest,^ mentioned by Sir John Carr and other 
northern' traveller^ that is preserved in a room belonging to the 
library of the University of Upsala, whether inviolately, after the 
revolution of 1809 may be questioned. The contents of this 
chest is known to few who are now living, (except it has been 
opened as before observed.) Sir John Carr, with his usual sa- 
gacity, says, " Conjecture and expectation frequently hover over 
this case, which will one day unfold to Sweden much interesting 
memoir and literary treasure." It would bd presumption to speak 
too decidedly on ao doubtful a point, but my opinion is grounded <m 
that of the patriotB of Sweden who eflfected the revolution of 1809, 
which drove a weak and imbecile tyrant fiiom his throne : i. e. that 
this dbe«l eontaint ike wecret huitory of the birth of that pince. 
The chest was ordered to be kept unopened till half a century had 
expired ; and there is no proof that even then, it was directed that ita 
secret skmld be made public The chest is large ; has three locks 
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^idivulge to the children whom the queen might have 
by him, that Gustavus the Third, was not their 1 

I we! nor, in the event of the king's death, ever] 

[to claim his supposed widow. All these very 
hard conditions he probably fulfilled. I believe 

i that Muncke is a Finlander by birth ; and I have 
heard that he is now residing there on an estate 

i bestowed upon him by Gustavus the Third. Other 
accounts say that he has been assassinated ; which M 

^jof these accounts be the truth, or if either account 
he correct, I am unable to determine. As to the ^ 
personal character of thispseudo son of Gustavus, 
he is said to possess no great nor splendid quality ; , 
but, on the contrary, to be stubborn, penurious, and i 
mean in his disposition ; irritable in his temper, ^ 
and a complete bigot in matters of religion ** 

, find keys, and was scaled by the present king when he was appointed 
regent ; — ^by the University great seal ; and by the Ryks Drotta or 
Lord Chancellor of Sweden. The keys were deposited, one wilh 
the sovereign for llie time being ; one with the Ryks Drotts or I 
lord chancellor, and the third with the University of Upsala, Sa 
many formalities and precai^lions w^onld scarcely have been taken I 
to preserve the roya! iiianuscripls ; if they were merely of a literary 
nature. Editor. 

* An intereiiting aeconnt of tho visit of tlie regent and pseudo 
Bovereign of Sweden to the court of the late empress Catherine the 
Second, will be foimd in Appendix 6, Messrs^Maseona, from whose 
^volume it is transcribed, have recorded the facility with whicb 
this young king put the greates* public affiront on Catherine that 
fihe ever eustaincd, in rejecting her fair and youthful grand- 
daughter, when the court was assembled in grand gala, and tlie 
bride waa waiting bim at tlie altar ; and this upon a point of reli» 
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But to return to our Danish queen Matilda, 
That atrocious woman Juliana Maria failing iu 
her hellish projects against the life of her royal, 
step-son, the crafty, cruel, and unrelenting wo- 
man insidiously and but too successfully endea- 
voured to enfeeble both his mind and body ; 
thereby to render him not only unfit to rule a 
cation, but physically unable to leave an heir, of 
his own begetting, to the crown of Denmark. A; 
mode of destruction more cruel than any of her 
former attempts to destroy the unfortunate 
prince in his days of childhood and adolescence. I: 
have read, in the interesting letters of the Countess 
d'Aunoy, that the 7?i<?/Acr of Charles the Second, of 
Spain, wilfully and wickedly destroyed the intellect 
tual and physical powers of that prince, to prolong 
her own reign as queen regent! " The whole life 
of that wretched being (Charles) from his cradle 



gion that was not^f vital importance to either partjr, and was 
capable of arrangement He was right in reaiating the en- 
croaching power of Catherine, but eurely he might have done it in 
a way less ofien^^ive to her innocent grand- daughter! This a^ont, 
however, has since been too fully avenged by the triumph of 
Russian power, in wresting Finland from the feeble hand of Gns* 
tavus ; and the present emperor Alexander, may be said to have 
rejected Frederica Dorotliea, the beautiful, virtuous, and divorced 
queen of this eccentric prince ; who, at an early period of her life, 
wai*, with her sister, actually sent from Baden to St. Petersburg 
for examination and selection J What base subserviency in the 
grand duke of Baden \ It is not singular that our Danish com men* 
talor, on the uuhappiness of royal femaleSj seized on this disgusting 
picture of regal meauness. Editor, 
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t6 his grave^" says the Countess d'Aunoy, '' ittight 
Ike tenned one continual malady. The formatibn 
of his isEiind, was of the two, more infirin than that 
of his body; and he was^ kept by the qn^en 
mother in such profound ignorance, that he knew 
neither tlie names, situation, nor the extent of the 
provinces and cities that composed the kingdom^ 
of Spain. l¥lien he was about fifteen years of 
age, he happened to exhibit some faint sparks of 
intellectual energy ; when, aliarmed at the prog- 
nostication, the wicked wretch is accused of 
having caused some pernicious drugs to be 
mixed with his chocolate, the effect of which w^s 
to stupify and debilitate the understanding." Ii^ 
one point, this infamous mother went beyond 
Juliana Maria in crime, because it was her own 
child whom she thus cruelly devoted to destruc- 
tion ; and in the case of the queen dowager, she 
was only a step-mother to the being, whose des- 
tructioitiihe sought with unwearied perseverance, 
and unrelenting hatred.* After this long and tor- 

* Transactions black as these are by no means rare occurrences 
in regal courts, although, from the shackled state of the press in de* 
spotic monarchies^ and the rank and power of the delinquents, they 
are not, as they ought to be, held up to universal obloquy and 
execration. The electress Dorothea, step-mother to Frederick the 
First of Pioissia, was accused of having attempted to poison that 
prince ; failing in which design, she strove to deprive him of his in- 
heritance, in favour of her own son, by unjustly exciting the re- 
sentment of his father against him. The scandalous conduct of the 
queen of Charles the Sixth witli Godoy, the ci divant life guards- 
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tuous digression^ I shall once more return to the 
eventful and tragical history of queen Matilda, 
from her anrival on our shores to her melancholy 
exile to Zell^ where she died. 

man, of Madrid, might be quoted as additional proo& that the pot- 
fesBiou of a rept growa. is no preventire against the woist of prji^ 
pensities. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Matildas Reception in Denmark. — The Machina* 
tions of Juliana Maria. — Weakness and Depravity 
of Christian the Seventh. — His Motive for setting 
out on his Tratiels. — His Adventures in Amster* 
dam and London. 

It was neither the powerful connexions^ the 
high lineage, nor the ample dowry which this 
young and interesting princess brought to my 
country that commanded universal admiration 
and esteem, but her youth, her innocence, her 
beauty, and her modest, retiring, graceful de- 
meanour, that fascinated all who saw her- The 
venerable mother of Frederick the Fifth* could 
not suppress emotions tainted by envy on be- 
holding the lovely girl ; but the enmity of Sophia 
Magdalena was harmless, compared to the intense 
malice that glowed in the bosom of Juliana, 
whose heart was torn by hatred, jealousy, and dis- 
appointed ambition at the moment when, with 
well dissembled smiles, and flattering blandish- 
ments, she hailed Matilda as the consort of 

* Sophia Magdalena, consort lo Christian the Sixth, was then 
66 years of age, Juliana Maria was in her 88th year. 
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Christian the Seventh. This tadt, however pain- 
ful, she performed in her best style, and if heji 
malice had not been as much«A mittter of noto- 
riety, as her ambition, Matilda mig^t have bei^ 
lieved she should find an affectionate friend^ 
a second mother in, Juliana Maria ^ to whose 
odious machinations the vices of the young 
monarch were principally owing. This cruel 
step-mother artfully masked her own ambitious 
desire of reigning, under the plausible pretext of 
regard to the welfare of her son. But Juliana's 
known qualities forbid the belief that it was for 
his' sake she meditated and committed so many 
bbick crimes. The intellectual faculties of Ghri^-^ 
tian the Seventh, till eclipsed by excessive de- 
bauchery, were strong and brilliant; her son's, on 
the contrary^ dull and feeble ; hence, this artful 
woman knew, that if she could procure the crown 
for her son, the sovereignty would be all her own. 
It is difficult to say with precision, if Matilda 
etier felt real afiection towards her husband. It 
is, however, but too certain that he had little 
regard for her; for he continued secretly to visit 
the «ame impure^ haunts of loose women to which 
he resorted before marriage. And here again 
the malice of his implacable enemy was too suc- 
cessfully played off; for those licentious cour- 
tiers whom she purposely placed in his way, used 
all their efforts to detach him from his young 
bride; finding feiult with her. complexion, her 
manners, and omitting no opportunity (rf exciting 
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indiffetence in hopes of its soon becoming con*^ 
firmed disgust. 

The conduct of Matilda, on her arrival at 
Denmark, was such as left no room but for ap* 
probation : possessing much of that hauteur by 
which her family are distinguished, she certainly 
cUd not forget the dignity of her station. Whilrt 
the king, descending from his rank, made com- 
panions of his gay young courtiers, Matilda 
exacted all the homage from the ladies of her 
court to which her exalted station entitled her; 
She seemed more fond of the shew and pageantry 
of royalty than desirous of political influence. 
Notwithstanding the vices of her husband, as he 
had a large fund of good-nature and generosity, she 
iliight have avoided the calamity that. too soon 
overtook her^ had it not been for the intrigues 
of conflicting nobles emulous for power; and 
the ceaseless intrigues of Juliana Maria. The 
acclamations that resounded wherever Matilda 
appeared in public, smote the envious heart of 
Juliana as the death-bell of her ambitious hopes 
of securing the crown of Denmark for prince 
Frederick^ who was then in his 13th year. Still 
she did not relinquish her darling project. Her 
malice, ever fertile, her hopes^ ever buoyant, 
impelled her to pursue her destined victims. 
Even amidst the enthusiastic popularity of Ma* 
tilda s first reception in the colossal palace of 
Christiansborg, the wicked step-mother was 
secretly preparing means, whereby she hoped to 
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effect the destruction of the hated pair, on whose 
youth, levity, and inexperience, her impious 
hopes of their ruin were founded. She was 
Overwhelmed by secret grief, when the marriage 
between young Christian and Matilda waft con* 
Bummated ; but then, one great source of hope 
remained in the ravages which an excessive 
indulgence in illicit pleasures had made on his 
constitution : and inexpressible was the mental 
torture she underwent, when the pregnancy of the 
young bride was officially announced. Her 
hbpes were blasted by the tidings that filled all 
Denmark with exjltation ; for nothing was more 
dreaded by the cultivated and liberal part of the 
community than seeing her own sonr ascend* 
tlie throne« For upwards of two months she 
buried herself as it were in her palace of Fredens" 
-borg; but which edifice might, with more pro- 
priety have been termed pandemonium from the 
iniquitous designs of its owner and her agents.-^ 
To complete her dismay, on the 28th of January^ 
1768, the thunder of a thousand pieces of ordi- 
nance, from the forts and fleets of Zesdand, pro- 
claimed the safe delivery of the young queen, and 
the birth of a male child. 

/ Juliana Maria was never popular ; and when 
her notorious partiality in favor of her son, 
a:nd her secret attempts to set aside the heir 
apparent to her husband's throne, were known 
in Denmark, she became an object of general 
dislike. Every one foresaw that if Christian the 

e2 
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Seventh, died without male issue, this ambi« 
tious woman would exercise the sovereign power 
in Denmark in the name of her son Frederick. 
These considerations operated with powerful aud 
genial influence in favour of Matilda. Juliana 
would perhaps have expired of chagrin amidst 
the blaze of illuminated palaces, and the shouts 
of applauding multitudes, had it not been comr 
municated to her that Christian was weary of bis 
bride : that his constitution had been so deeply imr 
paired by his debaucheries, as left but little room 
for her to fear he would ever beget another child* 
As to the infant just bom, it was of a slight 
firame, and rather feeble and sickly than robust^ 
and Hierefore the zftore liable to fell a prey to 
some of the many serious maladies to which 
infants are subject. On such contingencies she 
supported an existence that was scarcely toler«- 
able: with such fuel she strove to feed the 
expiring embers of her hopes of ruling Demnark 
in the name of her son. 

The imbecility of the worn-out boy, his corrupt- 
ed morals, and aversion to his wife, were the 
real sources of that expensive tour which, a few 
months after the birth of his son. Christian the 
Seventh made through Holland, Great Britain, 
France, and Germany. The motive assigned 
was to acquire wisdom, to perfect himself in 
the art of governing ; and gather, from a personal 
review of foreign institutions, materials for the 
improvement of those established in Denmark, or 
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suggestions for new ones. He visited William the 
Fifth, then recently married to a haughty and ty- 
rannical princess of Prussia, whose pride and inso* 
lence, in a few years time, involved her weak 
good natured husband in a contest with the 
burgers of Amsterdam and other cities, that led 
to the invasion of Holland by the Prussian army 
in 1787; and ultimately to the expulsion of the 
princes of the House of Orange. It has ever 
been my opinion that this little republic contained 
more useful institutions than all the monarchies 
of Europe put together. On those, our young 
king had but little time for observation and re- 
flection ; and the want of superior intellect in his 
cousin, William the Fifth, rendered it impossible 
to derive useful instruction in the art of govern- 
ing from that source, who was himself governed 
by his wife, and the cabinets of Berlm and St, 
James's. The time he passed there, was consumed 
by a succession of splendid feasts, and delightful 
excursions by land and water* Whilst he was in 
Amsterdam, he gave Count Bernstorft, and all his 
suite, the slip ; and, disguised as an English 
sailor, went with Count Holcke to the Rondeel, 
a temple consecrated to cyprian traffic, where he 
supported his assumed character with great 
spirit, in every point save one. Not content with 
this frolic, they bent their steps to the Py/, (arrow) 
a noted brothel in the Pyl Steeg, where a 
bevy of mercenary beauties crowded round the 
strangers; one of whom* deceived by the fair 
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complexion of our king and his effeminate appear^ 
ance, accused him of being a lady come in disguise 
to witness their mysteries, and she was proceed- 
ing to disrobe her temporary lover, when she 
perceived a rich silken vest, and a star and blue 
riband beneath his sailor's jacket, and at the 
same moment his flaxen locks fell about his shoul** 
ders. In a moment he was recognized as Count De 
Travendahl. The youthful king of Denmark perr 
ceiving he was detected past retrieval, flung a 
handful of ducats on the floor, and whilst the girls 
were scrambling for the golden prize, the king 
and Count Holcke ran down stairs, leaped over 
the hatch door, and making good use of their 
heels, avoided all pursuers. 

From Holland, the gay and giddy youth pro-^ 
ceeded by Antwerp and Brussels to Calais, where 
k royal yatch, the Mary, Captain Cambell, 
awaited his arrival, to convey this brother-in-law 
of George the Third to Dover. One of his 
chamberlains proceeded as an avant courier to 
St. James's^ to announce the arrival of the Royal 



* Christian the Seventh was lodged in those appartments in 
the Stable-yard that are now occupied by the Duke of Clarence, 
tend where the Iting of Prussia was lodged when he visited this, 
metcopolis in the summer of 1814. When Count Holcke, a gay^ 
extravagant, dissipate^ young nobleman, first saw the exterior (^ 
the place, he exclaimed, ** By God this will vever do : it is not Jit 
to lodge a Christian in .'*' When he saw the interior the count was 
less dissatisfied : an impression not to be wondered at ; the extreme 
splendor of Christianborg palace being fresh in his memory, com- 
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Dane^ and see that the accommodations were 
suited to his master's taste. A train of royal 
carriages and domestics were sent down to Dover,, 
to convey the king and his numerous suite ta 
London ; but such w.as his impatience to see the 
&uned metropolis of Great Britain, that he de^ 
dined those sumptuous vehicles, and travelled ia 
post chaise. Having heard that the clergy and 
corporation of Canterbury and Rochester intended 
to receive him with all possible pomp, l^e was 
thrown almost in a passion, not being at all 
partial to formalities of any kind ; and, as to the 
t^CTgy, as a body, he held them in contempt, and 



pared with which, St^ James*B appeared, mean ^ni insignificaptf 
The Dani^ monarch hired his horses of a man named Baker, who 
died ahout the year 17979 a master hackney-coachman in Bond- 
street. This person drove the king*s carriage in his peregri- 
nations about the metropolis. He used t<^ take a pride in shewing 
himself tp thote females who seemed most desirous to see his rpyal 
person: from some of these, who supposed he could not under^^ 
^nd them, he occasionally met with coarse compliments, $uch as 
** What a little Jack-a-dandy !'' " What a squinny thing it is, &c.*' 
all which he took in perfect good humour. One day, as his coach 
drove to the door of his residence, a fine looking girl burst through 
the double line of attendants, caught the king of Denmark in heJF 
arms as he leaped from his carriage, aiid kissing him heartily said, 
^ Naw kill me if you please^ I can die confuted since I have kissed 
the prettiest fellow in the world,'* The king, far from bein^ 
offended, gently disepgaged himself from her embrace, and ran 
laughing and skipping up stairs. He used to carry gold coins in 
one pocket, and silver in another, which h^ gave aw^y, often hy 
^ndfuls to those who attracted his notice* Editor. 
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spoke of them with derision. He said to Count 
Bemstorff, "The. last king of Denmark who 
entered Canterbury, laid the city in ashes, and 
massacred the inhabitants. Would to God they 
had recollected this, and would let me pass 
quietly through their venerable town where our 
ancestors have committed so many crimes. Is it 
tonformable to etiquette I should appear by 
proxy? If so, pray let me proceed to announce 
gaur approach, and be you my proxy. Really the 
4mwieldy pomp, and pedantic speeches of the 
priests and the burgers, fill me with dreadful 
apprehensions: if this is inadmissible, and I must, . 
sooner or later, undergo this vissitation^ may it 
not be deferred till I return to this port for em* 
barkation? believe me the thing would be infinitely 
more agreeable, and quite as useful, and one 
ceremony would do for all ?" The count told him 
with a smile, that the good citizens of Canter- 
bury would find less difficulty in forgetting all 
the outrages sufiered by their ancestors, than in 
being deprived of the honor of making him a 
speech, and kissing his royal hand. Finding 
there was no escape, he entreated the count to 
intimate beforehand that the king had a mortal 
antipathy to long speeches. - 

In disposition, person, manners, and habits. 
Christian the Seventh was the reverse of his cou- 
sin and brother-in-law George the Third, whose 
regularity and dignified demeanour, were objects of 
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ridicule to our wild and giddy king^ and his disso^ 
lute associates ; and instead of his example reclaim^ 
ing Christian from vicious habits, he laughed* at 
him as a domestic quiz — alike void of elegance or 
spirit 

As the periodical publications of the day pre^ 
sent a faithful detail of the festivities, and illumi** 
nations, balls, concerts, and masquerades, military 
and nautical spectacles, — and tours by land, and 
excursions by water that occurred in England in 
honour of our young king, and marked the popu* 
larity he enjoyed ; it would be superfluous to go 
into those events : he was pleased with the Dutch; 
but the English quite amazed and fascinated the 
wild and giddy boy. The dazzling whirl of dissi-» 
pation in which hi6 hours were passed, was enough 
to turn the brain of a wisef^head than his: such 
a rapid succession of splendid spectacles was 
calculated to pall the senses, enervate the frame, 
and exhaust the animal spirits of him who was 
the idol of the day, the object of all those joyous 
scenes of dissipation. Out of every twenty-four 
hours, eighteen at least were thus employed! 
Where then was the leisure for the voluptuous; 
youth to glean lessons of wisdom, and store his 
mind with knowledge. Unlike Telemachus, the 
royal wanderer had no Mentor but his own un^ 
bridled passions, — no pilots, but servile courtiers, 
who, to gratify their sovereign flattered every folly, 
and sought with lamentable avidity, even in the 
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paths of infamy and vice, the means of making 
themselves useful or agreeable. * His errors and 
vices are, however, entitled to more than ordinary 
indulgence, so much pains having been taken to 
eradicate the seeds of virtue from his mind, and 
r^uder him an adept in the exercise of libertinism 
ai>d profligacy. 

Whilst Christian was in London, he acted as 
he used to do in Copenhagen, namely, visited in 
disguise the haunts of courtesans of every class ; 
from the purlieus of SL James's to the lanes in 
Wapping, and the cellars of St. Giles's. His 
youthful bride, his child, his rank, his health, all 
were forgotten. These nocturnal rambles in search 
of adventures were generally commenced after 
midnight ; and after the king had been exhausted 
by twelve or fourteen hours spent in paying or 
receiving visits of ceremony; in promenades, 
drives, or dances. He opened the ball given at 
Sion House by the Duke of Northumberland, with 
his sister-in-law, the Queen of Great Britain ; he 
danced with the Princesses of Saxe Gotha, and 
the Duchess of Ancaster; and within an hour after 
quitting those scenes of regal grandeur, he would 
throw off his gorgeous habilements ; disguise his 

* In the Walpoljana, yoI. ii. p. 94, is the following article, 
headed — " Court Promises." — " I have sent the Strawberry Hill 
Books to the Prince of Denmark^ as I was requested, except the 
Anecdotes of Painting ; which I was forced to buy at a high price 
to present to the King of Poland. I have no answer from Den- 
mark which I much wonder at." 
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Yank by the dress of a sailor; and making the best 
<)f his way to St. Giles's, join in the rude dance of 
labourers- and their lasses with as much glee as if 
he had never moved in a higher sphere: for which 
performance, indeed, his former rambles amongst 
the sailors of Copenhagen had qualified him. Count 
Holcke, in the same disguise as the king, and 
passing for his brother, accompanied Christian 
to these vulgar revels, and, on emergencies, pro- 
tected him; though, to give the young king his 
clue, he was by no means deficient in personal 
courage. On such occasions the incognita some- 
times met with adventures that put his courage 
and forbearance to a severe test. It happened 
in St. Giles's, as he was going through a 
dance with a very fine healthy looking girl, who 
had been crying cherries all day behind a barrow 
in the streets, a gigantic Irishman, her lover, 
gave him a slight blow, for presuming too far, calling 
hini a foreign puppy, and bidding him keep his 
hands from the bosom of a girl that had an Irish- 
man for her protector! — in a moment the king 
returned the compliment : when Holcke stepping 
between the combatants, told the assailant he 
must turn his rage on him, as his brother was 

no match for a man of his strength. By J \ 

exclaimed the Irishman, your brother is a hero ; 
and I am sorry I gave him the pat; here's my 
hand aud my heart; I am ashamed of having 
hit you, and if you will hut forgive me, you 
shall bate me afterwards till you are tired ? 
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Instantly the king and Ms magnanimous enemy 
shook hands ; gin was called for ; Christian drank 
bis glass to the girl whose modesty he had offen- 
ded ; and whom he was, by the lover, invited to 
kiss as the pledge of peace. The blow he had 
received called the blood into his fair and delicate 
cheeks ; the girl was a fine healthy looking bru- 
nette though a good deal tanned ; the wild youth 
kissed her cherry lips, and sliding his purse full 
of gold into her half exposed bosom, made good 
his retreat followed by his associate Count Holcke, 
laughing heartily at the adventure ;— the blow 
giving the king less pain, than the heroism of the 
gigantic Irishman had excited admiration. Such 
was the manner in which Christian the Seventh 
passed his time in London, by which it may be 
supposed that his health was more deeply im- 
paired : as to his morals, they w ere in so bad a 
state before he left Denmark, it wa^ scarcely 
possible they could be further contaminated. If 
Christian the Seventh had adopted a disguise for 
the purpose of enabling him the better to observe 
the manners and morals of the middling and lower 
orders of British society ; he might have reaped 
abundance of amusement and much useful know- 
ledge of the world, of which princes in general 
are lamentably ignorant* But his motives had their 
source in those lascivious images which continu- 
ally floated in his mind, exciting his passions, 
whilst every day he became less capable of 
enjoying the frail beauties whose society he 
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nought, proniiscuQUsly, in Cleveland Row, or 
St* Catherine's. Like Tantalus, though fi'om a 
different cause, he was continually tormented; 
and his desire after women increased in propor- 
tion as his strength decayed. Stimulants and 
restoratives were in constant requisition ; and the 
too celebrated Struensee, who attended Christian 
during this regal tour, saw, with unaffected sorrow, 
the certain misery he was drawing upon himself 
[by practices ahke ruinous to body and soul: 
[ all his efforts were in vain, for the king, without 
restraint abandoned himself to those destructive 
habits, whose rapid progress within a couple of 
years, left him nothing but a shattered and debili- 
tated hulk, afflicted in the morning of life with all 
the imbecility of body and mind incidental to 
extreme old age ! — The condition of the king 
soon became known. His mother-in-law, the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, was amusing herself 
one day with a lady of her court, (to whom, 
as it was conjectured for certain gratifications, 
Christian had presented a superb set of jewels,) 
with telling fortunes by cards. Christian said to 
her ** My dear mother, how do you designate my 

majesty in your paper court f'^ — ^" Lady — 

said the princess, with an arch smile, calls yoo 
the King of Diamonds T " And what do you call 
Holcke,*' rejoined the conscious youth, colouring 
as he spoke. " Oh! by a title far more flattering; 
that rake, who is so formidable to careful fathers 
and jealous husbands, is called, the King of Hearts*' 
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** Then pray my dear mamma/' said Christian,^ 
piqued by her iroaical allusions, " under which of 
the suits do you designate Lord Bute?''— — This 
repartee, as severe as it was unexpected, crim- 
soned the face of the princess ; who soon after 
retired, evidently offended with her incorrigible 
j3on-in-law. 

One day Holcke and Christian the Seventh 
went to a well-known pubhc-house, not far 
from the Bank, which was much frequented by 
Banish and Swedish ship-masters. Here they 
listened to the conversation of the company, 
which, as might be expected, was full of wonder 
and admiration at the splendid festivities daily 
given in honor of Cliristian the Seventh. Count 
Holcke, who spoke German in its purity, asked 
an old skipper what he thought of his king ; and 
if he were not proud of the honours paid to him 
by the English. " I think,'' said he drily, *' that 
with such counsellors as Cou7it Holcke^ if he es- 
capes destruction it will be a miracle.** " Do you 
know Count Ho] eke, my friend," said the incognita, 
** as you speak of him thus familiarly ?" " Only by 
report," said the Dane; "but every body in Copen- 
hagen pities the young queen, attributing the 
coolness which the king shewed towards her, ere 
he set out on this voyage, to the malice of Count 
Holcke !" The confusion of this minion may be 
easier conceived than described ; whilst the king, 
giving the skipper a handful of ducats, bade him 
speak the truth and shanw ihe deviL The moment 
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the king spoke in Danish, the skipper knew him ; 
and looking at him with love and reverence, said 
in a low, subdued tone : Forgive me, Sire, but I 
cannot forbear my tears to see you exposed to 
the temptations of this vast and wicked metropo* 
lis, under the pilotage of the most dissolute noble- 
man of Denmark. Saying this, he retired, bow- 
ing profoundly to the king, and casting at Count 
Holcke a look full of defiance and reproach. 
Holcke was a good deal confused, and not a little 
hurt, seeing the king in a manner countenanced 
the rudeness of the skipper. 

When the king returned to St. James's, he told 
Struensee what the blunt skipper had said respect- 
ing Count Holcke, whose reply was so ambigu* 
ous, it might be construed or explained more ways 
than one; yet, so obviouidy reflecting on the count 
as-a^n^on dangerous to the king, that the latter 
said, ** I thank you very sincerely, Mr. Physician^ 
for these hints : I think I must transfer your ta- 
lents from the path you are now in, and make you 
a Con/trentie Raad*; at the same time extending 
his hand to Struensee, who, bending his knee to 
the ground, gracefully touched it with his lips, 
saying, " Ah» my king ! deeing as I do every day 
the treachery of courtiers, and the slippery ground 
on wliich favourites stand, wisdom warns me to 
shun the alluf ements of ambition." This was the 
first step towards the fall of Holcke, and the ad* 

* Counsellor of State. 
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vancement of Doctor Struensee, which followed^ 
but not immediately. Siniensee saw with secret 
rapture the briUiant path opening to his view, 
that rapidly led him to the higl^st pitch of for- 
tune, and suddenly precipitated him to the lowest 
depth of debasement and misery ! ^ 

To give all the anecdotes that I have beardi 
connected with the conduct of Christian the 
Seventh, whilst he staid in England, would fill 
a moderate volume. Some of the most interests 
ing are already before the world, and many more 
are of a nature unfit for publication. The follow^ 
ing is, I believe, original For the better supply of 
his wants, the king had caused an unlimited credit 
to be opened with a very rich, but penurious 
merchant in the city, under tlie assumed name of 
Mr. Frederickson. Dressed as private gentle- 
men, the king and Count Holcke went to the 
merchant's counting-house and took up five thou* 
sand pounds. The merchant was very desirous 
of knowing more of Mr. Frederickson: he even 
employed a lad to watch them; but in spite of his 
dexterity, the strangers got off unperceived. It 
happened, as the same clerk who had attempted 
to watch the king and Count Holcke in the 
city, was passing through St. James's palace, he 
paw the same gentlemen enter, by a private door, 
the building where the king resided ; and asking 
a sentinel on duty if he knew who they were, he 
was told they must belong to the Danish king, as 
no persons but his attcntlants were allowed to pass 
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or repass at that door ! Well pleased with this 
discovery, the lad, as soon as he got home, com- 
municated it to his master ; by whom it was told 
to his spouse, taken from the kitchen, and whose 
pride and arrogance was only surpassed by her 
ignorance. The wifie urged her husband, wheii 
next those strangers called, to invite them to tea, 
she being much inclined to ask them to shew her 
the king and his apartments ; and the husband 
the more readily agreed, as he conjectured, that 
this Mr. Frederickson might take up the money 
to lend to the king on very advantageous terms. 
Thus, though from very different causes, the mer- 
chant and his wife were alike desirous of cultivat- 
ing the acquaintance of the mysterious stranger. 

The next time Mr, Frederickson called, he 
again demanded a very large sum, for which the 
merchant gave him a check on his banker. The 
man of business had barely time to ask them to 
take a cup of tea with liis wife some afternoon, 
before the king and Holcke hastened away, tell- 
ing him they would talk of that next time they 
came. The lad who had before tried to watch 
them home, saw them go into the banker s, and 
thence to the bank ; where a carriage was stand- 
ing, the door of which was opened the moment 
the gentlemen appeared, and drove off with such 
rapidity that the boy was obliged to give up a 
fruitless chace* 

It was not long before the strangers called 
again, when Mr, Frederickson drew a further and 
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considerable sum of money. The merchant hs^d 
by this time made up his mind that the cash was 
for the use of the king^ and that Mr. Frederickson 
made an enormous profit by those advances* To 
obtain a share of that gain was the object of his 
study ; the ambition of his spouse was of a more 
exalted kind, aspiring to no less an honour than 
that of being presented to the king of Denmark I 

Leaving the count engaged in conversaticHi 
with his wife, the merchant took the king by the 
lappel of his coat, and led him a little distance 
from his companion ; and after a long, and tedious 
detail of the courses of exchange being much 
against him; and the great risk of going too deep 
on one speculation; asked the count in direct term^ 
if the money was not tdken .up for the use of 
Christian the Seventh. The king thought at first 
he was detected ; but finding that not to be the 
case, and that*the merchant only wanted to get. a 
share of a good thing, resolved to allow him to 
proceed, in hopes of deriving amusement by the 
adventure ; thence, he answered in the affirmative^ 
The merchant's eyes sparkled with joy at this con- 
fession. " I am told," said he, " that Christian the 
Seventh is one of the most extravagant and 
thoughtless young dogs living; and cares no more 
about money than if it could be raked out of the 
kennels. Of course you make him pay handr 
somely .'^ Eh! you understand me?" It was with 
difficulty the king could restrain from laughter ; 
but he contrived to avoid this rudeness, and, as 
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gravely as he could, told the man of traffic that he 
had drawn a correct picture of the king s charac-i 
ter. *' And pray, sir," said he significantly, '' what 
is the nature of j/w/r employment ?" *' My 
chief employment,*' said Christian, " consists in 
dressing the king, and looking out for amuse- 
ments," '* Just the thing r said the merchant; 
** then you are the more likely to have influence* 
Perhaps you pick him op a tit-bU now and then, 
eh !' **No man has more iiifluence with him than 
I have : of that be assured." ** Then, of course, 
you make a handsome thing of these advances V 
*' Upon my word of honor, I never made a profit 
by any pecuniary transaction in my life/' The 
merchant's face fell, considerably lengthened, as 
he turned his small eyes obliquely towards the 
king's. After a pause, he began on another tack, 
and said he supposed he knew nothing of money- 
(Jeahngs, nor how to make the best of his capital? 
" Nothing whatever !" " How does the king dis- 
pose of these sums V " Gives them away : some* 
times in coin or bank notes, oftener in presents of 
jewelry or other precious articles," '* Harkee, 
sir,'' said the merchant, delighted by these con- 
fessions ; " would not you wish to make the best 
of your mfluence with the king ?*' " Certainly I 
would." " Then, if you will suffer me to instruct 
you, I will teach you how to make fifty per cent 
on tlie capital. Let me buy the jewels and pre- 
— Just at that instant one of the kind's 
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pages arrived, and desired the clerk to call his 
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master, who was never leBs disposed to be iuter- 
i*upted, ** Pray sir/* said the messenger, " is not 
the king of Denmark in your house T ** The king 
of Denmark!!! No, Sir; there is no king of 
Denmark ; only a Mr< Frederickson," *' That is 
the king I the son of Frederick the Fifth: the 
gentleman with him is Count Holcke, master of 
his majesty's wardrobe ; and I am sent by the 
princess dowager of Wales, and am ordered to 
deliver this letter into^ his majesty's own hands*'^ 
It would be in vain to attempt describing the stif^' 
fening horror that seized on the humbled and mor- 
tified son of traffic: the big drops of sweat poured 
down his face, and every limb shook. The page, 
alarmed at his agitation, pressed for an explana- 
tion ; which, in the best manner he could, was 
given. The page laughed heartily, and told him 
not to fear that any bad result would follow his 
proposal to the king to help to cheat himself. Ij 
was, however, impossible to induce the man of 
business to re-appear. As soon as the page (with 
all the reverence usual on such occasions) pre- 
sented the letter to the king, the merchant's wife, 
M^ho had been urging the count to introduce her, 
was taken in a way somewhat similar to her hus- 
band. But the count, in the most gentle and 
soothing manner, bade her be comforted ; and 
taking her by the hand, introduced her to the 
king ; saying to her, ** I have thus, madam, unex- 
pectedly the happiness of fulfilling your flattering 
wish." The speech was lost upon the woman^ 
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whose dtupid stare shewed the complete confu^ 
sion of her mind ; and who might have changed 
xjolour, if the paint that covered her cheeks had 
«ot prevented it. The king, pitying her confiision^ 
drew from his own finger a vahiable ring, which 
lie would, if her fingers had not been too larger 
have put on one of her s. And desiring her to 
tell her husband, that the king would never feel 
offended at what he had said confidentially to Mr. 
Frederickson, skipped down stairs, laughing 
heartily at the adventure, and regretting that it 
had so suddenly terminated. 

Such was the profusion of this prince, that al- 
though his brother-in-law supported a table for 
himself and his suite that cost nearly five hundred 
dollars per diem, he got rid, in various ways,, of 
five times that sum ; drawing on Hamburgh for 
more than one hundred thousand dollars per 
month. Which enormous drain of specie was sen- 
sibly felt on the exchange of Copenhagen ; and 
the more so, as the absence of the king and his 
principal minister, threw a gloom over the me- 
tropolis, and injured trade and commerce. From 
the sketches already given, it will be conceived 
that Christian the Seventh rather scattered his 
treasures than bestowed them; that acting on the 
impulse of the moment, he gave vvithout discrimi-* 
nation ; and it is too probable, from the audacity 
of impostors, and the modesty of suffering merit; 
that the former class of applicants swallowed far 
Ijie greater part of his largesses. , But» wherever 
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real misery met his eye, his hand went as it were 
spontaneously to his pocket ; and if that chanced 
to be empty, his ring, watch, or any other valu- 
able about him was bestowed instead of money* 
He saw a poor tradesman put into a hackney-- 
coach by two bailiffs, followed by his weeping 
wife and family, from whom he was about to be 
torn, and thrown into prison. To avoid observa* 
tion, he ordered Molckte to follow the coach to 
the Marshalsea : he paid the debt and costs, and 
letting the poor man free from every other de- 
mand, gave him five hundred dollars to enable 
him to begin the world anew: he distributed con- 
siderable sums generally amongst the poor debt- 
ors confined in the different jails of the metropo- 
lis. To men of science he paid but little attention ; 
nor was he a warm patron of literature or the fine 
arts. All the faculties of his mind were concen- 
trated in voluptuous pursuits. He was struck by 
the marked superiority of the British stage ; and 
Mr. Grarrick had the honor of an audience. The 
king paid homage to his genius, repeating a line 
of Shakespeare as he presented him with a very 
valuable snufi*-box set with brilliants. Mr. Martia 
of Stockholm, a Swede, and an eminent landscape 
painter, was then in London. Having recently 
seen the queen Magdalena Sophia, the sister of 
Christian the Seventh, and being much admired 
as an artist, he was admitted to an audience, and 
received a valuable present as a token of affection 
towards his royal sister, the queen of Sweden, 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 71 

and of respect to the artist ; who offended the king 
by telling him, in reply to a question, " whether 
the queen, his sister, was happy?" that, "she 
was as happy as a young woman could be ex- 
pected who had been married nearly three years, 
and yet remained a virgin." The king coloured 
at the insinuation contained in this imprudent re-, 
ply,^ which, finding its way to Stockholm, injure^ 
Mr. Martin very materially. 

After distributing many magnificent presents, 
and taking leave of the king, queen, and royal 
family, thie king of Denmark on the 13th of Octo- 
ber 176&, sat off for Dover, where he embarked 
for Calais, and proceeded to Paris. There he 
was received with all the eclat and magnificence, 
m the power of that voluptuous court to bestow 
on a prince, who had travelled so far to visit the 
most polished court in Europe. Here the trea- 
sures of France and Denmark were poured forth 
in a mingled stream ; and the king plunged anew 
into dissipation. The Duke of Orleans initiati^d 
him in Parisian voluptuousness. It was, perhaps, 
mere caprice that induced Christian to travel 
in Holland, incog, as Prince of Travendahl; — in 
England as a king, — in France as Count of Olden- 
burgh. After dining at Versailles, with the French 
king, queen, and court, a large curtain was with^ 
drawn and shewed him a fine view of his great 
palace, Christianborg, at Copenhagan. The prince 
De Gonde gave him a grand hunt by torch-light 
in an illuminated forest* Such splendid spec- 
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tacles, even in France, were scarcely ever before 
witnessed. No wonder that the youtMul king 
was completely entranced, and lost, as it were, 
in a flood of pleasure. Whilst he was in this 
capital, in defiance of Struensee's remonstrances^ 
he abandoned himself with more inry than 
ever to unrestrained habits of debauchery, whilst 
his health more than ever suffered, not only by 
former taints, but still more severely by a re- 
cent infection, which rendered . his case almost 
hopeless. At the court of Versailles, our king left 
a very mean character behind him as to his 
prowess in feats of love ; and there, as in London* 
Christian was king of diamonds, and Holcke king 
of hearts! 

On the 8th of December, the king and his suite 
quitted Paris, on his return to the capital of 
Denmark, vid Strasburg and Altona, which he 
reached on the beginning of January, 1769, 
after an absence of rather more than six months, 
and the expenditure of nearly two hundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling. 
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CHAP. V. 



Queen Matilda. — The Cou7its Struemee and Rant^ 
zau.— Court vntrigues.-r-Peter the Third, Count 

- Ranizau the cause of his death. — Madame Gdhler. 
'"^First cof^ential interview bettueen Queen Ma^ 
tilda and Struemee. — Its result. — Ructions on 
their comparative crimnality. 

During the absence of her giddy lord, Matilda 
resided principally at the palace of Fredericksr 
berg, in the vicinity of Copenhagen ; and her con- 
duct was free from reproach. Though courted and 
menaced by conflicting factions, she joined with 
none, nor shewed the least ambition for political 
power. She appeared to feel a truly matemal 
affection for her child, and in spite of remon- 
strances, had the infant and nurse to sleep in her 
own apartment. She sometimes visited, and was 
visited by, the queen dowager and prince Frer 
derick, but lived very retired. She was 
grown in stature, and appeared much more 
womanly than when she arrived in Denmark. 
The glow of robust health was on her cheek ; she 
often nursed her child, and a more interesting 
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object could scarcely be conceived than this 
healthy and lively young queen playing with her 
babe. During this state of retirement, Matilda 
visited the houses of the farmers and peasants 
who resided near the palace; and though she 
could not converse fluently with those poor grate- 
ful people, she gained their warm hearts by her 
condescension in visiting their cottages, smiling 
graciously on their wives and daughters^ and dis:^ 
tributing useful presents. Thus innocently, queen 
Matilda passed her time during the travels of her 
*wild and dissipated husband. 
^ During all this time, the different factions were 
struggling for ascendency. The chiefs of those 
domestic curses, sent home to Denmark such 
accounts of the conduct of the king, and the 
overweening influence of Count Holcke, as awa* 
kened the most serious apprehensions in the minds 
t)f those who really felt for their country, Matildisi 
Tanked Count Holcke as her most formidable 
enemy; and she strove in vain to prevent his accom- 
panying the king. Count Charles Schak Rant- 
zau, governor of Gluckstadt, a general in the 
^rmy, a knight of the order of the Elephant, the 
head of one of the most powerful families under 
the Danish crown, being ambitious of power, 
found means to induce Count Holcke and Enevold 
Brandts to favor the appointment of Doctor John 
Frederick Struensee, as physician in ordinary to 
the king, and to accompany his majesty in the 
grand tour that he meditated through Holland, 
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England, France, and Germany.* There is 
scarcely a doubt, though the immediate conse- 
quence of this step was beneficial to Struensee 
alone, that general Count Rantzau had his own 
interest in view; and that he hoped, by the 
-talents and influence of Struensee, to ascertain 
^and counteract the machinations of Count Holcke, 
xandonce more obtain a post of consequence in the 
'Couit of Christian the Seventh. 

Struensee was a libertine and a freethinker: 



* The following account of the unfortunate count Struensee, and 
lis &ther and brothers, is extracted firom the Conversion of Struensee^ 
p. 55-^7. 

: . A4am Strueosee, his father, was bom at New Rif^pon, edu- 
cated at Brandenburg, and studied at Halle and Jena. In 1730, 
h^ was made chaplain to Count Witgenstein; he married the 
daughter of the count^s physician. Frederick the Fifth advanced 
him to the high post of general superintendant to the two duchies ; 
« clerical rank, nearly equal to a bishc^. 

John Frederick, iifterwards Count Struensee, was bom at HaUe, on 
the 5th of August, 1737; studied medicine; was appointed physician 
to the districts of Rant^uiu and Pinneberg ; resided at Altena ; in April, 
1768, was appointed physician to the king; — in May, 1769, 
lecture royale; — on the 19th May, 1770, counsellor of conference, 
and maitre du requestes; — in July, 1771, first minister of the 
crown, created a count, and invested, by the queen, with the 
order of Matilda; — ^was arrested the 17th January, 1773, and behead- 
ed, &C. the 28th April following. Charles Struensee, now a minister 
of the crown (1817) in Prussia, with the rank of baron, was bom 
in 1735, — ^was professor of mathematics, at Ligneitz, in Silisia. 
He was called to Denmark, by Struensee ; made minister of justice, 
and arrested with him ; as was also the case with a younger brother, 
.io whom he had given a commission in the horse-guards. 
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lie possessed considerable talents, and became a 
&vohte with this nobleman, whose morals were of 
the same loose stamp. Count Rantzau married his 
first cousin, the daughter of his father s brother. 
Count Oppendorflf, of KieL It was rather a union of 
the two estates of Rantzau Oppendorff and Rant- 
xau Aschberg. The count and countess had 
not been long married before she retired from the 
counts residence. Her husband ever'- used to 
speak of her as a good creature, a little beside 
herself. It was too probably his libertine pursuits 
that destroyed her health, her peace, and affected 
her intellects* He frequently visited the countess 
when he was near her residence, and shewed her 
respect when she was no longer capable of being 
gratified by his attentions. 

When young, the count was a very fine man : he 
was of a profuse disposition, caring so little about 
money, that when he was colonel of a regiment;, 
Tind wanted to light his pipe, if no other paper 
were within reach, he would make use of Danish 
bank notes of ten, twenty, or thirty dollars each. 
His purse and his table were always open to his 
friends. He was munificent to the poor; a liberal 
landlord, a brave officer, accomplished courtier, 
and a universal lover. He possessed that cool 
kind of courage which denotes the firmest nerves. 
He had been engaged in several duels, some of a 
political, but more o^ female origin, if the expres- 
sion may be allowed, and more than once he laid 
an opponent dead at his feet. In one case. 
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where he had debauched the daughter of a gen- 
tleman whom he could not avoid fighting, and 
who rushed on the sword of his child's betrayer, 
the count was for a time inconsolable ; he threw 
himself at the feet of the widow with every matk 
of penitence, imploring her forgiveness ; he mar* 
ried widi the kft handy* the unfortunate lady ha 
had, jeduced, and settled an ample provision on 
the nosier and. her other children. Time and 
new amoUFB soon efiaced the melancholy inspired 
)>y this domestic tragedy, and the count became 
M gay and dissolute as ever, 
v His estates were very considerable, and lay 
principally at Aschberg, about four English miles 
ifrom Ploen^ and twenty from Lubeck. His resi- 
dence inCk>penhagen was the Princens Palace, to 
the west of Ghristianborg. At an early age this 
^stingyished nobleman served the emperor of 
Austria. He was at Petersburgh when Peter the 
.Third avow^ his determination to make war on 
Denmark for the recovery of the territories ceded 
jua 1737, in Holstein and Sleiswick. 

At that eventful crisis, count Charles Schak 
Rantzau was not an idle spectator of his country's 
4a|]^er/. He gained the confidence of prince 



♦ An interaiediate state, between that of wife and mistress, in 
'-mat kf G^murjr, and called ^ left-hand marriages^i' mostly used 
iprlnre a great inequality exists as to birth and rank. It m said 
dMt Oeoirge the First married the person, afterwards Duchess of 
Kendalf in that way. 
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Orloff and the empress, by communicating the 
secret designs of the unfortunate emperor, who, 
true or false, was accused by coimt Rantzau of 
intending to put the empress to death. The re- 
sult is too weU known to require repetition; Petet 
was dethroned and murdered ; his wife ascended 
&e throne;^ Holstein was saved from invasion; 
and the unoffending Hambui^rs were forced to 
pay Frederic the fifth a million of doUars, be- 
cause the autocrat of all the Russias had menaced 
Denmark with invasion !— Thus, in Russia too, he 
helped to depose a legitimate sovereign, and elevate 

a * . • and a •....•. to an imperial 

throne. Ten years afterwards, he seized ft 
young and interesting queen, the wife of his dwti 
sovereign, in the dead hour of sleep, and hurled 
her from a throne to a prison! Strange events 
these to have fallen to one man's share ! It is 
neither my object to vilify the memory of this 
extraordinary nobleman, nor conceal his failings. 
He was a marked character ; signalized from the 
ordinary herd of courtiers by splendid qualities. 
I have never yet seen any thing like a correct 
biographical sketch of his eventful life ; all I can 
do is to supply a few leading traits, that may 



* To prove that Peter came to his death by natural means, his 
disconsolate widow, had his corse exposed naked to the view of 
all the world, although a company of grenadiers, with fixed bayonets, 
surrounded it on every side, threatening instant death to any one 
who should dare approach to examine it ! J ! 
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perhaps remove the raystery that envelope his mo- 
tive and conduct, on the fatal night that consigned a 
young and beautiful queen to shame, ruin, and exile. 

It is already mentioned, that in the spring of 
17G8, count Rantzau was the cause of Struensee 
being placed near the person of Christian the 
Seventh. It is probable that the real intention of 
Rantzau was to gain early and correct intelligence 
of the conduct of counts Holcke, Bernstorff, 
Molckte, &c. particularly the former, with the 
view of counteracting Holcke, and ingratiating 
himself with the queen. Whether Struensee had 
secret instructions or not, it is certain he omitted 
no opportunity of undermining Holcke in the es* 
teem of the king ; for he was admirably calculated 
to perform a secondary part, though wholly 
incapable of striding the whirlwind and directing 
the storm » 

During the king s stay at Paris, count Holcke 
fell under serious displeasure ; and just then 
arrived the celebrated count, then chamberlain 
von Brandt, a sort of dependant and partizan of 
Rantzau s, tha bosom friend of Stiniensee ; a man 
of polished manners, undaunted courage, a deist 
as to religion, and a libertine as to love* From 
the period of Brandt's arrival in Paris, the influ- 
ence of the giddy and voluptuous count Holcke 
Was shaken, and diminished ; but the time of 
his dismissal, and of Brandts elevation to hi|i 
high post, had not then arrived. 

Those politicians, the counts Bernstorff and 
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Molckte, saw without alarm the king^s fondness of 
the gay and dissipated count Holcke, because, 
absorbed in voluptuous pursuits, those states- 
men thought him perfectly indiiferent to state 
affairs : he might dissipate the king s treasures, 
contaminate his morals^ and destroy hisconstitutioa 
without censure, as long as he did not presume to 
interfere with the government of the kingdom. 

Count Rantzau took the best means in his 
power to convince queen Matilda of these facts; 
and that the great object of each faction was to 
keep her majesty from meddling with affair* 
of state. The partisans of Juliana have accused 
Struensee of transmitting anonymous letters to 
the queen, containing the most exaggerated pic- 
tures of the king's debaucheries; and they have 
even asserted that Struensee himself was the in- 
stigator of the king s most criminal excesses, 
on purpose that, on his return to Denmark, 
he might infect his queen ! aspersions which I 
notice only to illustrate the rancorous malice of 
the enemies of Struensee. 

As to count Rantzau, he felt all the esteem of 
an affectionate brother towards Fredeiic the Fifth. 
He was not ignorant of the base designs of Juliana 
Maria. He promised her dying husband on his 
oath, and his honor, that he would never desert 
his favorite boy Christian* He now saw that son 
surrounded by dissolute minions, who were urging 
him to destruction. It is therefore allowable to 
presume that count Rantzau had no dishonorable 
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views in the part he acted, as it were behuid the 
scenes ; and tliat in seeking to obtain power, he 
intended to use it for the public good. 

The king s irregularities, led to more Irequent 
personal interviews between him and Struensee, 
who knew so well how to use them that, insen- 
sibly, he acquired, not merely an influence, but 
such kind of authority over the king, as a man 
might he supposed to possess who is the keeper 
of another's honor ; a witness of his secret vices ; 
and a mild and eloquent declaimer against them* 
And though the giddy prince took no pains to im- 
prove his mind by the intercourse with distin- 
guished foreigners which his recent tour had 
afforded, Struensee was not so remiss; but whilst 
he revelled in voluptuous pleasures, he dedicated 
a considerable part of Ms time to the acquirement 
of knowledge. During this tour, his manners, 
always insinuating and pleasing, had acquired a 
polish and dignity before unknown. Even the 
giddy and dissolute count Holcke perceived it: 
Struensee was a deist when a mere boy at Halle; 
and of course, his intercourse at Paris with phi- 
losophers and wits, had not increased his rever- 
ence for revealed religion. In short, Struensee 
returned to Denmark a corrupted atheist, and as 
refined a sensualist as ever Paris produced* 

It was a gross mistake of the true state of things 
that led Mr. B. H. Latrobe and so many writers to be- 
lieve that Matilda once felt aversion towards Stru- 
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ensee.* It was a master stroke of policy, intended 
to blind and deceive counts Molckte and Bemstorff; 
for if the queen had shewn any tokens of pre^ 
ference or solicitude, ere Struensee had intrenched 
himself as it were in the good graces of his im- 
becile sovereign, the suspicions of Holcke would 
hate been awakened, and means found to remove 
the intruder before he had taken too deep root 

Such was the situation of affairs, on the return 
to Denmark of Christian the Seventh and hig 
suite, at the beginning of 1769. 

In proportion as the king declined and dege*^ 
Derated in his physical and intellectual powers^ 
Matilda had made more than proportionate ad^ 
vances. Her person was much increased in 
height and breadth ; her air and appearance more 
dignified and imposing ; her mmd seemed to have 
acquired firmness, and, on their first interview, 
her conscious husband absolutely startled at the 
improved appearance of his queen : reflecting on 
his own imbecility, he seemed half reluctant, half 
ashamed to meet her. 

Unfortunate victim of the crimes of an unprin- 
cipled step-mother! at that moment his whole 
system was tainted ; and he should not have ap- 
proached Matilda, to tantalize her imagination, 
and pollute her wholesome blood ! Like the snail 

* Authentic elucidation of the history of counts Struensee and 
Brandt, p. 40. 
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that crawls over the blushing nectarine, he defiled 
his yoathfiil bride ; the poison, spreading through 
her veins, soon displayed i^s destructive influence. 
To whomsoever she had applied, of all the medi- 
cal men in Denmark, Struensee was the man wliom 
she should have most avoided. 

Amongst the ladies with whom Matilda asso^ 
ciated, her favourite was Madame Gohler,* the 
beautiful, accomplished, fascinating and wanton 
wife of the general of that name. Philosoff the 
Russian minister, and Struensee, were favoured 
rivals in this lady's good graces, who made her 
charms subservient to her political views. She 
aimed at supplanting Count Holcke, to promote 
the influence of the queen, and through her favor 
to advance herself to the rank of chief female fa- 
vourite. Her Russian lover declared against the 
queen's interest, and on this account Madame 
Gohler excluded him from her boudoir ; and Stru- 
ensee was preferred, much less from personal ad^ 
vantages than the political power she hoped to 
obtain by making him her instrument. The court3 
of Russia and France were each supporting their 
favorite a^nts ; those were BemstorfT, Molckte, 

* Lady GUilervu at diis.tiioe about 37 yean of age: herfigoi^ 
good; her complexicm remarkably clear and fine ; features flmall and 
regulai*, yet expressive ; ber eyes dark and piercing; she was ra- 
ther too much inclined to en bon point; her style of dress was 
greatly admired. General G5hler was a good looking man ; rather 
short and stout ; he commanded the artillery, and resided in the 
Storm Qadan. 
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Schimmeliimn, Thott, and Lauerig. The Russian 
minister, imputing his declining influence withi: 
Madame GolUer to the superior accomplishments 
of Struensee, and knowing that his rank as an 
embassador forbade a physician lifting an ami 
against him, like a cowardly ruffian, he fell una- 
wares upon his rival, and gave him a very severe 
castigation with a cane ; a mode of discipline to 
which he had himself often submitted at Petersburg 
fiom the hand of Peter the Third, in w hose mnr^ 
der he was afterwards instrumental. His asso- 
ciate, Sakkr^ was born in Holstein, and dismissed 
on a charge of fraud and embezzlement, from his 
post as bailiff over the royal domain called Trit- 
tau ; an appointment that marked the contempt 
felt by Catherine and her ministers towards the 
Danish court. 

Madame Gohler made love subservient to am* 
bition: she dismissed the Russian hoyard the 
moment her interest required it : and instead of 
monopolizing the attentions of Struensee, she did 
ail she could to advance his interest with the 
queen ; to whom she spoke of Struensee as a man 
worthy of the esteem and confidence of any 
woman, and earnestly advised Matilda to allow 
her to state her majesty's case to the general, that 
he might make it known to Struensee, 

The interview that decided the fate of Matilda 
and Struensee took place, under the mediation 
of lady Guhler, in the kings hunting lodge at 
Truvendahl. On this occasion Struensee adorned 
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ilis person with more than common care ; and he 
certainly formed a striking contrast to the king 
his master* Struensee was full five feet ten 
inches high, and very robust; his complexion fair; 
his eye blue ; his luxuriant hair was flaxen, rather 
inclined to yellow; a high forehead, prominent 
noses well-formed mouth, a good set of teeth:* 
his personal defects consisted, in his appearance 
being too heavy to be graceful, his neck was short, 
and he was a little in-kneed : from these particu- 
lars it will readily be conceived that he made a 
better figure on horseback than on foot. Stru- 
ensee took particular pride in dressing with ele- 
gance; he fenced and danced well ; and whilst he 
was in England, he took lessons from Mr. Astley, 
and greatly improved his horsemanship. He 
wore his hair dressed like the queen, namely, 
four curls on each side, a high toupee, the hair 
behind plaited, and made fast with a comb ; he 
wore a black silk waistcoat, small clothes and 
$tockings; and a coat of blue cloth with gilt 
buttons ; the suit which he then wore having been 
made by the first tailor in London : Struensee waa 
then just in the flower of his days ; the glow of 
robust health tinged his florid cheeks, and spari* 
kled in his fine blue eyes ; and if he were not an 
Adonis, he was a noble looking fellow, whose 

* In the " Conversion of Struensee^* the portrait is rather a 
caricature than a likeness. In Mr. Jens Wolff*8 Northern Toor, 
p. 80, there is a more natural representation, but the attitude 19 
bad. Editor. 
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physiognomy and manners were calculate^ to 
make too deep an impression on an amorous^ 
neglected, insulted, and injured woman. 

It cannot be believed that Matilda attended 
this assignation without experiencing emotions 
painful and humiliating; and she inherited her full 
share of the hauteur that marks her family. Stru- 
ensee was, of course, all deference ; he said but 
little ; for Lady Gohler had beforehand apprised 
the queen of all the vices of her degenerate hus- 
band ; polluting her ear by the description of 
habits, the very knowledge of which was heretofore 
hidden from her, and which cannot be told by a 
woman of real modesty. But the fair Matilda did 
not possess that extreme delicacy that would lead 
some females to perish by inches, rather than re* 
veal their sexual infirmities to a stranger : on the 
contrary, she discoursed relative to her health 
with great composure. But her bosom swelled 
with scorn and indignation, and tears of anger, 
rather than sorrow, fell in profusion from her fine 
eyes, as Madame Gohler recited those disgusting 
articles of impeachment against Christian the 
Seventh, that are too indelicate to be inserted. 
This fatal interview, brought about by lady Gohler 
to promote her own personal views, was the first 
important error committed by a young and inex- 
perienced queen. Matilda's first impulse was 
to write home to her mother and brother, and de- 
mand a separation, with liberty to retire to Eng- 
land. '' I have experienced little else/' said the 
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queen, "than mortifications: the king's family 
are all secretly my enemies ; the ministers of the 
crown are my enemies ; and my husband is the 
worst foe of all ! I will take my child and quit 
these hated shores/' Whilst grief and indigna- 
tion thus shook her frame, Madame Gohler ap« 
peared affected by the sorrows of Matilda almost 
as powerfully as the fair sufferer herself. Stru- 
ensee stood in an attitude as if he were bow^d 
down by grief: his left hand pressed his bosom; 
with his right he covered his face, as it were 
to conceal the tears that, whether they were real 
or suborned, trickled down his manly cheeks. 
The first burst of passion over, Matilda was 
pleased by the silent insidious homage paid by the 
accomplished Struensee. *^ You pity me. Sir," said 
she; " Madame Gohler has convinced me how truly 
you are my friend : be then my counsellor, as well 
as physician, and try if you cannot restore my 
peace of mind, as well as health!" Struensee 
could scarcely conceal his transports : Madame 
Gohler was in secret raptures at the complete 
success that appeared to attend her scheme. 
Bowing lowly, in an attitude of classical propriety, 
the exulting flatterer said, *' It would ill become 
me, revered qtieen, to offer any other than pro-* 
fessional advice ; and were I to presume thus far, 
and offer my humble opinion, I could not improve 
upon your own noble and just intention of appeal-* 
ing to the protection of your august family ; but 
there is one point that probably your majesty may 
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not have considered : your infant, madam, is the 
heir apparent to the crown of Denmark, and should 
you resolve to quit these shores, your child must 
be left behind ; left perhaps to perish under theit 
cruelty who were the first great cause of all his 
royal fathers misfortunes." Struensee never 
looked better, or spoke more gracefully or impr^s* 
sively. Matilda was overcome ; she almost scream* 
ed, when by a master*touch Struensee alluded 
to her separation from her husband and return 
to England, as necessarily occasioning a separation 
from her beloved child ! All the fears of the tenderest 
mother rushed in a flood to her agitated bosom: 
she almost screamed as with a ccmvulsed voice, 
she exclaimed, " Never, never, will I aband(m my 
child !" Madame Gohler wept in silence. Stru- 
ensee, when Matilda appeared more calm, bade 
her assume her proper station, banish Count 
Holcke, and gradually take the reins of govern- 
ment into her own hands ; which, said he, your 
unhappy lor4 will never more be in a condition to 
exercise : telling the afflicted queen that although 
the king might live many years, yet he thought 
his intellectual faculties could never be restored. 
Madame Gohler then, with earnest humility, 
entreated the queen not to quit a court of which 
she was tlie pride aiid ornament, and leave her 
child and friends to the mercy of Juliana. This 
name, as by magic, roused all her pride and re- 
sentment. " No !" said Matilda with energy, " I 
will not flee : I will face my foes, and conquer them 
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l^r perish !" This was the very point to which 
Madame Gohler and Stniensee wished to work 
^her feelings. '' Thanks be to God ! for this re- 
solve," exclaimed the beauteous Dane, as she 
dropped on her knee to promise, in the name of 
m her Creator, eternal fidelity to her royal mistress 
^and her child. Struensee, whose heart was 
really touched, sobbed audibly. Secretly soothed 
by this proof of attachment and sensibility, Ma- 
tilda extended her hand, saying, '* Ilencejorth be 
you my knight,'' Struensee, dropping on his knee 
opposite to Madame Gohler, bedewed her hand 
with tears, as he breathed a solemn oath to be a 
true knight to his queen ! This interview decided 
the destiny of Matilda and Struensee ; though pro- 
bably at this moment, not one of the interesting 
Igroupe harboured a thought of the consequeneeB 
that ensued. From this moment the intercourse be- 
tween Matilda and Struensee grew more frequent; 
her health was soon restored, and he that was her 
physician, gained her heart- Th e queen was young, 
her passions at their flood, her feelings violent, her 
judgment weak, as must ever be the case where our 
passions are strong enough to subdue our reason, 
And if ever a woman merited pardon for a frailty, 
it was Matilda : let any one look at such a female, 
and such a husband! let them consider her tainted 
by a loathsome disease, unbosoming herself to a 
man of high endowments, in the flower of manhood* 
The temptation was too powerful for human nature, 
under such circumstances, to resist : she yielded, 
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and they fell : but that Deity who filled their to6 
susceptible hearts with those warm passions thai 
precipitated them from their high estate, will wipe 
from his tablets the record of their crime, which 
is amply expiated by their sufferings. If Matilda 
had been of more mature years, if her passions 
had been less ardent, a proper sense of her duty 
would have curbed resentful feelings; for it cannot 
be doubted that the vast distance between their 
stations, and the solemn nature of his duties as 
physician to the king her husband, must have re- 
strained Struensee, and kept him in awe, howeyer 
ardent were his passion, or daring his^ ambition; 
Real, in-born modesty is one of the sweetest 
graces, as well as the strongest guards, of female 
chastity. Perhaps the palaces of kings aad 
princes are not the places where this virtue thrives, 
thence, Matilda, even were she deficient in that 
quality, is rather an object of compassion than 
censure. Madam Gohler was an able auxihary; 
and if Struensee brought his deistical principles 
into play ; if he were able, as I have been assured 
was the case, to eradicate from her mind all be- 
lief in revealed religion and a state of future 
punishment or reward, then indeed the fortress 
was dismantled, and, when betrayed by the traitor 
passions within, incapable of resistance!— It is 
really hard to decide where lay the preponderating 
weight of blame. The first impulse of Matilda's 
feelings, in the eventful interview at Travendahl, 
took a proper direction ; which Madame Gohler 
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and Struensee's insidious council turned aside* 
Even at this period, the disposition of Matilda 
had lost much of that gentleness and good nature 
which distinguished her on her first arrival. Her 
carriage had become more bold and confident ; her 
temper more quick, severe, and imperious. It is 
not likely she ever felt a very strong affection 
towards a worn but debauchee, who grew tired of 
her before the honey-moon expired; and it is 
consistent with the decided character of Matilda 
to imagine, when she found her blood tainted 
with a loathsome disease by an imbecile and 
depraved husband, that every vestige of respect 
vanished, and hatred, scorn, and the fiercest thirst 
of vengeance, took its place in her bosom. The 
enemies of Struensee accused him of havings 
through Count Charles Schak Rantzau, commu- 
nicated to the queen all the follies and vices that 
disgraced her husband during his travels the pre- 
ceding year. These accusations, like a multitude 
more with , which the memory of the guilty 
favorite has been loaded, had probably no other 
foundation than the black and horrible malice of 
his enemies, who literally carried their enmity 
beyond the grave. 

Matilda must have made unequivocal advances 
to Struensee : but let not her memory be stigma-^ 
tised by this remark: for if she resolved to transfer 
to him the heart that her husband had relinquishedj» 
it was then her business to save the man to whose 
affections she aspired, the guilt and peril of se- 
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ducing her. These facts, however, offer no apology^ 
for her lover. What insult, wrong, or provocation 
had he to plead ? With all his faults, the king had 
been to him a kind master. He ought to have 
warned the young and irritated queen of the 
fearful precipice she was ascending. Struensee 
was guilty of the most heinous breach of faith 
that can be conceived; and he had neither tl^e. 
levity of youth, nor the want of a thorough knowr 
ledge of the world, to plead as an excuse for his 
delinquency. Struensee was as great a sensualist 
as his royal master ; but he had more self-conunand, 
and husbanded his stock of health and manhood 
with more skill. This superior judgment blaekeiui 
the turpitude of Struensee's conduct. It was im* 
possible for him to stifle the voice of honour in hist 
conscience, even if he were ever so firmly resolved 
to disregard its dictates : nor could he blind him- 
self to the dangers that beset him on every side : 
dangers that were so formidable and so palpable^ 
that when his principles proved too much relaxed 
to restrain his licentious passions, common sense, 
supplying the place of honesty in many cases^ 
warned bim in vain to desist. 

Struensee, in his defence, affirmed, and pror 
bably with justice, that during his attendance on 
the king on his travels, he strove by every means 
in his power to wean him from his vicious propen- 
sities; warning bim of that swift and sure destruc- 
tion in which their continuance would involve 
both body and mind, Happy had it been for 
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himself and for Matilda if he could have subdued 
his own master passion, and taught the young 
indignant queen to curb her vindictive feelings, 
and avoid dishonour. If he had pursued this di- 
rect, straight, and honorable course ; if, with all 
the pathos and eloquence of which he was master, 
he had told the queen that his life she might com- 
mand, but his honour he must preserve, and that, 
although as an humble friend he might serve her, 
as a lover he should entail eternal ruin and dis- 
grace on both their heads ; it is highly probable 
that pride would have averted the calamity and 
disgrace that followed; and Struensee, faithful to 
his sovereign, and respected by the woman whom 
hef had saved from dishonour, might still have 
gratified the utmost scope of laudable ambition, 
and lived and died honored and respected: in- 
stead of which, with his eyes open, he rushed 
upon infamy and destruction, dragging his unfor- 
tunate queen with him to perdition. 
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Melancholy state of the king. — A royal tour to the 
Jbuchies of Holstein and Sleiswick. — Count Rant" 
zaus hospitality. — History of Gourmand^ the kht^s 
favorite dog. — Anecdotes of the court. — A Circas^ 
sian princess. — Altered manners of Queen Matilda: 
wears leathern smaU-chthes, and sits her barse likt 
a num. — Prosperity mare difficult to endure than 
adversity. — Struensee and Brandt admonished hy 
Count Rantzau. — The last interview: a dream.^^ 
The arrest of Matilda, Strtcensee, and Brandt, 

IT is exceedingly difficult to comprehend the real 
state ofthe king's intellects at this period of his life:* 
his senses were so far unimpaired that he knew 

* Count Reventlau had a daughter who was a confirmed idiot: 
she was inoculated for the small pox, and had a very fine sort ; this 
being communicated to Frederick the Fifth, he had matter taken 
from her arm for the inoculation of his son Christian. Strong preju- 
dices prevailed at that time against the practice, on the score of its 
impiety ; and the subsequent decay of intellect that befel this prince 
was imputed to the person being an idiot from whom the infection 
was received. 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 95 

«very body with whom he was acquainted; and 
Conversed rationally enough on common-place sub- 
jects : he had the most fixed abhorrence of public 
business, and signed his name without investiga- 
tion to every thing proposed by his ministers. 
During his recent tour through the principal parts 
of Europe, his excesses of every kind were 
multiplied, and those secret vices to which 
in early youth he was initiated through the wick* 
ness of Juliana, grew so strong upon him, that 
even the presence of his attendants was no re- 
straint upon their filthy indulgence; and as though, 
nature intended a two-fold punishment for those 
who so scandalously violated her laws, the effect of 
these vices smite the understanding and paralyze 
die intellectual, as well as the physical faculties. 
During the seven months that Christian the Seventh 
vpeat in his travels, his mind was kept in a state of 
intense exertion by the fascinating objects that 
every hour assailed his senses. He seemed un- 
usually depressed and abashed when he first saw 
the queen and his child, after his return from 
France. The excessive draughts upon his spirits 
accelerated the catastrophe, and he declined ra- 
pidly from that period ; which change was, by the 
enemies of Matilda and Struensee, imputed to 
drugs administered by their orders, and to the 
brutal coercion to which he was subjected. He 
was reduced to a state of incapacity to govern, 
before Matilda and Struensee seized the hekn : 
but he was not in a condition that required the 
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vigilance of a keeper. From being quick and 
sensitive, he grew dull, lethargic, sullen, and 
dreadfully furious if greaty irritated. 

Whilst Struensee was lord of the ascendant, 
the king was held in a state of liberal confinement, 
debarred from the intercourse and society of 
every one save those who were placed about his 
person by the queen and Matilda: yet, during 
all that period, he dined in public with the queen; 
accompanied her in the field sports to which sh^ 
became so much addicted; appeared at the French 
and Italian operas, danced at their balls, and took 
part in their card parties : but little if any atten- 
tion was paid to what he said, except as far as 
his wants were concerned; and all the subaltern 
attendants and domestic servants had orden 
never to speak to the king ! One Sunday, coming 
from the royal chapel, the king turned the wrong 
way, and lost himself in the vast passages ef his 
enormous palace: seeing Struensee's valet, he 
asked him, in a mild and melancholy tone, to 
shew him his way to his apartment. This pei;- 
son, a young, handsome, gay Norwegian, and a 
favorite and humble confidant of his master,, 
respectfully, but in profound silence, -complied 
with the monarch's request, and conducted him 
to his magnificent prison. 

Not long after the wasteful and impolitic tour 
to England, France, &c. the court went on a jour- 
ney through Holstein and Sleiswick; during 
which the king and queen paid a visit to Count 
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Rantzau at his principal country residence Asch- 
b6rg*. The mansion was neither very large 
nor magnificent. The old edifice was much in 
the style of gentlemen's houses in England of the 
seventeenth century : the new house^ as it was 
called, was connected with the ancient structure, 
aind consisted of a suite of four tolerable rooms on 
the ground floor, and as many above : this build- 
ing was allotted to the king and queen, and their 
jirincipal courtiers, as Brandt, Struensee, &c. 
Amongst the females was the lady of, General 
Gohler, and the wife of counsellor Fabricius,t a 
gay intriguing woman, whose husband was one of 

* Hie fiimily of Rantzau was one of the most celebrated in Hoi- 
stem, . not only for antiquity and the extent of their possessions, but 
for the number of warriors and statesmen it produced. The gar*> 
dens at Aschberg were as much celebrated in that country as 
those of Stow in England. In the centre was a conical hiU, per- 
iMips an ancient tumulus, round which a spiral walk led to the sum- 
mit. This mount was planted with ash-trees; berg signifies a 
mountain, and the name .of this county either gave its appella- 
tion to, or was derived firom this mount On the top was a rural 
bower. From this mount there was a fine view over the lake of 
eight miles breadth, diversified by woody islands and picturesque 
shores. From the post road, a double row of venerable elms formed 
a noble avenue that led to the principal entrance. At a small dis- 
tance was a tolerably good inn, where the domestics of the king and 
his nobles lodged, and which, in summer time, was generally full of 
company firom Lubeck, Hamburgh, <&c. who were attracted by the 
rural beauties of Aschberg. Editor. 

f This gentleman was possessed of very superior talents; he was 
fitruensee^s confidential adviser, whose M involved" him in ruin. 

U 
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Struensee's confidential friends. Count Rantzan 
himself was the most finished libertine of the age ; 
but even that experienced courtier saw with sur- 
prise the bold and altered manners of the young 
queen, and the licentiousness that reigned amongst 
her female train. It was the opportunities that 
this Holstein journey, and the residence of the 
court at his house> afibrded to the count of ob- 
serving the conduct of Struensee and the queen, 
that convinced him he had introduced an agent 
who would soon tower high above himself, and 
probably kick down the ladder by which he had 
been raised- His suspicions once awakened, he 
watched the proceedings of Struensee and the 
queen, which, confirming his jealous fears to their 
utmost extent, soon eradicated every feeling of 
friendship towards Struensee, and in its place im- 
planted those deadly feelings of hatred which, at no 
very distant day, led to the destruction of the in- 
cautious pair. 

During the residence of the court at the 
count's mansion, he one day found means, in 
spite of the vigilance of Brandt and Struensee, 
to obtain an hour's conversation with the king. 
Count Rantzau knew his weakness too well to 
commit himself in any way ; all he wished was to 
ascertain the state of the king's mind, who, 
pleased with the puerile amusements that were 
provided, seemed perfectly indifferent to every 
thing else. Rantzau gazed on the emasculated 
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being with looks fraught with more meaning than 
his words, and tears trickled down his furrowed 
cheeks. The king seemed affected; for a mo- 
ment, th6 former sensibility and vivacity of his 
character illumined his dimmed eye and pallid 
cheek. He seized the count by the hand, and 
said — " You were a true friend to my father, you 
will never be an enemy to me." — "Never, sire I 
never will I hesitate to sacrifice my life in your 
defence !" Then falling on one knee, he drew an 
antique ring from his finger, and put it on the 
king's, saying in a solemn manner, '^ This ring, 
sire, was given me by your royal father when I 
returned from Russia, and when, by fortunate ex- 
ertions there, I was the humble means of averting 
a gireat calamity that threatened his throne : deign 
to wear this for my sake, and for your father's ; 
^nd if ever your majesty thinks yourself in dan- 
ger, and yoil want the assistance of Rantzau, send 
this ring to me, and 1 will flee on the wings of af- 
fection tod loyalty to your aid." Kantzau had 
scarcely wiped the falling tear a\<^ay, ere the 
king, hearing footsteps approach, fell off at once 
into his idiot state, and running to a canine friend 
of his that was basking in the sun, took him round 
the neck, hugging him with ardou^> and calling him 
hi?f faithful guard. This uncommon dog was liver- 
coloured, of prodigious height and size; his broad 
chest shewed all the strength of the English 
mastiff;, his form, the, elegance of the greyhound. 
Such was the king's favourite dog, called Gour- 

h2 
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Viand. Gourmand* had a carriage for his sole 
use when the king travelled, and a Jacquey to at- 
tend him; he was served with food from the 
king's table, and was often fed by his royal master s 
hand. In the midst of regal etiquette, Grourmand 
alone acted without restraint, though generally 
with distinguished decency : he would, when he 
pleased, stretch his fine-formed limbs on the same 
rich sofa where his master reclined ; and then no 
one dared approach till he awoke. He was play- 
some, docile, and incorriiptibly faithful to his 
master : the only one of all the king's attendants 
of whom so much might be said with any regard 
to historical truth. 

The partisans of Bemstorff, of Molckte, and of 
Juliana, in derision of Struensee's new bom ho- 
nor, dubbed this four-legged favorite of their 
sovereign. Monsieur Gourmand, Conferentie Raad; 
i. e. Mr. Gourmand, privy counsellor to the king. 
Such was the animal, and such the honors 
paid to him by Christian the Seventh, to which 
he hastened almost before Rantzau had done 
speaking ; a circumstance that led the count to 
think that the king was apprehensive of danger, 

* Goarmand, on account of his beauty and gigantic size, was 
presented to the king by a nobleman who resided at or near to 
Lubeck : after the fall of Stniensee the king was deprived of his 
favorite dog, which was returned to the person by whom it had 
been presented. It is said that this dog leaped on and seized an as- 
sassin, who, at a masquerade in 1772, was there with a view to 
kill the king. Editor. 
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and fully comprehended the meaning of the 
count's gift. It would be difficult to conceive a 
more distressing spectacle, than that presented to 
a cdntemplative mind in the wreck of this gay 
young monarch, now became an object of fixed 
aversion to his wife, and of secret scorn to his 
own menials. Enfeebled as he was in mind and 
body, he had yet sufficient consciousness to feel 
at intervals all the misery of his degraded con-r 
dition, though he wanted resolution tp quit those 
abhorrent vices by which it was produced. From 
this moment, till the fatal 17th of January 1772, 
the king took no particular notice of the count, 
but the ring kept its place on his finger. During 
the stay of the court at Aschberg, Count Rantzau 
spared no pains nor expence to render his abode 
agreeable to the young queen. Each day had its 
peculiar festivities and amusements ; music, hunt- 
ing, fishing, sailing on the lake, and rustic sports, 
which more than any pastime, pleased the imbe^ 
cile king. The queen, fully satisfied with ' the 
magnificence and respect with which Count 
KantsKau had entertained her, — little dreaming of 
the share that her attentive host was to have 
in her approaching fall, — gave him a superb snufi*- 
box> richly set with brilliants, that had cost her 
hjisband a thousand guineas in London. Count 
Rantzau followed the court in its progress: in 
his mind he anticipated more than all the sad re- 
sults that flowed from the imprudence of Struen- 
see and Matilda: but, keeping these thoughts 
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close, and his countenance open, he eluded the 
vigilance of Struensee, Brandt, and even the lynx* 
eyed Lady Grohler. All the party, Rantzau ex* 
cepted, were young and in the prime of life: they 
were all the willing slaves of voluptuousness; 
idl engaged in amatory pursuits : and hence it is 
no wonder that an old experienced courtier, who 
felt himself thrown out by the instrument he had 
chosen to forward his own ambitious views, his 
malice sharpened by jealousy and desire of re* 
venge, should be able to out-general the giddy, 
gay, and wanton train, who filled the groves with 
music, love, revelry, and song. . 

Of the rapid advancement of Struensee I 
shall say nothing, because the subject has been 
exhausted, and there is nothing new to say : I 
shall therefore glean together such particular 
facts that are no where else to be found, and 
which may possess sufficient interest, in the esti- 
mation of a tasteful reader, to atone for the want 
of historical importance. 

From the time that Queen Matilda became the 
associate of Madame Gohler, Fabricius, and other 
ladies of their gay cast; and after the influence 
of Struensee. had attained that marked prepon- 
derance that was sufficiently potent to banish 
BernstorfF and Molckte to their respective estates, 
and to monopolize the exercise of sovereign power, 
the person of Matilda, her temper, manners, prin- 
ciples, all seemed to undergo a total and most 
disadvantageous change. Notwithstanding the 
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daily €xercise she took, either hunting, or riding 
on horseback, Matilda grew extremely corpulent, 
and was become so much taller and larger than 
when she arrived in Denmark in 1766, that a 
person who had not seen the queisn for the last 
^ve years would scarcely have becin able to recog- 
nise her. Matilda, in her attire, was always gay 
and tasteful ; and on occasions truly magnificent, 
adopting a medium between the fashions of Lon- 
don and Paris. Her complexion was exquisitely 
fair; and it was a disadvantage to her beauty, 
that the fashions of the day obliged her to hide 
<lie colour and texture of her fine silver tresses 
under a load of powder and pomatum. Matilda 
looked handsome in any proper dress, and truly 
noble in her gala robes. In her common evening 
dress, she adopted that of the court of Veri^aiiles^ 
She had a bosom such as few men could look on 
without emotion, or women without envy; and she 
displayed more of its naked charms than strict 
modesty could approve; and far more than 
the Danes had ever witnessed in the pre* 
ceding queens, Sophia Magdalena, Louisa, or 
Juliana. Making no allowance for the progress of 
luxury and change of manners, the grave and il- 
liberal censured the fair young queen for that 
which delighted the young and gay. Matilda 
was a resolute and fearless horsewoman. It is 
believed that Struehsee first led her to sit across 
her horse> like a man : no doubt this masculine 
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habit, that was confined to the laboring fanners' 
wives and daughters, was adopted for security's 
sake : but it gave great and general offence to all 
the middling and higher classes of females. Per^ 
haps her masculine and indelicate appearance, 
dressed in leathern small-clothes,* booted and spur- 
red, riding across a horse, did her more injury in 
public opinion, amongst the elegant and cultivated 
of her own sex, than her undue preference of 
Struensee : a proof that, in an age of artificial der 
licacy, the want of morals may sooner hope for 
pardon than of decorum. 

The queen grew excessively fond of hunting; 
and the court, in every thing magnificent, kept 
up three establishments ; and for each of those, 
Ihere was a separate uniform, on a v^ry costly 
scale: the livery of which were as follows, vis^ 

The uniform for the king's stag hunt was a 
buff coat, light blue collar and cuffs; the coat 
trimmed all round with silver lace, scolloped; 
coat lined with blue; blue waistcoat, laced; 
leathern breeches; cocked-hat, laced; black 
cockade. 

* In op|H)sition to this vrant of candour in whicji too mfmy 
htetorians an» too apt to indulge, wc need only take the testimony of 
living \vitno*»es, wlio can vouch for her imprudent conduct, and 
want" of public decency on many occasions: a woman who could 
KHime, and ride «i adottes at the head of her guards, can cer- 
tainN' nM be said to have many pretensions to female delicacy.— Vide 
W^fTN Northoni Tour, p. 81. 
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The uniform for the hare hunt was a green 
velvet coat and waistcoat; leathern breeches, 
brown top boots, cocked-hat, green cockade. 

The falcon, or hawk hunt uniform was the 
most magnificent, being crimson velvet, with 
green cuffs and collar, trimmed with gold lace ; 
leathern breeches ; gold-laced cocked-hat; green 
cockade. 

When Matilda rode a hunting, she was dressed 
at all points as a man ! Her hair was dressed with 
less powder, and pinned up closer, but in the 
usual style, i. e. side curls, toupee, and turned up 
behind^ she wore a dove colour beaver hat, with 
a deep gold band and tassels; a long scarlet 
coat, faced with gold all round; a buff, gold- 
laced waistcoat ; frilled shirt, and man's necker- 
chief; buckskin small-clothes and spurs. That she 
made a noble figure mounted on a majestic steed, 
and dashing through the woods after the chace, 
her cheeks flushed with ruddy health and vio- 
lent exercise, may readily be conceded: but 
when she walked, the charm was dissolved : her 
abdominal rotundity,* and knees jthat turbed too 
muph inward, spoiled her figure, and gave her an> 
awkward gait : the calves of her legs were of sur- 
prising circumference ; her ancle large, her foot 
short and chubby. The king's dress was also a 
scarlet coat, buff waistcoat, and buckskin breeches: 
but so diminutive was bis appearance, compared 
with his wife, that he looked like a stripling. 



106 SECRET HISTORY OF THE 

Struensee dresned in the uniform of the hnnts that 
he attended^ and was the inseparable companion 
of the queen, with whose person his robust figure 
accorded far better than that of her husband. 

Although Struensee asserted, in his defence^ 
that his only object was to promote union and af- 
fection between the king and queen, it was noto- 
rious that the king was utterly disregarded; anil 
that, even at table, the only place where they 
r|gularly met, seldom a word passed between 
tliem; and if they met in the galleries of the 
palace or elsewhere, they generally passed with- 
out speaking. > 

Matilda grew very despotic after the eleva- 
tion of Struensee. Not only were all the atten- 
dants forbidden to speak to ' the king on pain of 
arbitrary imprisonment, but also to her son, the 
crown prince Frederick. It happened one day 
at Fredericksberg palace, that the boy fell dowii, 
and cried out lustily. Struensee's favourite valet 
chanced to see him, and set the little fellow 
on his feet. Matilda and Struensee saw the trans- 
action from the windows of the palace; and an 
officer was ordered by the queen to send the 
valet to the Blue Tower, a civic prison near 
the long bridge, where disorderly persons were 
confined. Thither he was sent, and there he 
found one of the English postillions, named Wil- 
liam Smith, who, forgetting the royal orders, 
crossed a passage in the rear of the queen's 
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apartments leading to the stables. The queen 
and Struensee were there, walking arm in arm, 
in deep conversation. For this breach of orders 
he was sent to the Blue Tower, on bread and 
water diet, which not suiting Smith's stomach, 
, he wrote on the wall, with a piece of charcoal, 
in English, the following couplet, i. e. 

** The queen, Brandt, and Struensee, 
May the devil take all the three.^' 

Smith broke prison, and ran away : Matilda 
then ordered a prison-room to be fitted up at 
Hirscholm palace, for the confinement of her ser- 
vants. It happened once that a lacquey entered 
a room on some occasion, when the queen was 
there, cvpecting Struensee : enraged at the disap^ 
p6intment and exposure, she caused the poor 
menial to be imprisoned and fed on bread and 
water; a diet that might have been still more 
proper for herself. From these sources, in spite 
of the terrors excited by blue towers, or strong 
rooms, various scandalous reports got in cirotihi- 
tion, highly to the prejudice of the queen and 
Struensee. 

There are plenty of views of the great palace 
of Christianborg to be found ; by any of which, 
the plan of that huge and magnificent structure 
may be understood. It consisted of six stories 
above the vaults : three of those were extremely 
large and lofty, and dedicated to state-purposes: 
three smaller stories ran between, not more than 
eight feet high, called the Memnin stories; where 
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the state ministers and royal attendants had suites 
of rooms : the queen s apartments were in the 
grand (or east) front, on the second great story : 
the king's were on the same floor, but farther to 
the soutli : the royal chapel formed another divi- 
sion of this vast palace : a lower structure, or wing, 
under which was one of the entrances to this huge 
structure, formed a continuation of the Menenin^z /^ 
story : Struensee's apartments were in the Mes- 
senin story, opening into the grand passage lead- 
ing to the royal chapel, and next to the queen's 
apartments : Count Brandt's apartments were on 
the same story, adjoining Struensee's, but next 
the chapel : from Struensee's bed-room, there 
was a concealed staircase that led to the queen's, 
by means of which, if he had not been surprised 
in his sleep, he might have escaped. 

Struensee was never appointed tutor to the 
crown prince; the child being only four years 
old when that favourite fell: but, young as he 
was, the prince had an aversion to Struensee that 
could not be subdued : no doubt, in defiance of all 
precautions, the attendants had told him that 
Struensee was a bad man : nor could his mother 
make him call her favourite either Graaf* or 
Excellentje, but always " the Doctor,'' and that 
with a tone of marked contempt. 

Under Struensee's directions, the young prince 
w^s treated in a very hardy manner : a companion 

* Cguut. 
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wad assigned him, a soldier's child, whose name was 
Edward; this boy was called a prince ; he was 
dressed in the same plain uniform as the crown 
prince, ^W>^ the same dish with him, and slept 
on the same mattress. This experiment was 
made with a view to repress, in his earliest years, 
those exalted notions of self-importance, that had 
proved so fatal to his unhappy father; and it 
seems to have answered its intended object; as 
our present beloved king is universally acknow- 
ledged as the least haughty or assuming of sove- 
reigns. These pair of little men, the pseudo, and 
the prince-bom, frequently contended for mastery. 
One day, when they had fought with greater fury 
than usual, Frederick asked Edward how he dared 
raise his hand against Ai^ prince ? — " A prince !" re- 
plied the other, '' I am a prince as well as you !'* 
" Yes, but I am crown prince," rejoined 
Frederick, and fell upon him again when he had 
owned himself conquered. Matilda hearing of 
this, had the little urchin sent for to her apart- 
ment, as well as his companion, insisting that he 
should beg pardon of Edward : Frederick refused 
to submit to her award, and the queen, provoked 
by his stubbornness, beat him severely : he was 
conquered, but not subdued. As he withdrew, he 
turned his eyes resentfully towards Struensee, 
and said, '^ 111 go to the king, my father, and tell 
him, who shall send that nasty doctor away from 
your By means of these severities, Matilda, in 
his days of infancy, lost his affections ; so much 
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SO, that if he were very unruly, his attendants, 
perhaps as much from malignant feelings as igno- 
rance, used to threaten to take him to the queen ! 
The probability however is, that to the system 
thus introduced, this prince is indebted for the 
strength he afterwards acquired ;* as previously 
he was a weakly, puny child; very cross and 
humorsome, continually crying ; would not walk, 
but cried till he was carried ; and eiven at two 
years old, the attendants, to make him quiet, used 
to tell him, ^^ Your mama shall come to you.** To 
get over these hindrances to his health and int^- 
lects, Struensee, with the approbation of the 
queen, made a total change in the child's regimen r 
his food thenceforth was of the most plain and 
simple description, such as bread, rice, fruits, 
milk, vegetables, all cold : he was bathed in cold 
water two or three times each week; till at last, 
he would go of himself to the bath: the boys 
Were very light clad ; and the last winter, had 
neither shoes nor stockings, nor fire in their 
yoom : every thing was permitted that they could 
prepare or produce by their own power : if they 
Oried for any thing they desired, it was not given 
them; nor were they corrected, menaced, or 
coaxed : if they fell, there they laid till they got 
up by their own help ; no one was to show any 
concera, or say any thing about it : the crown 
prince and his comrade played together; in 

* Vide Verantwortnung des Grafen Struensee an die Koniglicte 
commiasion, p. 97, 98, 99, <fcc. 
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dressing and in eating they assisted each other : 
their apartment being free from any thing whereby 
they could injure themselves, they were not dis' 
turbed whatever noise they made; and their 
sdHtary life soon reconciled them after their petty 
quarrels: both were called by their christian 
names only : they were accustomed to see stran- 
gers, by which means confidence and ease were 
acquired : his education was to conmience in his 
sixth year ; prior to which he was left to the 
effects of his own experience, temperate diet, and 
exercise: they were mostly left by themselves; 
by which means the fear of darkness was re-* 
moved; and the attendants were forbidden to 
play or converse with them. After the introduction 
of this system, the crown prince was seldom ill; 
and with the exception of one or two slight indis* 
positicms, his^ health was uninterrupted : he had 
the small pox from inoculation, extremely light, 
and also the measles : he had acquired as much 
knowledge as could be expected from his tender 
years; could dress and undress himself without 
assistance ; and go up and down the great stair^^ 
case of the palace in a steady and careful manner; 
and was capable of every thing that could be 
expected from a child o|* his years : his health was 
improved, his temper and bad habits corrected ; 
and the ulmost care taken that his infant mind 
should not be inflated with vanity by adulation 
and high titles, through which the morals of 
princes are so frequentljr vitiated in their infancy. 
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It redounds to the honor of Struensee, that his 
enemies^ paying their court to the prejudices of 
the most illiterate and ignorant of the people, 
actually made this system a capital charge against 
him, falsely and absurdly affirming that it endan* 
gered not only the health, but the life of the 
prince. 

During the residence at Hirscholm palace, of 
Matilda and the court, in 177||L a black boy, intro-^ 
duced by Count Brandt, was'^constantly with the 
king : the presence of this youth, and the occasion 
of it, gave rise to many strange conjectures. After 
the fall of Brandt and Struensee, the young black 
was sent away, and heard of no more. It was 
remarked that the boy never looked happy, and 
seemed anxious to keep as far from the king as 
possible. The dog Gourmand, and this young 
negro, were the chief associates of the king. 

The Empress Catherine sent a beautiful young 
Circassian princess, whom Potemkin captured 

with the grand vizir's tent at , as a present 

to Queen Matilda. She was placed in the queen's 
apartments, with the ladies of her chamber : after 
the fall of Matilda, this young foreigner was sent 
back to the Russian court : she was very wild 
and gay, and about fifteen years of age. 

At Hirscholm, Struensee generally breakfasted 
in the queen's apartment: the table was spread 
with a profusion of dried meats, eggs, and other 
substantial food ; as well as tea, coffee, and choco- 
late. The queen generally made a hearty breakfast. 
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Wherever the court resided, it was a scene of 
sensuality in every shape. Before the queen and 
suite set out hunting, a hot luncheon was served 
up in the apartment called the Rose, where the 
great officers of state, and foreigners of distinc- 
tion, dined. This consisted, not of gew-gaws, 
but of substantial dishes of meat, game, soups, 
fish, and pasties. 

Struensee generally took his breakfasft and 
luncheon in the queen's apartment; sometimes, 
a dish of chocolate or coffee in his own ropm, but 
not frequently. The king was served in his own 
apartment, and was considered of little more im- 
portance than his dog Gourmand, or his negro- 
boy. 

A few of the ladies followed the example of 
the queen, dressed in the same uniform as the 
gentlemen, and rode across as they did : others 
under a riding habit, wore small-clothes and top 
boots, and sat sideways on their horses. Nothing 
could be more licentious than the court of Ma- 
tilda in 1770 and 1771 : her palace was a temple 
of pleasure, of which she was the high-priestess: 
every thing was found there calculated to excite 
and gratify sensual desires. A modest woman, or 
a decent man, would have been laughed out of 
countenance. The queen was not then, as here- 
tofore, generally beloved; she grew harsh and 
imperious towards her women; who were 
mostly young voluptuaries, for with such Stru- 
ensee and Brandt filled the court; and indeed. 



114 SECRET HISTORY OF THE 

no respectable lady would be seen there. With 
those youngs blooming, immodest women, tb^ 
pampered domestics belonging to Queen Matilda, 
and to Counts Struensee and Brandt, used to as- 
sociate. They too, had their balls, masquerades, 
concerts and conversationes, wherein decency or 
restratint were alike unseen. The vices of their 
voluptuous superiors w.ere implicitly adopted, their 
manners aped, infirmities ridiculed, and their most 
secret transactions exposed.* Within three days of 
Matilda's being put to bed of the princess Louisa, 
namely© on the 4th July 1771, she rode out on 
horseback : the horse plunged and kicked,' till he 
backed into a dry ditch; when Matilda, sitting 
firm and undismayed, flogged and spurred the 
restive animal till she conquered^ and rode home 
unhurt She was delivered of a daughter f 8it 
this palace ; to which the queen dowager Juliana, 
and Prince Frederick, stood sponsors : an act of 
courtesy intended to lull the suspicions of her 
intended victims, for the indiscretions of Matilda 
were all reported to her^ perhaps with exaggera- 
tions; and at this early period, means were in 
contemplation to destroy Struensee, Brandt, and 
the rank and power of the queen. 

* '• The poor queen of Denmark was certainly very imprudent. 
I learn she would even appear in full court in breeches, and the 
northern nations are rigid in the bienseance.** — Walpoliana^ vol. ii. 
p. 93. 

t Louisa Augusta, who \va.s married to the late Prince of Au- 
fijuatenburg. 
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There was, perhaps, no court m Europe, where 
more respect was shewn to foreign mimisters, or 
their convteniency more studied, than in Den^ 
mark. At Hirscholm, two days in the week, they 
dined at the king*s, or rather the queen's taihle. 
On their return from the drawing-room to their 
respective apartments, they found a ticket on 
their dressing-table, specifying where they were 
to dine; some at the king's table ; others at the 
lord chamberlain's, in the chamber catted the 
Rosev 

The usual number that sat down to dinner * 
at the king's table, was twelve : alternately five 
ladies and seven gentlemen, or seven ladies and 
five gentlemen. The king cut a wretched figure 
on these occasions: not so the queen, who dressed 
very superbly, and made a noble and splendid 
appearance. The king and queen were served on 
gold plate, by nobte pages; the marshal of the 
palace sat at the foot of the latter ; the chief lady 
of the household, at the head ; the company, a 
lady and gentleman alternately, opposite to the 
king and queen. 

A table of eighty covers was provided every 
day in the Rose for the great officers of state, 
who were served on silver plate: at this table^ 
Struensee, Brandt, their friends and favorites, 
male and female, used to dine. The courtiers 
paid Struensee as much homage as they used to 

* The dinner hour was seven o'clock. 
1 2 
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pay to the king. His carriage was much changed r 
he grew haughty and imperious ; more and more, 
magnificent in dress and equipage: but was that 
to be wondered at ? Where is the man who could 
endure such a flood of good fortune unchanged t 
A common mind may bear adversity with firm- 
ness: but show me the man that can conduct him- 
self with humility and forbearance under a long 
course of the highest possible prosperity, and I 
wiD own he is great, truly great. 

Long before the fatal catastrophe in which 
Count Rantzau bore so conspicuous a part, that 
nobleman strove to moderate the conduct of 
Struensee. Of the nature of the connexion of 
the latter with the queen, he was at no loss to 
guess ; and he was well informed relative to the 
treatment of the king, for whose life he enter- 
tained serious apprehensions : the attendants, by 
their shrugs and shaking of their heads, spread 
roi>orts more unfavorable than if they had openly 
told all they knew. It>vas reported in the palace 
that Brandt intended to murder the king, in 
order that the queen might be regent during the 
minority of her son. Nor can I dismiss from my 
mind a belief in the reality of such a design having 
been entertained. Struensee had already com- 
niitted the next greatest crime to murder; he 
was in possession of the sovereign power; of course 
he wished to retain it, and he knew, as long as 
the king lived, he should be continually exposed 
to punishment: it is therefore consistent with 
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human nature to suppose, that he would rather 
consent to put a period to the animal existence 
of a wretched being who was politically and-fiijp 9rtr. ,7/; 
fiirriljr dead, than see Matilda hurled from the 
throne, and himself consigned to the scaffold* 

The letters written by Count Rantzau* to 
Brandt, sufficiently testify the reality of the susr 
picions of the former, respecting the designs of 
the latter against the king's life. Of the intent 
tion to deprive the king of his life, the party ac* 
•ciused was probably guilty; but of legal proof 
there was none>; the law was shamefully strained; 
and if I cannot esteem Brandt as an innocent 
man, in the moral acceptation of the term, he cer* 
tainly was judicially murdered. 

Count Rantzau expostulated with Struensee, 
as far as he judged it was prudent: if he had 
gone further, he would have been ordered to his 
estate, and of course been too far off the king to 
render him any assistance in the hour of peril. 
He was never friendly to the views of Juliana 
Maria ; he would far rather have seen Matilda at 
the head of the government, if she had not, in an 
unguarded moment, thi*own herself and the sove* 
reignty too, into the hands of Struensee. Count 
Rantzau would have served the queen, if he had 
seen the least prospect of doing so effectually ; 
but he was too cautious a courtier to venture his 
life and character in support of a man of so little 

, ♦ See Appendix. 
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prudence as Struensee possessed: and whose con- 
duct, in the case of the mutiny of the Norwegian 
seamen, in October, 1771, confirmed the suspi- 
cions entertained respecting his total want of 
personal courage. He was then so vehemently 
alarmed, that his pusillanimity made Matilda blush. 
Afraid of the approaching tempest, he implored the 
queen to allow him to depart the kingdom, as the 
only means of saying his life or hers. She looked 
at him with ineffable scorn, and told him to fled 
from her whom he had deprived of character and 
friends^ abandoned to the mercy of her foes. 
The bitterness with which she reviled Struensee 
on this occasion, and her constant opposition to 
his wishes of withdrawing, are supposed to have 
had considerable weight in producing the confes- 
sions made after his arrest, that criminated the 
unfortunate queen. The haughty, violent temper 
of Matilda, whose mind was constantly perturbed, 
rendered her less amiable in Struensee's eyes, 
than she, on their first private interview, ap- 
peared at Travendahl ; and the want of courage in 
Struensee, made her, who was a heroine, look on 
him with contempt : so true it is that there can 
be no steady friendship that has its foundation 
laid in vice. 

The queen dowager, Juliana Maria, now 
began to shew herself again; her hopes once 
more revived ; she saw with secret delight, the 
embers of discontent glowing in every quarter 
of the kingdom; and if she could not procure 
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the crown for her wn Frederick, now in his 
nineteenth year^ she hoped, during the life of 
Christian the Seventh, to attain the sole exercise 
of sovereign power. 

She affected to feel the utmost commisera- 
tion for the king, and fear for his safety. Her 
agents industriously spread alarming reports as to 
the designs of ' the doctors cahaU as Struensee's 
partisans were ironically called. She bore the 
most deadly hatred towards Count Rantzau: 
but finding he was violently enraged against 
Struensee and Brandt, Juliana employed her 
confidant, Guldberg, to sound him; giving the 
strictest charge to impress on the count, that it 
was not for political power she was seeking, but 
to save the life of the king ; and that she should 
advise the establishment of a council, consisting 
of Count Rantzau, and the principal old nobility, 
to govern the state. She never hinted one word 
as to any intention of proceeding criminally 
against Matilda. Juliana was an adept in dissi- 
mulation; and in this difficult negociation, she 
exceeded all former transactions of a treacherous 
nature. Neither Matilda nor her guilty favorite, 
felt tranquil : it was impossible but innumerable 
occurrences must have reminded her of her dan- 
ger, and filled her conscious bosom with the most 
gloomy apprehensions. 

When she travelled, or went out in the woods, 
Matilda was constantly attended by running 
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footmen.* One of those gaudy appendages of 
royalty detected Matilda and Struensee in a situa- 
tion that admitted of no misconstruction, f Soon 
afterwards Juliana Maria paid an evening visit to 
Matilda at Hirscholm. She travelled by torch 
lights and was attended by Chamberlain Blucher.;]: 

* Tbey were usually I4>prenticed seven years; and perfonned 
astooishing feats of activity and strength, and would commonly 
leap a six-barred gate without touching. Queen Matilda would 
suffer them to run before her carriage all the way to Hirscholm, 
a distance of fifteen English miles, without rest: thn they 
performed in two hours ! Sometimes she would let them get up 
behind her coach, but not often. Their livery was very ooitly, 
with plates of gold in their caps: they had pensions when they 
grew old. Struensee had two, and ten other servants; he changed 
his liveries three times, as lie was advanced ; the last was green 
velvet: his running footmen wore buff jackets, sea^een scarf, 
green velvet caps, with a plate of solid gold with Struensee's crest 
embossed on the front. 

t " Of her (Matilda's) intimate connexion w^ith her favorite minister, 
there seems not to be the shadow of a doubt It was one of the chief 
articles in the impeachment of Struensee ; — not denied by him, and 
partially confessed by herself. I have heard one of her pages assert, 
*' that whilst playing in the knight's saloon in the palace, he accident- 
ally fell against a concealed door in the wall," (no doubt under the 
hangings) " which, leading to a long passage, discovered the queen 
and her paramour t^te a t^te, to their no small surprise and mortifi- 
cation.'' — Wolff's Nortliem Summer^ p. 81. 

% A blood relation to Marshal Blucher. The then chamberlain 
is, or recently was, living at Altena. An elderly gentleman of this 
name, and office, probably the same individual, is mentioned in the 
Northern Tour, p. 98. 
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This was the last visit she ever paid Matilda^ 
and its insidious object was, during the bustle 
occasioned by her arrival, to afford Blucher an 
opportunity of gathering what information he 
could from treacherous attendants, relative to the. 
proceedings of * the doctor's cabaV She stopped 
only a short time ; but her behaviour to the 
reigning queen was more than ever flattering 
and kind ; yet, not four hours before, with well 
dissembled sorrow, she had expressed her ab- 
horrence of the utter depravity of Matilda, 
whom she affected to consider as a woman lost to 
every sense of honor or decency! • 

The court lingered at Fredericksborg, appa- 
rently unwilling to ventute into Copenhagen until 
the regiment of Falkenskjold * should have ar- 
rived, which was intended to have relieved the foot 
guards. Matilda and Struensee saw themselves 
beset on every side witli the- most pressing dan- 
gers. Their frequent consultations usually termi- 
nated in the hope of some favorable contingency 
removing the source of their apprehensions, but 
without being able to adopt any specific remedy. 

Whilst dismay reigned in the palace of Ma- 
tilda, confidence and hope enlivened the^ coun^ 

* General Falkenskjold, colonel of the regiment of Zealand, 
i/vas a man of ver^ arbitrary, haugh^, and oVer-bearing manners ; 
her was about 45 years of age, tall and well -made; foil six feet 
high \ he lived in lodgings in Copenhagen. 



123 S£CKET HISTORY OF THE 

tehance of Juliana at Fredensborg. Count Rant- 
zau had joined her party. The high rank, talent, 
and courage of Rantzau, rendered the acqui- 
sition invaluable. They met in Copenhagen: 
Juliana having, to favour her machinations, en- 
tered the city before Matilda. After their 
first compliments were over, Juliana said, '' Stru- 
ensee dabbles in half measures, and he will 
inevitably fall: he should have ordered me to 
reside at Fredensborg, and have sent your excel- 
lency to Aschberg." On this interview, Stmensee 
and Brandt were destined to destruction: The 
queen dowager, however, pledged her word of 
honor not to attempt any thing against the personal 
safety of the reigning queen. As soon as Rant- 
zau was gone. Prince Frederick, who had been 
very reserved during the interview, asked his 
mother, how she could behave so friendly to 
a man towards whom her heart was filled with so 
much enmity ? " Because I wish to ruin him," 
was her laconic reply. 

That which accelerated the blow that levelled 
Struensee with the dust, was the ring that 
Rantzau had given to Christian the Seventh at 
Aschberg. It was returned to the count by 
Colonel Kohler Banner. " The king has sent 
you this," said he, " and claims the performance 
of your promise." Rantzau seized the token, and 
laying his hand upon his sword, said to the 
colonel, " Inform my king, if in your power, that 
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•my life and fortune are at his service." Coutit 
Rantzau, was in his heart, true and loyal to 
the king: Colonel Banner, a partisan of Juliana. 

As the decisive moment approached, rumours 
of the foulest kind were circulated every hour, 
directed against Queen Matilda and her ministers: 
the life of the king was said to be in jeopardy, 
and Count Brandt was accused of beating 
and horse-wKipping his sovereign. Christian the 
Seventh was once the darling of the people : the 
licentious ccmduct of Matilda and her court, 
had lost her the respect of the best class of 
people, and rendered the lower class furious in 
their hatred of her, and her devoted minion. 

She was called *' the great w ,'' and Chris^- 

tianborg ** the great b ^y house." All their 

former affection for their king returned; and even 
Juliana became in some measure popular, be- 
cause in her they recognized the enemy of 
Matilda, Struensee, and Brandt. How changed 
was the scene within six short years, when the 
cruel Juliana was execrated, and driven into retire^ 
ment ; and the young and fair Matilda the object 
of love and reverence, and greeted with acclama* 
tion wherever she appeared! Yet was Juliana 
incomparably more guilty than the reigning 
queen, since to her deadly malice \h% frailties 
and the vices of Christian were imputable ; and if 
Matilda had had a man for her husband, pos-i* 
sessed of common sense, and a sound body, in 



Ul probability she wofdd 1ift?e; ginci Ibmii^ IMb 
'^pHtiiouf reproach or disgiboeL'^ i^ 'v /j^'^-v^JI 
AKhoagh the aecotinteydbiiihed'ilK :fll'iliMiij 
wid England are radidril^r erraiieraa faiWttM^iJb- 
pertkat partieiilan; yet the 'a«iiteiMiffe?«ttefl<^Aie 
:Frettch and Swedirii itiiiuBtera'^ihta^ 
of his danger front fiie maofaitiationir^dMliiklill 
»id Kohler Banilter'^are perfectly icoMwtsi^ Mi^ 
sawell waa Stn»»»ee mwaife cIV^'^iiktfMMed tl^ 
tijfMithy that Rantzan cherilbeAf 'W '^hir ' 
towards Juliana, he codd not |)«Mnnid9« 
any possible circumstance coiM indnoe^bd.^ 
support her:party ; and witfafMit RaninMi'tf ^Mm 
and as longas be remained master «f ^tbe: UigBk 
"person/ Struensee Mattered hiihself «^Uff fMBirfNr 
cofild not be overthrown. Tlie woik in» Abfy li<tnrt> 
lated by Mr. Latrobe is also extremely unjust to 
the memory of Count Rantzau, with whose motives 
and character* the author was evidently unac^ 
quainted, or determined to traduce : he even ae^ 
knowledges that Rantzau, not long before the 
catastrophe took place, waited upon Struensee^ 
and remonstrated with him on the state of af*- 
fairs, and that ** Struensee met his arguments 
with objections ; his protestations of candour with 
thanks ; and his warnings with the usual smile of 
contempt of a short-sighted mind." Yet, he accuses 
Rantzau of a want of sincerity, and to complete 
his own blunders, stigmatises hiin — as a coward i 

* Vide Latrobe, p. 156, 157, 158. 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 125 

/ Count Rantzau s character for courage and 
generosity ; the splendor of his name, and influ<« 
ence over the soldiery, far more than the example 
of either Kohler Banner or Eichstedt, determined 
the: subaltern officers and troops to support an 
attempt that they were taught to believe was 
called for by their captive monarch. Early in 
the. morning of the 17th January, 1772, Rantzau 
shewed them the ring that Kohler Banner had 
brought to him, and told them, with powerful 
emotion, when he had put that ring on the finger 
of their king. It was this circumstance that prin* 
cipally determined their conduct. Rantzau see- 
ing that their feelitigs were* powerfully moved, 
sent a trusty messenger to Juliana to tell her to 
be prepared at two Jf o'clock : and having posted 
the troops as he thought most prudent, he led a 
detachment into the interior of the palace to release 
the king, and arrest the queen Matilda, Struensee 
and Brandt ; whilst measures were taken to se- 
cure the brothers of Struensee, and all his princi- 
pal adherents who resided in the city. 

An enterprize more hazardous could scarcely 
be conceived ; and nothing but the consummate 
prudence, courage, and address which Count Rant- 
zau displayed on this trying occasion, could have 
carried it into execution. The count had pledged 
his word of honor to tl\e king to hasten to his aid 
at the hour of peril; and his king had claimed the 
performance of that engagement : but his intel- 
lects were. so feeble, and he was known to be so 
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completely awed by the discipline to which he 
had long been subjected, that it was not at all 
improbable he should either totally forget, w 
disown, what he had done ! In case of failure, an 
ignominious death awaited Rantzau ; and if suc« 
cessful, he was well aware that it was too pro^ 
bable that the sovereignty would be transferred to 
Juliana, that he was about to wrest for ever fitm 
the unsteady hand of the voluptuous Struensee. 
Count Rantzau did not risk himself by any com'- 
munication with the troops till the moment of 
action had arrived : — Juliana, like a tygress^ was 
waiting in breathless anxiety the eventful mo- 
ment: Kohler Banner and Eichstedt were em* 
ployed in receiving the reports brought by Guld- 
berg, and watching the residence of the rest of 
the destined victims: Matilda, Struensee, and 
Brandt, exhausted by pleasure, had sunk into 
profound repose, from which they were to be 
awakened to behold the frightful abyss that 
yawned to receive them. 

On the night of the 16th of January, a ball 
and masquerade was given by the court. Ma- 
tilda, magnificently dressed, and full of spirits, 
danced with Count Struensee, also with Prince 
Frederick, and conversed with his treacherous, 
black-hearted mother, who seemed more than 
usually civil and attentive. As soon as count 
Rantzau appeared, the queen dowager and her son 
watched with intent gaze, every glance of his eye^ 
and every step he took. As he passed the king> 
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fLantzau bowed, but did not offer to apprcmch: 
the king laughed, began jumping about, and ran 
to his friend Gourmand, that lay stretched on a 
magnificent sofa. Patting him on the head, the king 
said aloud, *' Minforirorligste wn^* i. e. *^ My mott 
trusty cf friends'' Rantzau fully understood the 
meaning of this signal, and felt his confidence re« 
assured : but again and again was his heart ready 
to burst as he looked at the queen, at Struensee^ 
at Brandt, and reflected on the horrors in which 
a few short hours would involve them* There wail 
however no room for compromise or parley ; the 
die must be cast, and he abide the issue ! The 
ball was closed by the queen and Prince Frede- 
rick : the queen, attended by Struensee, retired to 
her apartments, for the last time! Struensee 
must have gone to the queen's room ; for there 
his white bear akin cloak was found a few hours 
after. She must have descended by means of the 
secret staircase to Struensee's apartment, where 
the guilty pair had their last t^te k t&te, and se-^ 
parated never to meet again. 

The young Norwegian valet whom Matilda 
had imprisoned in the Blue Tower, for helping the 
crown prince to get up when he had tumbled, slept 
in an anti-room, adjoining his masters, Count Stru- 
ensee : he was laid down on a sofa, waiting to 
undress his master. It must be supposed that at 
such a crisis this intelligent young man saw and 
heard enough to convince him, that from secret 
conspiracy^ or open insurrection, his master was in 
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imminent danger; to which causes the singular 
dream he had at that critical moment, was pro- 
bably owing ; for whilst the queen and Struensee 
were enjoying the last few moments that fate 
allotted those guilty victims of unhallowed passion" 
should pass together, the valet, dreamt that he saw 
Godsckau, the state executioner, embracing Stru- 
ensee, whose features bespoke the utmost horror 
and agony : presently he saw Queen Matilda 
dressed most magnificently, with Struensee by 
her side, seated under a canopy of state : then his 
wandering imagination carried him to the custom- 
house stairs, and he thought he saw the queen 
Matilda, Struensee, Brandt, Lady Gohler, and the 
principal persons attached to the court, approaching 
in a magnificent barge, which in a moment went 
to pieces, and the persons in it seemed lost, or 
struggling with the waves ; amongst them he saw< 
Matilda, who screamed aloud, "Save me ! save me ! 
Struensee drags me down 1" The young valet, full 
of horror, stretched out his arm to reach her 
amongst the wreck ; when the bell above his head 
was rung* He suddenly awoke, his cheeks wet 
f'Witii the tears he had shed ; his limbs still shook, 
and he trembled as he obeyed the call to undress 
his masten Just as he entered Struensee's room, 
he heard the private door shut, and also the 
retiring step of Matilda, who had just left the 
count ; who, surprised at the affright and dismay 
so visible on his face, said, ** Ernestus ! what ails 
you; what has alarmed you?' The poor fellow 
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could scarcely speak till a flood of tears came to 
his relief. Apprehensive he might faint away, 
Struensee took his hand and felt his pulse^ which 
was high and throbbing; to compose which he 
took up a small silver-mounted medicine case that 
stood under the table, and gave the valet some 
drops in a glass of water/ which presently 
revived him. The count was still in the mas* 
querade dress in which he had returned from 
the French theatre, where it had been held, which 
was within the walls of Christianborg : he 
looked remarkably well. His face flushed with 
health and pleasure; and his fine hair rather 
dishevelled. As the valet undressed him, he asked 
what dream had frightened him so much ? Emestus 
remained silent : the count repeated his request ; 
when, dropping the executioner, and the queen's 
exclamation, Ernestus told the rest. Struensee 
smiled, and appeared thoughtful; but presently 

he said, " You must go and see Mademoiselle 

in the morning; and her handsome face will soon 
set all to rights again."^ Struensee^ as was his 
custom, after he had lain down, took his book in 
his hand to read himself asleep.f His valet, 
having a master-key, locked the door on the out- 
side, and retired to his own bed. His sleep was, 

* This was a gay yoong lady, belonging to MatildaV train, 
whose hair the young valet had dressed previous to her appearing 
at court; and with whom Emestus was supposed to stand in high 
favor. 

t Pope*ii Abelard and Eloisa. 

K 
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however, still perturbed and unsound ; he thought 
he heard strange voices, and the footsteps of 
many persons passing and re-passing ; at last he 
distinctly heard some one endeavoring to open, 
as it were with an iron instrument, the outer door 
of his room. His terrors now became reaUties : be 
leaped out of bed. and approached the door .to 
listen to those without ; but softly s^s he moved, 
his steps were heard, and in a low voice, he was 
commanded in the king s name, to open the door 
on pain of instant death. It is not wonderful that 
the young man, instead of alarming his master, 
obeyed this formidable summons, and gave admit- 
tance to his enemies : in an instant, but yet with- 
out noise or tumult, colonel Kohler Banner,^ dress- 
ed in full uniform, being red turned up with black, 
with two inferior officers, and captain Dissentin, 
of the Norwegian regiment, stept witliin : two 
soldiers held each a cocked pistol to his head, 
and another pointed a wcond to his breast ; /.. 
whilst the colonel, bearing a wax taper in his 
hand, anxiously, yet softly exclaimed — " Have 
you awoke the count ?" " I have not :" " You 
are sure of that ? remember, you are a state 
prisoner : and your life pays the forfeit, if you tell 
me falsehoods." The colonel then went to the door 

* Colonel Kohler Banner used to pay the utmost homage \o 
Count Struensee, and frequently assisted at his ministerial dinners. 
He was, at tliat time, the secret agent of Juliana and Guldberg. 
In his person he was about five icet ten inches high; middle aged^ 
dark complexion, and cursed with a base and treacherous heart* 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 131 

of Struensee's room :* finding it fast, he said to the 
valet, "Have you a key?" "Yes, your excellency, I 
have a master-key." " Then open the door as softly 
as possible." Ernestus obeyed, and Colonel Banner 
was the first that entered, the valet by his side : 
there were three inferior officers, each with a 
drawn sword in his right, and a wax light in his 
left hand. The count slept so soundly that he did 

* Count Struensce^s apartment was inmiBhed in a style of regal 
magnificence: the mirrors were large and of the purest glass; the 
most common utensils of silver, or silver gilt. The royal suite of 
rooms above the MeMenin story (t. e. entr6 sal) were of extraordi- 
nary height, by which means the Messenin story (middle stories) 
were necessarily very low: thus Count Struensee's and Brandt^s 
rooms were only eight feet high. Count Struensee's bed-room was 
hung with rich figured damask : the furniture of his bed, and of the 
windows, were purple ve;l7et richly trinmied with deep gold fringe : 
the canopy was formed in the shape of a royal crown. Between 
his magnificent dressing-table and the foot of his superb bed, covered 
by the costly hangings, was a concealed door that opened to a staircase 
leading to the queen's apartment ; by which means, unknown to their 
littendants, they could visit each other. Struensee was particularly 
nice in his person and dress, and used the most costly perfumes pro- 
fusely. — His valet slept in an anti-room through which lay the way to 
"the count^s bed-chamber : the valet's bed furniture was magnificent, 
being sky-blue silk trimmed with silver lace and fringe : it was con- 
cealed by a superb screen. A bell was hung over this bed, the pull 
to which was in the count's room. There was a secret closet in this 
room, also concealed by the hangings, in which Ernestus had presence 
of mind to throw same papers and other articles before he opened 
the door to Colonel Kohler Banner. After the execution of the un- 
fortunate Struensee, the fisiithful valet found means to get into the 
room he had formerly occupied, where he found the papers safe ; 
which, had they been discovered by his enemies, would have at once 
criminated more than one captive. 

K 2 
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not awake with all this noise, and blaze of tapers. 
He was lying upon his right side, his head upon 
his arm. The book he had been reading lay on the 
floor. After a moment's pause, during which 
Kohler Banner stood gazing sternly on the un- 
conscious culprit, he approached, and touching 
Struensee on the shoulder, awoke him to aU the 
horrors of sudden and sure perdition 1 * 

His consternation may be much easier con- 
ceived than described. Suddenly he rose half up^ 
and wild with terror, said, *' What's all this : in 
God's name^ what is all this about?" — Colonel 
Kohler Banner, in a loud and stem voice, answered 
him, '' You are the king's prisoner : behold the 
royal warrant for your arrest-t You must dress 
yourself without delay and come with me." " You 
will allow me to find clothes to dress with ?" said 

* The queen and Struensee returned to Christianborg palace, 
Yfhere Juliana and all the royal family had apartments ; and where, 
fti case of an insurrection, they were likely to be taken or massacred. 
To save appearances, they waited for Falkenskjold's regiment, when 
general £ichstedt^s dragoons, and Colonel Kohler Banner s infantry 
regiment, could have been removed ; and then the devoted pair in- 
tended to have set out on a tour though the duchies of Sleiswick 
and Holstein : the delay was fatal : had their intentions been executed, 
it might have proved so to the unfortunate Christian the Seventh. 
Editor. 

t The account translated by Latrobe, is radically false in many 
important particulars respecting the arrest of Struensee; which 
errors have been successively copied into ahnost every work published 
since that time. Colonel Kohler Banner positively did not seize 
the count by the throat, nor shake him ; and he had in his hand the 
king's warrant for Struenscc's arrest. 
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Struensee : Banner then permitted the valet to go 
to his master's wardrobe, who hastily snatched a 
light blue morning frock, with round cuffs, that 
had been made in London, of Manchester velvet, 
and a waistcoat of the same ;* but such was his 
confusion, he could not find any small-clothes, and 
the count was forced to put on the pair of pink- 
coloured breeches t which he had worn at the 
masquerade. It was a cold wintery morning, 
and his valet, who felt as much for his master as 
for himself, asked the colonel to allow him to go 
with a guard to the queen's room for the count's 
fur cloak :% Captain Dissentin accompanied him, 

* The unfortuiiate count went to the place of executioa dressed 
in those same clothes. 

t Jens Wolffe, Esq. consul general in London, was the chief of 
an opulent and long-established commercial firm ; which was ulti- 
mately overwhelmed by national misfortunes that could neither be 
foreseen by their victims nor prevented. He was deservedly re- 
elected for benevolence of heart, public spirit, and high endowments. 
The editor regrets having to notice the errors that through inad- 
vertence have crept into the pages of such a writer. Mr. WoUfe 
collected his materials relative to the catastrophe in question, full 
forty years subsequent to its occurrence. To that circumstance, 
and to the want of better information in his informants, the string of 
errors that appear in pages 84 and 85 are imputable. The story of 
Count Struensee reproaching his valet rehitive to a peliue, and the 
vriessche rok^ t . e. blanket coat, ai*e totally groundless. If Mr. Wolffe 
were to make a forther inquiry, he would be convinced of having 
been deceived. 

X In Latrobe^s translation it is implied that Struensee had been 
arrested and sent to prison before the queen was arrested: but this 
fact proves the contrary ; and that the queep was first taken into 
custody. 
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bearing a torch in one hand, and a drawn sword in 
the other. Count Rantzau * and General Eichstedtf 
were there, with several inferior military officers, 
bearing swords and tapers in their hands. Rantzau, 
and all the officers, were uncovered. His appear^ 
ance denoted excessive mental agitation. Pro- 
bably his mental sufferings were intense as those of 
his royal victim. The queen, who appeared almost 
as tall and robust as the count, was standing with 
her back towards him ; and one of her women 
was then lacing her stays. When the queen heard 
the well-known voice of Struensee's valet, she 
turned towards him, and said, " Tell your master 
to emulate his queen, and repel insult with scorn 
and defiance." Her face was greatly flushed ; her 

* At this period (1772) Count Rantzau was about sixty years 
of age ; his features were good ; complexion florid ; and when young, 
he must have been very handsome : he had a slight cast in his eyes ; 
he was near six feet high ; his hair was become grey through age ; 
but to hide that unyouthful mark, the old beau used black pomatum, 
t. e. pomatum thickened with hair-powder burnt black. His man- 
ners were higlily polished : — when he arrested the young queen, he 
had on a scarlet surtout lined and trimmed with fur ; a commander 
in chiefs regimental coat beneath, red turned up with buff; his 
under dress was silk. 

t General Eichstcdt was merely a creature of Juliana's : he had 
not one bright or amiable trait in his character; but was coarse in 
his manner ; and speaking comparatively, illiterate. In his person 
he was rather short and stout ; about forty years of age ; arbitrary 
towards all beneath him ; towards the queen dowager, her son, and 
Count Rantzau, fawning and servile. He lived in 1772 in the 
Kol Torvet. He commanded the regiment of dragoons, a company 
of which escorted the unfortunate Matilda to Cronenborg Castle. 
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-•es distorted by rage and grief; and her fine 
all in disorder, floated round her bosom, 
'-^elow her waist ; her female attendants 
oale pictures of despair : — the valet 
\ Uy : he was about to reply, when 

i ' lercely exclaimed, ".Silence! if 

^ ^ '" The young man, dismayed 

fc* ^ jwed humbly to the queen, 

.arried back to his master, whom 
^a dressed, and greatly agitated. Per- 
ceiving that his valet had nothing on but his 
shirt and small-clothes,* he said to Colonel 
Kohler Banner, " Why is my poor servant thus 
kept naked? in God's name, let him have his 
clothes :" upon which he was permitted to dress i 
and whilst Colonel Banner and his officers were 
hurrying Struensee to the guard-room, where 
Brandt had already arrived, the valet contrived 
to take up his master's gold English repeater; 
his ring and brooch, both of diamonds of great 
yjdue, the gifts of the queen ;t and also the purse 

^ The anxiety shewa by Count Struensee relative to his valet 
was occasioned by seeing him stand nearly undressed in a cold 
winter's morning. Perhaps it was this circumstance, imperfectly 
reinembered, that led to the mistakes that are mentioned in a pre- 
ceding note. It was a striking feature in this sad spectacle, that a 
y.alet half dressed went to the chamber of the queen, and saw her iu 
the same state ; her roojp full of military officers ! 

t The repeater was of the most superb and costly kind, set round 
with a double row of brilliants: with the chains and seals, it was 
Worth three hundred pounds. The diamond ring and brooch cost 
fifteen hundred guineas I 
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that the count had laid on the table near his bed* 
aide, containing about eighty gold ducats : those 
he secured, as he thought for the benefit of his 
master. In a few minutes he was called below : 
tiiere he saw the guard-room blazing with tapers ; 
and the two state prisoners, who were kept sepa« 
rate. Presently two hackney coaches drove up 
to the door : Stniensee, accompanied by officers 
armed with loaded pistols and drawn swords, was 
put into the first coach, and Brandt into the 
second. Escorted by a strong party of dra<* 
goons, the cavalcade proceeded from Christian- 
borg palace, over the Hoey Bro, (High Bridge) 
along the Stora Stradet, Kongens Nye Torv, and 
Norgen Gaden, to the citadel. Here the two 
prisoners were confined in separate rooms be- 
longing to the officers; and two officers, who 
were relieved every two hours, were constantly 
in the room, and two sentinels outside the doon 
During their progress to the citadel through the 
principal parts of the city, Struensee wept, wrung 
his hands, and shewed the utmost grief and de- 
spondency ; whilst the companion of his misfor- 
tunes, though not the witness of his weakness. 
Count Brandt,* displayed that high spirit which 

* Count Encvold Brandt was descended from a noble, though 
not a titled family. He was a far superior character to Struensee, 
and if he had been the favored lover, in all probability he might have 
avoided the fate that befel his friend Struensee, whose greatest mis* 
fortune was his being a foreigner. Count Brandt, in person, waa 
moderately tall, light made ; a fine military figure ; he was greatly 
marked by the small pox ; his tyes, hair, and complexion dark ; 
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never forsook him ; not even when Godsckau, the 
executioner, laid his hands upon him« to mutilate 
his body and take his life. 

lively and gay to an extreme; he dressed with great elegance; 
vrBM mnnificent and generous ; a general lover, and the idol of Ae 
ladies of Matilda^s giddy court The portrait, given in the Oon- 
venioa of fitmeniee, is a wretched perfixmuince, not at all resem* 
bling the animated and voluptuont original 
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CHAP. VIL 

Critical situation of Juliana Maria, Count Rantzau, 
and the other conspirators. — The courage of Queen 
Matilda. — Cowai^dice of Struensee. — A si??gular 
inot : its source develojjed. — The execution of 
Brandt and Struensee. 

IN the arrest of the queen. Count Rantzau had 
occasion for all his fortitude and presence of mind. 
Difficulties beset him every step he moved : when 
he reached the king s bed-room, the glare of the 
tapers, alarming him as he awoke, seemed to 
have driven all recollection of Rantzau from his 
mind ; whilst, the sight of the queen dowager and 
her son, called to the king's remembrance that 
inbred dread and hatred which he had ever felt 
towards them: he turned, with marks of fierce re- 
sentment and strong aversion, from that insidious 
and cruel woman, then kneeling by his bed-side. 
Count Rantzau saw the peril he was in ; and the 
alarm of the queen dowager and her son was 
such that they seemed petrified with horror. The 
count motioned them to retire from the bed- 
side ; and then approaching, he told the king that 
he hud obeyed his orders, and rushed to his 
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assistance; "My death, sire," said he, "which will 
be the sure result of your indecision, concerns me 
less than the fate which may befal your majesty 
after I am gone." Weak and irresolute, the king 
kept saying, " What can I do ! what can I do !" 
" To save your life, sire, you must order Struensee 
and Brandt into arrest." After a few minutes 
pause, during which he repeated the same 
ejaculations as before, the king signed those in- 
struments that Gnldberg^ had prepared. The 
destiny of the reigning queen had occasioned long 
discussions between Juliana Maria and the count; 
the former being eager to proceed against her 
with every possible severity ; whilst Count Rant- 
zau as firmly refused to have any thing to do with 
the business if the queen dowager acted as though 
personal aggrandisement, and the gratification of 

* M. Guldberg, then about forty years of age, waa to Juliana, per- 
haps, what Struensee was to Matilda ; but Juliana was an arch diBBem- 
bler, and Guldberg was steady and discreet. Like Struensee, he was 
of plebeian extraction, and the son of a Nonvegian clergyman : he 
had served in the church at Roeskild. He possessed many good, and 
some amiable qualities; which, joined to his learning and talents, 
procured him the appointment of tutor to Prince Frederick, son to 
Juliana ; a step that led to the confidence he afterwards enjoyed w^ith 
that pnnceas. He was devoted to study and business. During 
Struensee's short-lived greatness, M. Guldberg was a frequent 
visitor, perhaps a treacherous guest. After the fall of Struensee, he 
rose upon his ruins, and became a minister of state. It was rather 
singular that he married two sisters, the daughters of a miller at 
Fredensborg. After his dismissal, on the 28th March, 1784, by 
the son of Matilda, he was allowed a pension of 4,500 crowns per 
amiuro, and remained high steward to his patron, prince Frederick. 
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yengeful feelings^ were the only objects she had in 
view. Finding Rantzau resolute, the queen 
dowager assented to every thing that he proposed, 
being secretly determined to humble him as soon 
as he should have put it in her power. Guldberg, 
Eichstedt, Kohler Banner, like zealous partisans^ 
supported the wishes of the queen dowager ; and 
they urged Count Rantzau to consider the destruQ- 
tion that Queen Matilda might bring upon them 
all if she were left at liberty; nor did they forget 
to urge the danger there was of Matilda falling a 
victim to popular fury, as soon as Struensee and 
Brandt, with their cabal, (as these conspirators 
called the partisans of Matilda,) should be over^ 
thrown. Rantzau gave these arguments due consi- 
deration; and, partly to prevent Matilda from assist- 
ing her favorites, and no less for her own personal 
safety during the hurricane that was approaching, 
he at last agreed to her arrest and temporary 
confinement. 

To bring the king to this point was necessary 
to their safety, but also very likely to be refused. 
Rantzau insisted that the queen dowager and her 
son should accompany him to the king's apart- 
ment: this was done to prevent that guileful 
woman from sacrificing him to her safety in case 
of failure ; and her hated presence had the effect al- 
ready described. It was probable that Christian 
never loved Matilda; and quite certain, that 
he feared her more than any human being be- 
sides. When, therefore, Rantzau presented the 
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warrant for the arrest of the queen, he took every 
possible pains to convince the wavering and irre* 
solute king, that the temporary arrest of his con- 
sort was as requisite for her safety as for the 
safety of the state. Christian threw the paper 
from him with considerable emotion; and if at 
that moment Matilda had appeared in his pre* 
sence, there is no doubt but the guards would 
have led the queen dowager and her son, Rant- 
zau, Guldberg, Eichstedt, and Kohler Banner, to 
the dungeons intended for their foes: but she 
was absent at whose glance the puerile king 
would have drooped his head, and the soldiers laid 
down their arms! After long hesitation, and after 
his fears had been awakened of her being torn in 
pieces by the inftiriated populace, the arguments 
of Rantzau prevailed, and the fate of the unhappy 
queen was sealed. These were the real causes of 
th^ arrest of Queen Matilda ; whose personal con-* 
duct under the dreadful reverse that awaited her, 
is detailed with tolerable correctness in the Ger- 
man work that was translated by Latrobe ; and 
which created so strong a sensation in Great 
Britain. 

The queen, like the Cherokee chief, though 
overpowered was not subdued. The king had kept 
them dallying so long, that Rantzau was aftaid 
day-light would appear, before he should be able 
to get the queen removed. Matilda heard him 
say to Eichstedt, '' We must make haste; it will 
soon be day :'' and tumjoig suddenly upon him, in 
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a firm emphatic maimer, she said, " Miserable 
man, well may you dread the light ! The deed of 
this night will for ever blacken your fame. Your 
fall will quickly follow mine. My errors will be 
obliterated bv mv sufferinsrs : the fair and the 
brave, the mild and the virtuous, will shed a tear 
over my sad destiny ; whilst thou shalt perish un- 
pitied, and be followed to thy tomb with execra- 
tion. March! detested, hoary-headed traitor! 
lead me to my dungeon: lead me any where, so 
that mine eyes are spared thy hated presence !" 

The count heard her with profound silence, and 
laying his hand on his bosom, said aloud, '' Madam, 
your reproaches I do not feel, because I know 
I do not deserve them- I was called by my king 
to come to his aid ; and so may God judge and 
deal with me, as I speak truth when I aver my 
bosom is free from revenge, and filled with ardent 
Mrishes for your majesty's present safety and fu- 
ture happiness." Scarcely half dressed, and 
wrapped up in a large roquelaure, looking with a 
stem indifference on the surrounding officers, she 
descended to the gate ; where a coach and four, 
surrounded by a strong body of dragoons, were 
waiting to escort her to Cronenborg castle. 
Count Rantzau, bare headed, attended her to the 
coach. Just as she sat her foot on the steps, the 
enraged queen, as her last benediction, struck 
the count a violent slap with her open hand on his 
cheek, exclaiming, " Take this, thou accursed 
traitor; and remember, this treason shall cost 
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thee thy head !" The count, who must have felt 
very uncomfortable, made her a profound bow as 
the door was closed ; and said, loud enough to be 
heard by all around, " I am no traitor, madam; I 
fear God, I love and honor the king, and wish 
your majesty a good journey." The word of 
command being given, the escort set off. An 
officer with a drawn sword sat opposite to the 
queen, who looked round her with a smile of con- 
tempt, mingled with despair. The light of nume- 
rous torches, the glare of brandished swords, the 
prancing of the steeds, the rattle of the coach, 
above all, the spectacle of a young queen thus 
treated, formed a subject interesting to the painter 
or the poet, and never to be forgotten by those 
by whom it was beheld. When this high-spirited 
woman first entered the vast portals of that stu- 
pendous structure that now, partly shrouded in 
darkness, frowned on her fallen fortunes, how 
little did she dream of this terrible reverse! As 
the escort passed the portals of Copenhagen, her 
heart began to sink, that heretofore had been sus- 
tained in that terrible scene by pride and indigna- 
tion. When she passed Hirschholm palace, she 
,was observed to wrap her face in her large veil 
and roquelaure; her bosom heaved, and in spite 
of her efforts, she sobbed audibly, and clasped 
her hands together. The only consolation her 
misery received was the vicinity of her infant 
daughter, for which she was indebted to the firm- 
ness of Count Rantzau,, whose sufferings and mor- 
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tifications endured this day were scarcely to have 
been indemnified, even by the crown of Denmark.* 
He felt dissatisfied with himself: the bitterness 
of the queen's taunts, as well as her prophecies of 
his speedy fall, sunk deep into his mind. The 
wretched imbecility of the king; the fawning de- 

* The following account of the qaeen^s condact is taken from the 
trandatioD of the work of an anonjmous Gennan author before-men- 
tioned. 

** Count Rantcau and Colonel Eichstedt went with some officers 
to the apartment of the queen, who, ahurmed by the noise in her anti- 
chamber, called her women, and in the paleness of their counte- 
nances read their fear. She enquired what had happened, and was 
at length told that Count Rantzau, in her anti-chamber, demanded to 
speak with her on the part of the king. She expressed in the most 
aflfecthig manner her grief, her apprehension that she was betrayed 
and mined, and her resignation. Then, acquiring f(»titude, she 
went half dressed to Rantzau, who read the order of the king, which 
she heard with firmness and without interrupting him. Being still 
unable to give credit to it, she read it herself without betraying any 
mark of fear, and Rantzau intreated her obedience to the order. 
^' An order,'^ said she, *^ of which, perhaps, the king himself knows 
nothing, or which has been obtained from his weakness by the most 
horrid perfidy. No : to such orders a queen gives no obedience." 
Rantzau, with a severe air, replied, that his commision would per- 
mit no delay. " No such order,'' said she, " shall be executed 
against my person before I have spoke to the king ; let me go — I 
must, I will speak to him.'^ At these words she advanced towards 
the door, but was withheld by Rantzau, who changed his intreaties 
into menaces. " Wretch," said she, " is this the manner of a sub- 
ject to his queen?" The fierce and irritated Rantzau gave a sig- 
nificant look to his ofiicers, of whom one, more daring than the rest, 
advanced towards the queen. She tore herself from his hands, and 
called loudly for help, but no person came. At length, being alone 
and defenceless. In the midst of armed meOj, this unhappy princc». 
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Eleanor of the crafty and selfish Juliana; the 
Tague and uncertain prospect of any good, either 
to his king or country, arising from tlie fall of 
Struensee; and the horrid doom which awaited 
the captives, tended to shake his mind, and de- 
press his spirits with gloomy presentiments. 

To the king shewing himself from the bal- 
cony of his palace to the burgers of Copenhagen, 
Count Rantzau had no objection ; but to see him 
parade the city, accompanied by Juliana and Prince 
Frederick ; to hear a hired rabble shout in honor 
of that woman and her son, filled his mind with 
disgust. Now that the danger w?is over, the queen 
dowager soon let Count Rantzau know that there 
were individuals whose council had much more 
influence with her than his- This was particu- 
larly exemplified by Jidiana Maria persisting in 
exhibiting the impotent king in gala dress, deck- 
ing him with the richest jewels, accompanied 
by her perfidious son, who was thus exposed 
for several hours, bowing from his state coach to 
the shouting mob on either side, in whose cla- 
morous shouts the name of Prince Frederick was 

transported with rage, ran to a window, and would have precipitated 
herself from it^ but she was withheld. TOey endeavored to carry 
her away, and she defended herself till her strength and recollection 
foiled. When she recovered herself and perceired no means of 
escaping, she pelded, and was allowed time for dressing ; after w^hich 
she was conducted to the carriage which took her to the castle of 
Cronenborg." By comparing this with the preceding particulars, 
the reader will be able to form a correct judgment of the conduct 
of Queen Matilda and Cotmt Rantzau. 

L 
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iiukidioualy blenlded wkh the king s. . Against tbis 
act of Imdignaitf indecency, Count. Rantssu ^n* 
Taib protested : sit hours had not^ elajised jtxK 
tiiat.nobl6nuui^& that all hisfeaars were Ifteljf . 
to.be realised. In his- heart he jregretted die 
too ardent zeal with whiok he had devoted iwar 
utiSito save a king who. was not worthy of esteem 
Qr respect :. . > ,. . . 

,.Whilst this indeceat&roe. was acting; £rttldf 
berg and Juliana h^ prepared another source oi[ 
humiliation to the fallen queen, and oif gr«tifiea-f. 
ti(m of that fell spirife of hatred ami voigeaiiee 
that, would perhaps hare led Jidiana, if. opportu^ 
nity. had served^ to ha^e waribed her. hands in the 
heart's blood of Matilda. It.was chiefly by the 
machinations of Ckildbergithat the city, was filled 
with the most foul and outn^ous violations of 
truth respecting the licentiousness of Matilda's 
court; which was certainly too gross to be de- 
fended, tliough it fell infinitely short of the exr 
aggerated picture spread by a cloud of base 
emissaries hired by her enemies. What pecu- 
liarly marked the quarter whence they flowed 
was that the kuig was no less the object of abuse, 
than the queen ; and whilst the latter was called 

tibie w — ^e of Babylon^ the scarlet w -e, 

and other gross and opprobrious epithets ; the 
king was accused of being addicted to the worst of 
propensities: it was affirmed that to keep him 
quiet whilst Struensee had his queen, Brandt 
provided him with the means of gratification! 
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Such were the scandalous tales circulated amongst 
the vulgar, to weaken their attachment to the king, 
and rouse their passions and prejudices to the ut- 
most pitch of fury. When the events of the night 
became known, the city was suddenly thrown 
into rage, confusion, and dismay. The inhabitants 
flocked in multitudes towards the kings palace; 
and as those reports ^eve rapidly circulated 
through the country, thousands upon thousands 
soon rushed to the city> increasing the uproar and 
confusion. When the arrest of Queen Matilda 
and her partisans was fully understood, the air 
rang wdth the opprobrious epithets bestowed on 
her name. The most fierce and dangerous of the 
rioters were the sailors and their wives, and the 
vulgar inhabitants of St. Anna's quarter towards ihef 
Oster port. They seemed in a manner organised, 
and led by persons whose motions they obeyed. 

** Now the great b y house is purified/' said the 

ringleaders, " let us proceed to the purification of 
the city*'* Lists of names and places of abode were 
immediately handed about. The mob divided itsdf 
into masses, and attacked and gutted every house 
of ill fame, and the apartment of the poorest pros- 
titute in the city; acting so methodically, that if 
there were only a single room inhabited by a cour- 
tezan, they seized her goods, and broke the doors 
and windows, without injuring the other rooms or 
any other property. The leaders openly sold to 
the best bidder what they could of the plunder, 
and divided the proceeds; the rest they burnt in 

l2 
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heaps in the different open spaces of tbf» city. 
When they had completed this mischief^ of which 
Juliana was the authoress; being full of drink 
j^ind courage, they took it in their heads to march 
towards the citadel to demand the prisoners; and 
but for the firmness of Coimt Rantzc^u, under the 
vile pretext of fear and incompetent power ta 
resist, their vengeance would have been saturated 
with blood, and the most unpopular prisoners given 
up to their fury. The count rode boldly amongst 
the maddened rabble ; told them that strict jus- 
tice should be done ; but that the cannon of the 
citadel should be turned on them if they dared to 
persist. Such was the fury that animated the 
savage, prejudiced multitude against the queen, 
whose safety would have been very precarious if 
she had not been sent away. 

During the first day of his imprisonment, 
Struensee seemed stupified ; he did not eat ; he 
drank only a little wine and water ; he wept, but 
not excessively until he saw his valet enter, whose 
captivity called a flood of tears to the relief of his 
master's bosom. The count, to whom no one was 
permitted to speak, was so overcome by the honest 
grief depicted in the face of his young valet, that 
he took him by the hand, kissed his cheek, and 
said — '' Poor fellow ! I intended to have provided 
for thee : I delayed it too long, not wishing to 
lose thy services, and now thou art the compar 
nion of my prison ! Canst thou forgive me for 
this ?" The young man, affected to a degree of 
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inteliBe sympathy, sobbing and crying like a childi 
threw himself at his meister's feet, and, embracing 
his knees, said, '' Oh God! Oh God! if I had not 
cqiened the door, my beloved master might hare 
escaped!"* The officers who were present could 
scarcely refrain from shedding tears. At last, Stru- 
enseei a little relieved, taised the poor fellow from 
his suppliant posture ; and took, at his persuasion^; 
a cup of coffee. The officers not imderstanding 
German, Emestus told the count, whilst resting* 
his head on his knees, that he had secured his gold 
repeater^ diamond pin, and brooch ; and also his 
purse^ which he slipped into the count's hand ; — that 
Count Brandt was in the next room ; — the queen 
senttoCronenborg; the count's brothers and friends 
all in arrest-t That his papers, as also his property 

* There appears some uncertamty as to this point. If the secret 
staircase led to the queen's rooms, the couat would inevitablj have 
been seisKid there : if it led to a gallery or passage communicating with 
the grand suite of rooms, in that case he might have escaped from 
the palace, bat not from the city. 

Mr. Wolffe, in his interes^ng work, states, that '^ The queen 
endeamxred to make her escape through a secret jMSsage ; hut on 
her arrival at the. outer door', to her great mortifieaiwn^ found it 
guarded by eentineUy Vide Northern Tour^ p. 95. This sen- 
tence confirms the preceding accounts, as to the existence of a secret 
passage, but affords no further elucidation as to where it led. 

t General Falkenskjold was thrown^ iii die deptb of a nordmni 
winter, into a narrow and- damp dufl^^e«B, where mdtinoas or disor- 
derly aeamoi Were usually con&ed. Some ftriend presented a pe^ 
tion to Prince Frederick, praying diat the colonel raright be removed 
to a prison less unwholesome. The author whence these particulars 
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gej ei d; — and lastly, he mentioned the riots of 

I ad been informed. The count was dread* 

tated at this news ; and yet he did not 

% ter : the purse he eontri ved to hide in the 

titru, 2 watch and jewels he bade his valet 

i| earfiU lest his valet bad no money, Stru- 

lt op the purse to g^ve him a couple of 

when, owinir to its sUpping, he wiks de- 

i : a fact the ol d not conceal. The 

nmandantj q. lame Id man,* soon came, 

and very unceremoniously searched the count, 

and took away the money, Hes then rummaged the 

valet, and thus obt&ined the valuable gold watch 

have been borroiTed,t attributed to Prince Frederick llie foliowiag 
sarcastic and inttumati reply ; nEmelj^ " A raaa who has fought 
a^iiiM the TiirkS| ought to be sufficiently hardened to bear any 
situation.''' There was a double sting in this reply ; Falkenskjold 
having served in the recent expedition against Algiers, which had 
totally fiiiied, aad hereby greatly exasperated line public mind agamst 
the prindpal officers condemed. The miEilice of Juliana and heir par* 
tfians was particnlariy' bitter against this officer, who was ^noif 
fittached to Stniensee, and who would have prevented tliSs catask 
trophe, if his regiment had arrived in tiine. 

Lady Gohler, with the general, her husband, was taken fo dm 
citadel, and guarded by officers plaoed in their room : she was shortly 
. afterwards renioved from ^e citadel, ai^d kept ploae prisoner in h^ 
own house. 

* When Count Stniensee was delivered as a state criminal to the 
commandant, the former said in a mournful tone oi voice, ^^ I suppose 
this visit is totally unexpected by you." " Not at all,'^ replied the' 
uncourteokiB commandant ; ^ I have been for a longtime past o^np^^ 
ptantly expecting your excellency." .. 

t Latrobe, p. 308. i 
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that the count purchased when in Englaud ; the dia- 
mond brooch, a present from Matilda, that cost five 
hundred guineas ; and a ring, one thousand : such 
was the magnificent spoil that, thus casually, fell into 
the hands of the colonel commandant Von Hofoen, 
a coarse unfeeling man, and an obsequious crea* 
ture of Eichstedt's. Whether it was done to in- 
sult, or gratify the count, a silver-gilt chamber-pot 
and wash-hand bason w^re brought from his 
stately apartments, forming a striking contrast 
with the humble furniture of his present abode ; 
and still more so with that to which he w^ ^oon 
removed. 

The commandant, addressing the count, told 
him that orders were given to allow him four shil- 
lings sterling per diem, and two for his attendant;* 
and that an orderly serjeant was in attendance to 
fetch what he wanted : then turning to the valet, 
he said, " You have told the couyit of the riots, as 
well as handed him a purse of ducats : now, mark 
what I say; — if, during your confinement and s^t- 
tendance^ you tell t\xe count any thing whatever, 
even if it ramSy you shall be sent to Gluckstadt, 
condemned to perpetual slavery and chains. As 
the count is ignorstnt^of our motber-tongue, and 

• Mr. Wolffe asserts, " An officer remained with him during the 
time of his confmement, and only half a dollar was allowed for his 
dail^ sustenance." In this he was misinformed. The sum allowed 
the fH>unt proved fully sufficient to the decent supply of his wants. It 
waa equd in Copenhagen at that period, to twenty shillings ii^ Lon- 
dop in 18J2. 



I . JIECUV ttlSTOlir Q¥ vnz . 

4pibige»>andlaud enough, to »btJi6ardl»)rdl^JMir- 
datlB oatnde; and caire mU l^ titat ihifciil* 
tfttomon guard ihftU aim knov iSfunaft'^'jit 
.«a»oir]iig to Baotaui'a interfiwenee thitHwirtilaii 
-«£the t«^ pODunto wfiK CQ^^ klfae «MMa4^ 
*n»mthtbev masteif, with Mbmtf >to HnA :m 
iliifn;.. fie was afraid idwgr voukl otbnnmiHh* 
4ipMed to contiimri ydigajtini, if artrJto pritiia 
jtacttiKe: to prevent which .he AhtaMad^UaiidWr 
yence ; a priyilege whidi oeaaed whaa|idirial#ji^ 
jcaadkigB were began, and wbfM tfauWiffiMto 
were obtruded on the captives who wew thai ah 
|aet toola of JuUana and GuMberg ; wJbo MMtjed 
4ftitheir employers the ooo^eMiou estortedifittlt 
thttfiriBoners; and op€iralu)g 4iga the frighted jiwii 
igination of Struenaee, led him to accnae and Jan* 
minate the queen.* To compile their tender 

* The work published ja England in 1776, eotilled <« Tie Cb»- 
versim and Death of Count Strumwej'' by the ReYonend ]iiv 
Munter ; and that of Count Enevold Brandt, by the Reverend Mr. 
Hee, convey the most abject idea possible of both those individoak. 
The priests by whom it was compiled, might, in their prifite chano- 
ters, be reqiectable. It would, however, be cradoiois ladaed, to 
believe, if they had not eiyoyed the conifidmce qi Jnliaqit mi 
her adherents, they would have been selected on that occasion : and 
if they had been men of unbendmg integrity, they never would have 
been chosen. These extraordinary confessions must be regarded as 
an ex parte statement, that, previous to publication, underwent 
the revision of Struensee's bitterest enemy. Many, of the ftda 
bear a stamp as if they were wrung from him by torture : otbers, 
by the hope of pardon. Whilst the trial, it such it may be termed^ 
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mercies, they published, in their acconnts of his 
coDversion, such monstrous confessions, that if 
they eouid be believed, they prove Struensee to 
have been the most depraved, dastardly, and base 
of recorded villains. 

Under the new regulations, discourse became 
irksome ; but the presence of Ernestus, who was 
lodged in a room below the count, was still a great 
relief. The second night, about midnight, the 
valei; heard heavy steps ascending the stairs ; and 
a clank, as of a heap of chains or fetters thrown 
on the floor above his head. This disturbance 
filled him with terror ; for his fears foreboded that 
those irons were for the count ; and he expected, 
with fear and trembling, the same treatment 
Presently he heard the soimd of hammers, as if 

was going on, these priests visited the prisoners ; and it is reasoop 
able to suppose, they received their instructions from the police 
minister, and shaped their questions accordingly : they passed alter- 
nately iirom the office of the attorney-general to the prisoners, and 
vice versa. As to Mr. Munter, the admissions and inuendoes con- 
tained in his 8hai*e of the work, represent Struensee as the moot 
filthy of depraved sensualists : whilst Mr. fiee, who was selected by 
the bishop of Harboe to visit Count Brandt, writes thus; (p. 274) 
^^ The third confession was of such a nature^ I dare not mention 
it J though (t concerned his smd.^^ The imagination being left to 
revel in an infinity of horrible conclusions, was likely to content itself 
with this, that however bad it might conceive the count to be, it 
would still &11 &ac short of his guilt ! — Thb was. indeed porfoing 
the victim beyond the grave : and if Mr. Hee's motives were to 
do the utmost possible injury to the memory of Ck)unt Brandt, he 
unquestionably adopted the most certain mode of attaining it. This, 
however, is a conclusion that it would be illiberal, and perhqw un- 
just, to insist on. 
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tng an the fetters ! In about half an hour, 

ise ceased, the persons descended, who 

LB door without stopping: this was some 

but the thoughts of his master's fate kept 

ike and in tears tiU towards the morning, 

ui slumbers were disturbed by dreams of 

being beheaded and quartered* 
to he was permitted to leave his own room, 
it with a heavy heart to the count- The 
of the sentinels, who sorrowfully shook 
heads, confirmed his apprehensions, Stru- 
' strove to conceal his disgrace; covering his 

1 h the bed-clothes ; but this could not last 

I and when the eyes of tlie master and mail 
sy seemed equally affected; both looked 
iiid haggard, and their eyes were swollen 
liy crying. The \^let saw with horror and dis* 
ttiity that the count was chained to a massive 
iron staple driven into the waU ; which passed 
UiTQiigh a swivel, fixed to a thick ring that eDcir- 
cled his right aucl© and his left wrist; and so 
short as barely to admit liim to reach a night- 
cha^P that stood at the foot of his bed^ or sit on 
the bed's side; the staple being fixed opposite 
tbp. centre of the bedstead. The valet, from ex- 
cess of grief, could scarcely speak:— seizing Stru- 
easee's hand, he kissed it with respectfnl affection ; 
and bathed with his tears the iron ring that encir- 
cled his master s wrist.* 

* The count hurt the wrist of his right hand by a Ikl] fircmi a 
liorae^ and ahvays aAcrvvards wore a hlad: ribbon round it* It was 
on tbdt ajroount tlic ring was fastened round his left wrist* Count 
Pva^A was cliaiivcd froni his left foot to hjs right wrist.. 
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Man is the most docile of ail animals : he 
accommodates himself to all situations, and the 
most painful privations! — horror-struck as was 
this unhappy voluptuary when first he saw his 
limbs enchained; in the course of a couple of 
days his grief subsided, and he strove to relieve 
himself as much as possible by adapting his posi- 
tion U> the length of his chain. He also began 
to take his meals with something like an appetite. 
He breakfasted about nine, off coffee, rolls, tops 
and bottoms, and biscuits : at one, he dined, took 
a glass of light wine, and a cup of coffee : drank 
tea about five or six o'clock, and perhaps ate a 
biscuit or two : he took no supper, but drank a 
glass of port wine and water. He was always very 
abstemious as to wines and spirits; at least, after 
he was placed about the king. His meat was cut 
by his valet, so that he might eat it with a silver 
fork or spoon ; not being permitted to use a 
knife, lest he should commit suicide. 

The count was supplied with provisions by a 
French restaurateur named Mareschal, who lived 
on Reverentz Gaarden, Konung's Nye Torve : every 
thing was most carefully examined before it wars 
served up ; even the bread was cut open ; and the 
napkins shook, and held up to the light. 

For the more secure confinement of the count, 
or (more correctly defining its object,) for his 
greater punishment, he was soon removed from the 
officers' barrack, to a room in the vallum, behind 
the church; a small, low, square room; with on^ 
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small window in the corner^ and scarcely fourteen 
feet square ; the walls were bare ; a stump bed- 
stead, a bed of the meanest kind, a table, close- 
stool, a stove, and two chairs for the officers, formed 
the miserable furniture of this gloomy place : but 
even here, as if to tantalize his memixry, the silver- 
gilt chamber-pot aud washing^bason were allowed 
him. He was uow chained more closely than be- 
fore ; so much so, that it was with difficulty he could 
reach the night-chair, or sit upright on the side of 
his bed. This was the act of Juliana, who more 
than once, after the valet was dismissed^ gratified 
her malice by viewing in disguise the wretched 
victim of his own folly, and her treachery ! 

Without a moment's notice the valet was dis* 
missed ; nor was he allowed to speak to, or take leave 
of hi?=i master ! The count was so much affected by 
his lods, that be was at first quite locositelaUiii; |i 
was even reported that he tried to destipy himidi 
by fordngthe silver ibrkdowti his tl^dati laune^ 
diately after tlus^ the priesto and lawjrers com* 
menoed their operations, working alteniately coit 
the hopes imd fwxB of the uaba|4>y man ; Mhm 
was pftrtly persiiiide«l by his treacherous spiritwi' 
viditorfiti and no teas impelled by the horrid totr^V 
tures with which he "Was threateiied» tO' accuse thai 
queen of having first seduced him> concealing 
nothing that ever had occurred between tkem*> 
Thia aot of eow^rdice^ that did not save himself,^ 
gave ike finishing Uqw to the slender hopes^of the> 
queen : Ih^B triiupaph of Juliana was now coiiipilete;^ 
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her exultation knew no bounds ; and had not fear 
restrained her, she would have brought both the 
queen and the count to trial for adultery and 
treason. The trial of Count Struensee sufficiently 
proves how greatly the law was strained to 
reach hiin: as to Count Brandt, whatever crimi- 
nality attached to his motives^ no act of high 
treason was proved, and his sentence remains an 
indelible stain and disgrace to the jurisprudence 
of Denmark. 

Count Struensee, too late, saw and deplored 
the weakness into whidi he had fallen in making 
unreserved confessions to priests, who, however 
sanctified their manners, were selected and sent 
to him by his mortal enemies. He saw that the 
hopes of mercy insidiously held out were false 
and illusive, and intended only to entangle him 
deeper and deeper : many a time he filled vrith 
dismay the officers who guarded him, when, furi- 
ously clanking his chains, and grinding his teeth, 
he cursed his own baseness, and the perfidy of his 
enemies. At last, seeing nothing but an ig- 
nonoinious death before his eyes, without any 
means oi^ avoiding it, he collected the scattered 
energies of his mind, and wrote, chained as he 
was, in a limited quantity of paper, his defence^ 
entitled " Verantwortung des Grdfen Struensee, 
an die Kdnigiicke Cemmission,'' L e. " The reply of 
Count Struensee to the king's commissioners."' 
It ebntaiHB thirty pages of close letter-press; 
and if it fails to justify the conduct of Struensee, 



15S tadRCt iiistaRY ot the ' ' 

ft shewft fhe ivedaieflB of the ptofA linA'^Mf 
commiMioiien had been abte to 9BMiii6ti^''liMt . 
fhe gron abrardity of many of their ^^ dUi^ gliiB 
The efibrta of the count to r^Td Ae WO ^ A 
tAsaab from Ae accused yoke ealled J^udelf JM*! 
MXtf were conatraed as an act of h^gh lienUf 
agamat ffte jooem^jjfiify; becaoaJBiyfiiraMdb'*^ 
lelievii^ the oppreaaed and degraded ttsti€tli1oSS 

• «« Am, iM /iff JMWMl tfU mUmUken ,w»A^etm^ 
muzmoUrkm oder an Mtek zu hrmgem^ welAn mH €im'''i£iirim& 

- - -*-- J^m I it ■ n f <rf ■ 1 la^i ii 1 m£lt ma^a9 ^^^i^^^iA^M^^ * ^m^l^C^ **-'-'' ' tfW|^S^u~ 

lOBMS, WET flOPO IWg mBHWUml^ IPHi #OVMnEMMM fMKK MV AMinfP* ' 

jtrigfWtr ^ dergfdekm .er anri k n oAr fr§rUkim Mj^* ^^ 
BAUiger dn Mtgeam, mid ,aU wldu^ wAk0 dk fOfm^^j^ 
fmmarekueke gemaU wmd koheU griMidk oHgdaM^ 
werdm 9otUr.^ Tide OrtkeU m AicAm dSst ''Gmeml 
wider dm Cfrqfim Strmmgee, p. 131. 

By this formidable and doHic article of the eMfiMktian mdte 
lij tbe wUe Burgers of Cqpenhagan with Frederick the Thirdi il 
is declared an act of High Treason, if at amy future penod^»aiy 
person should, by any means attempt to diminish the deqxiCic power 
of the crown! — Under the sanction of this hiw, Stmensee renderedl 
himself liable to the death of a traitdr by every act of political refi»^ 
mation that he introduced. 

M. Suhm,t in his letter ad^teased, in 1773, to Christi&B thc^ 
Seventli, after glancing his eye at the deqxidsm of Denmirk/ 
thus defines the boasted freedom of us English ; viz. — 

*^ Thus will Denmark become the land of liberty ; of unlimited 
power ; of peace, plenty, and security beyond even that of fingland ; 
where, aKhoUgh self-interested, and servile mmisters cannot prevent 
the voice of the people from being heard at the foot of the throne ; 
yet) by their influence they prevent its efl^ts, and cause thoae whd 
are the interpreters of public grievances, and who stand forward in 
so upright a cause, to be thrown into prison/^- 

t CouQfeUor of State.— Vide Wolffe^s Northern Tour, p. 89. 




COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 169 

labourihg poor, the sovereign power mudt be 
diminished ; and by the act that conferred the 
sovereign power on Frederick the Thirds it is 
declared an act of high treason in any one who 
should, by any means, direct or indirectly attempt 
to deprive that king or his successors of any part 
of the sovereign power! Thence, according to this 
atrocious doctrine of the crown lawyers of Den- 
mark, that glorious imdertaking, the fulfilment of 
which has since immortalised the memory of 
Coimt Bernstorfi*, (was an act of high treason in 
Pount Struensee ! ! ! 

Queen Matilda was in a manner annihilated 
when the confessions of Struensee, — every page 
signed with his well-known hand, and couched in 
the most offensive terms, — were laid before her.* 
Struensee's want of fortitude decided her fate. 
Count Rantzau was at first incredulous : when a copy 
was handed to him, he saw at one glance that the 
Queen Matilda would be divorced and banished, 
and Juliana remain sole mistress of the field. He 
cursed, the pusillanimity of Struensee, and his own 
folly and precipitancy; for it could not escape 
him, that the day must soon arrive that shoidd ter- 
minate in disgrace his own career. 

*'The account published in Germany in 1788, and translated by 
Latrobe the next year, (p. 242,) accused the king's commissioners of 
having signed the name of Carolina Matilda to her confession: a 
charge altogether improbable, as they were possessed o^ super- 
abimdant evidence to establish every &ct it contained. Sir John Carr 
copied this little embellishment into his Northern Summer. 
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Struenaee had many amours on his hands; 
and many a ruined female too late betnoaani 
her fate. He had several illegitimate childraa> 
for none of whom could he make the least provi- 
sion, not a single dollar of all his property being 
left him: his brothers, afterwards provide for 
those children, principaUy in Prussia. 

Emestus, the valet, strove in vain to obtain: 
an interview with his master previous to hiaeaBOh 
cntion. Pleased with his fidelity to Stmenaee, 
Ck)unt Rantzau took him into his service, treating^ 
him in a manner peculiarly kind. As the fatal day 
approached, the young man appeared more and 
more affected ; growing seriously worse ; which did 
not at all tend to cheer the spirits of his new master, 
who remained in his house on the 28th of Apii^ 
when the dreadful sentence was fulfilled. He used 
every argument in his power to tranquillize the 
mind of the faithful Norwegian, whose fixed sor- 
row seemed too violent to admit of consolation. 
The heaviest calamities are, however, hghtened 
by the hand of time ; and youth is the season when 
grief is soonest forgotten : within about a week 
after the execution, a wish once more to behold 
the face of his lamented master, led him to the 
place where his mangled remains were exhibit- 
ed ;* and so great was the shock his sensibility 

• Mr. Coxe, ed. 1802, vol. 3, p. 1, gives the following account 
of this horrid scene, viz :— 

" I visited the spot where Struensee and Brandt were execute^ 
on the 28th March (April) 1772. The scaffold was constructed 
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received, that he fell senseless on the earth ; in 
which state he was found ; and after he revived, and 
was carried home> he was confined for a week to 

near tlie east gate of tbe town ; and they were conducted to the spot 
in twd separate carriages^ through an immmeiide concourse of people. 
They aitived at the place of execution about eleven o^clock. Brandt 
first alighted, and mounted the scafibld with a slow step and undaunted 
mien : he heard' his sentence read, and saw his coat of arms broken, 
without expressing the least emotion ; he then prayed for a few 
minutes, and qK)ke a few words to the people. When the executioner 
approached to assist him,'* (undress) ^^ he said to him with firmness, 
yet not without mildness, ^ Stand off! and do not pretnme to touch 
fwe/ Without any assistance he pulled off his pelisse, and prepared 
for his fate. He first stretched out his hand, and bade the executioner 
do his duty^ without shrinking from the blow : it was struck off, and 
his head severed from his body almost in the same instant : his body 
was. then quartered. 

" During this dreadful scene, Struetasee remained at the bottom of 
the scaffold," (in a coach, the priest conversing and praying with him) 
" anxiously expecting and dreadmg his own fate. His whole frame 
trembled when Brandt's blood gushed from the scaffold, and he was " 
so agitated that he could not walk up the steps without help. He 
said nothing, and permitted the executioner to assist him in taking 
off his cloak. Instead of imitating the serenity of his fellow-sufferer, 
he started up several times before he gave the signal, drew back his 
hand, which was shockingly mangled before it was cut off, and was at 
last held down by force whilst the executioner beheaded him." 
Such is Mr. Cuxe^s relation of Struensee's last moments, and it is to 
be hoped of his last sufferings ; but it contains a few errors, that are 
excusable in describing what had happened several years before. 
Godsckau, the executioner, was bred a surgeon, and articled to 
his trade ; wore a sword, and was not held infamous ; the axes he 
used were very sharp and heavy; he had two by his side, covered in 
bags. Struensee was really convulsed^ and therefore coHld not hold 
himself still : his face and right arm were of necessity placed in the 

H 
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Uu toom : ftoto that period his g9i«f lMM'<rf( IHM^ 
iMtenefer he recoHtcttd the Mftlitigli> #^ 4itf 
oount and of Queen Matilda, whoM^ beyrili*M)F 

oavities pnrpoielj col into die Uodc to leceive th^; Ifa JW Up it 
tkner'iMnlaiit held die hind If die ft^en, and die head Igr dW 
hikt k were ID wittier if die heedwpiwp'ilitdeApmw;, lilt 
dwlMvdwMdtrackoratalilQw; the tteewpa. Aiad ifliit tH' <l#. 
blodt; he aeiied faii odMr, and. dp aedi U i 
short, pert of faiiduawaa cat off: it kpofaohklia.wii^i 
betsredie&talfalmwitgmn. The two€oaplawtaali)w»tot|ft 
ecaifcld in dieir iron; ud as hodi were execated eQ«aeyai|k» 
Scmensee had die horrid taik to perfim of kjiqg hpifiMe aad hMii 
in puddles of die yet reekiq; blood of his dcanst Umi, whaia 
mangled remainBhyi^readaraand! Astra 
ererpoaNSMd might have been totally anhingedhj the ( 
befinv his eyes* 

Hie executioner having disembowelled the bodieai oal eff their 
privale parts, and divided the trunks each in four qaattoia; .the 
entrails, <&c. were thrown into tubs placed on the acaffioM to receive 
tbem ; the heads, and right hands, and bleeding quarters, wer^ then 
exi)08ed to public view as they were conveyed all through the ci^ 
to die field at the opposite extremity, where they were to be 1^ 
to rot, or be devoured by the fowls of the air. For each body, linur 
stout balks were, at equal distances, driven into the. earth ; a talkr 
pole was fixed in the centre : the entrails, &c. were buried ia a 
hole dug at the foot of the central pole ; on the top die head waa fited, 
the pole being forced up inside to the scull, through which a spike was. 
driven to make it iiEUt ! the hand was nailed to a piece oi boards 
placed transversely below the head ; a ctirt er waggon wheel was 
iixed horizontally on the top of each of the four poets or piUaia, on 
whicl^ a quarter of the body was exposed, made &8t to the whed by 
chains of iron ! In this manner were the bodies of the two aMiate 
disposed of; and such was the horrid spectacle presented to the eyes 
of the valet when he reached ijbe disaial phu^e. Its dfect cm his 
nerves is ab'eady mentioned: but Juliana ia said to have goae to 
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Other witness, he could have criminated^ it inspired 
him with melancholy, and often cost him the 
silent tribute of a tear. 

glut her insatiate malice with the sight. It Was rumoured, though it is 
almost too horrible for belief, that she said to Guldberg, " It is not 
quite complete ; the head of the * * * * * is wanting to make it so." 
The place where the bodies were thus exposed was that on which 
the scavengers emptied all the filth of Copenhagen. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Character and amduci of Count Rantzau. — /& 
Dhgrace. — Benevottnce ofyiatilda. — Gratitude. — 
LeX'taliones. — Sensibility and gratitude. — Afasei- 
noting mistress. — Visit to Zell. — Afairpemient. — 
Reconciliation of Matilda and Rantzau. — Their 
deaths. 

WHILST the sovereignty was in reality pos- 
sessed and exercised by Juliana Maria, taking 
warning by the fate of Struensee, she suffered the 
council of state to be re-established, which, with 
the exception of Count Rantzau, was composed of 
persons devoted to her views : the members con- 
sisted of the elder Counts de Thott, d'Osten, and 
Rantzau; de Schak Ratlau, and Colonel, now 
General Eichstedt. The king soon found his 
condition was not bettered ; he changed keepers, 
and that was all ; and was deprived of some grati- 
jBcations (and perhaps properly enough) that he 
received under the reign of his consort. 

JuUana took care that the day and hour, and 
every horrid feature of Struensee's execution, 
should be made known to Queen Matilda ; who 
generously pardoned the man that had betrayed 
her, imputing his conduct to the effects of torture. 
She passed that day in her bed-room, with no 
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Other company than her infant, now doubly dear 
to her desolate mother ; and during the rest of 
her life, though the name was never heard to pass 
her lips, she is said, at her palace in Zell, 
to have devoted its anniversary to fasting and 
prayer. There is no doubt but her fall wrought 
a thorough reformation in the mind of Matilda, 
that was tainted by only one crime, and that one^ 
flowing from the criminality of others rather than 
the innate depravity of her own heart.* In spite 

* Latroba, p. 247, speaking of the queen, says, " Her sen- 
sibility rendered her capable of feeling her misery in its utmoflt 
extent ; and the expressions in which she depicted tlie excruciating 
apprehensions of her mind to her counsellor Uhldal, fully shewed 
with what accuteness she felt them." 

P. 268. "On the 27th of May, two English frigates and a cutter 
arrived atHel8ingor,(El8ineur) and on the 30th the queen left Cronen- 
borg. The last moments which this amiable queen spent in the Danish 
dominions, were distressing in the highest degree. She was now 
under the necessity of parting from her only comfort, the only object 
of her affection '^ (untrue and improper) " her infrmt daughter; and of 
leaving her in the hands of her sworn enemies. She fondly pressed for 
some minutes the babe to her bosom, and bedewed it with a shower 
of tears : she then attempted to tear herself away ; but the voice, 
the smiles, the endearing motions of her infant, were chains that 
irresistibly drew her back. At last she called up all her resolution ; 
took her once more into her arms, with the impetuous ardour of 
distracted love, imprinted on the lips of the babe the farewell kiss, 
and returning it to the attendant, she exclaimed, " Away ! away 1 
I now possess nothing here!*' — One of the king*s boats carried her 
to the first frigate ; and the squadron (commanded by Oaptain 
Macbride) saluted her on coming on board, and set sail for Stade, 
whence ohe was to travel by land to Zcll, Unfortunately the ship^ 
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of the rezionstracces of a certain great power, 
the c-esiies ci Matilda perserered in proceeding 
to divorce h^r from the king. It admitted of no 
verr uvi.rable ccnitruction that the king her 
brv:±.er did net sead for her home to his own 
coun, izjstead of ordering her to fix her residence 

veK •fea:zi>fi '.y c::a:rvT niads; and she Ind ttiD, for • whole 
car, ix iLscr?«!>^ % i-iw c:' xhe camin*, ivhich to her had been the 
Kvxrr* cc ^^ =Li7.y d.-soranes. The next day a fiivoanhle wind 
coa^KC lie i-f^r :: prco?ed 

"T:.!* *ziec :: :* memorable revolution ; which is certainly one of 
iz^ moic exr^:ri.z.ir} poiuical events in the histoiy of any coantn'. 
Tbe rrizcess ^Lo thereby lost the most exahed situation that hirth 
cc tjcri:ie csa be^uw, desen od a bener fate. Truth cannot deny, 
a:f j-jf^eLT approve, hor errors ; but the heart must allow that 
*>•» rai :ie 'uscejt claim ly pity and indulgence. Her sensibUit}*, 
ini :>.-: c!r:.::r.^a::.os ir.:.' ^>^.ic!l she was thrown, were powerful 
e-i^Siiz-s :■: ^ >u*v- oviille u-.ir.ci, v.ht>o very excellencies led her imo 
ois^^. A:*::: :.rr /:.-. .' trr.r. tiie good qualities of her own heart 
r.;ir7:'?i r.er :i:: '."le c:r^l-«'T:L>?ii-:ms in which she was involved. The 
vu.rz:i:. of h:r ci >*:>:: ion !ed her to take the first step upon the 
vrvi'si: i'a:.*. : ^ :^ »^-i> *:": uiuch inl'atuated to be immediately conscious 
\\ It ; ii::.: >..; !..;.: ''rxoeded too lor before she discovered her mis- 
u-ki'. T' e il.-^.ncry alarmed her, and she strove to measuie back 
her s:^:^: :i ;h.^u?and obstacles opposed her return: she felt herself 
lev weak TO on orc'^me them : her first efiforts .were ill-judged, and 
only led htT do.^por ir.to error: her mind was exceedingly distressed; 
10 a!;o\ ia:o which became her only study. Dissipation offered her 
tho roaoii^s: a?cii>iance : and. with the activity of mind peculiar to 
ho:v«\f, sho irraspod at every thing that might have a tendency to 
l\\:::>h rff^tction from her bosom. Since that dreadful moment, 
Vihon lie >oil was torn from her eyes, when she was awakened 
frvnu hor trance, and a long and severe punishment inflicted, ker 
s\\tt\iuci is lior be5i defence with the humane, susceptible, and the 
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at Zell! a city, — ^the birth-place of her unfortunate 
ancestor, who was immured so many years in the 
castle of AUer. It was a measure better calcu^ 
lated to lead an erring woman to reflection and 
amendment, than to restore a dubious character 
in the estimation of the world. Matilda fell the 
victim of an ardent constitution, and a debauched, 
impotent, and depraved husband : whilst that de- 
tested and detestable step-mother, whose life 
from the first year of her arrival in Denmark was 
but one tissue of criminal intrigues and intended 
murder, was permitted to triumph, and descend 
to the tomb, if unpunished, yet universally de^ 
tested, 

virtuous. Cronenborg witnessed in this princess, the most sincere 
repentance, the most tender maternal affection; the noblest sympathy 
with her unfortunate friends, and the most heroic resignation to her 
cruel fate. Zell afterwai'ds saw in her the purest virtue and piety ; 
the sweetest affiibility; the most compassionate heart; and a degree 
of fiirtiCude in her disdneasing fiitoation, which shed a soft and traaquil 

lustre over the evening oi her life.'* Such is Mr. Latrabe^s 

translation, which in places I have altered, being sure he mistook 
the meaning of his German original : he mentions the evening of 
Matilda's life ! Matilda perished, ere its meridian, by an infectious fever. 
At ZeU, ^e paid libera% for intelligence as to her children $ 
«nd ^e had waxen %ures dressed Vke them, which she addressed «$ 
if they were her cUldreii. Idatilda fell a yictiu} to her gratitude. 
A running footman, named Alexander Stuart, who had attended 
her in Denmark, and whom her enemies could neither suborn nor 
intimidate, was seized with a putrid fever. She respected this man 
on account of his fidelity and attachment: insisting on seeing him, the 
generous woman caught the dire infection, and died a few daj's after 
poor ^toart had brei^hed his last 
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nii zspoflimious confessions of Count Stmen* 
«K. icwiever extorted, mortified Rantzau no less 
tbu iitfv delighted Juliana. I state that which 
Kkchei himself declared, when I aflirm, that his 
jui« obifect in arresting that princess was to 
9KT«ac her from rescuing Struensee, and to save 
ktr ocm the machinations of Juliana, who, artfully 
wckxiu: on the prejudices of the very lowest of 
^ f^ople, might have found means to have 
w$%n>yed her by a popular insurrection. The 
iwts that took place in the city, immediately 
alter the arrests of the 17th January 1772, — ^riots 
lliat were intended to insult and degrade the cha- 
ncier of Matilda, — afforded incontestible proofs 
ihftt the apprehensions of Count Rantzau were 
not chimerical. Rantzau, no less than Juliana 
*uJ her oabaK was determined on the overthrow 
of Strut usee and Brandt; after which Rantzau 
fuUv iuUMuled to have restored the queen. It was 
his untoward late to succeed in every step that 
ttulitatod against that greatly unhappy lady; and 
to fail in every thing that was kind and gracious 
in his intentions towards her. 

I'ount Rantzau found himself thwarted in every 
pr\M^H*t that he thought would be of use to his 
ivunlry. and forced to acquiesce in plans that he 
tuoxv to be founded on private interest. He was 
vvmpelled either to be the slave of Juliana and 
hor cabal, or to oppose her when he knew op- 
5mi\M\ Nvi>uld not avail. Previous to the arrest of 
Siruensee, the count entertained serious thoughts 
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of effecting a radical revolution in Denmark ; tear- 
ing up the feudal system by the roots, and esta- 
blishing a representative government on the model 
of that of England. This subject had often been 
discussed between him and Struensee ; and if he 
could have induced Struensee to have considered 
him (Rantzau) as the head of the patriotic party, 
for which his high rank, great possessions, talents 
and experience so well fitted him, the attempt 
would have been made ; but the queen, ruled the 
king, and through him the realm; Struensee ruled 
the queen, and was de facto, the sovereign of Den- 
mark : blinded by pride, fired by ambition, — he 
cut with Rantzau, followed his own crude sugges- 
tions, and perished as we have'^seen. Instead of 
addressing anonymous letters to Count Brandt, 
and useless remonstrances to Count Struensee, if 
Rantzau had demanded an audience of Matilda ; 
warned her of her danger ; and as the only ho- 
norable and safe means of providing for her 
safety, had proposed such a revolution, it is very 
probable he would have succeeded; and then that 
glorious measure was sure to have been carried : 
for what could a few impotent nobles have done 
against the united power of the crown, the army, 
and the people ? 

With many fine qualities. Count Rantzau%iad 
great vices : ambition worked to the full as power- 
fully inhimas in Struensee; andinhis morals he was. 
equally relaxed : he become jealous of Struensee ; 
he thirsted for revenge ; to obtain which, in de- 
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fiance of the dictates of common prudence, he 
coalesced with his mortal foe, and the very wont 
woman in Denmark. In that coalition the cou^ 
betrayed a degree of weakness that deprived 
him of all claim to sympathy : Struensee fell the 
Tktim of his own egotism and vanity; Count 
Kantian of his own defective policy. 

The banished and repudiated queen was 
scarcely seated in her melancholy residence at 
Zell — ^far away from her friends, her children, 
and every earthly pleasure ; — and the features of 
the unhappy Struensee were yet plainly distin- 
giushable, grinning horribly and ghastly above the 
waggon wheels on which was exhibited his Uadc<» 
and decaying quartered body, when that stroke 
which Rantzau foresaw, and Matilda foretold, fell 
upon Count Rantzau. 

The dowager queen had already secured a 
majority of votes in the council, in favour of ap- 
pointing her son regent of the kingdom during the 
minority of the crown prince Frederick; but 
stilK without Rantzau's concurrence she dared 
not risk tlie undertaking; the real object of which 
was. of course, her own aggrandisement. The 
artful calculator conceived that Rantzau had so 
completely committed himself by his arrest of 
Queen Matilda, that he must by necessity suc- 
cumb, and forward her views whatever they 
might be. 

On the approach of summer, the Danish court, 
which, after the fall of Matilda, became austere. 
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formal, and gloomy, removed from the winter 
palace in the capital to Fredericksborg. Juliana 
then took possession of Matilda's state rooms; 
and made her minion Guldberg the occupier of 
those where Stniensee had so often revelled in a 
flood of voluptuousness. 

Her chamberlain, Blucher, took a note, written 
by Juliana, and dictated in very flattering terms> 
requesting the attendance of Count Rantzau the 
next day, to spend the day and pass the night at 
that palace* 

The count ordered his vis-a-vis and four; a 
change of linen and clothes, and attended by 
his Norwegian valet, drove to the grand entrance, 
dressed en gala. The moment his name was an- 
nounced, Prince Frederick went to the head of 
grand staircase to receive him ; and whispered 
in his ear that his mother wished to speak to him, 
before the drawing-room commenced: he went 
through the prince's room to the queen dowager's ; 
there he found General Eichstedt, General Kohler 
Banner, and that able statesman, Guldberg. 

The queen dowager received the count, as 
indeed did all present, with distinguished homage : 
presently the prince withdrew, looking very sig- 
nificantly on Rantzau, and telling him he hoped 
on his return to learn that he might rank his ex- 
cellency amongst the number of his particular 
friends, — casting his heavy eye on his mother's 
creatures, who, of coifrse, bowed most obse- 
quiously and profoundly. The task was left to. 
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Goldberg to explain to Rantzau, that to preserve 
the intemal tranquiUity of Denmark, and command 
the respect of foreign states; the gentlemen then 
present, and others, considering the lamentable 
imbecility of the king, and the tender age of the 
crrown prince ; had applied to the queen dowager 
to prevail on her son to accept the office of regent; 
but ere they proceeded fiirther, they wished to 
obtain his excellency's sanction. 

The blood rushed in a torrent to the old 
counts face; his eyes flashed fire; and eyeing the 
speaker with fierce disdain, he said, '' Never, 
whilst Rantzau wears his sword ! You are all guilty 
of more treason against the king,"" said the Count, 
lofddng sternly at the persons who were present, 
^* than what was proved against the scoundrel 
Struensee: henceforth let my name be erased 
from this cabal ; and if you dare to proceed, this 
sword shall chastise your disloyalty and presump- 
tion." Eichstedt, Banner, Rantzau, all rose to- 
gether, and their hands, as if instinctively, were 
laid on their swords : the crafty queen turned 
pale as ashes from rage and fear : Guldberg rushed 
between the angry nobles, exclaiming, '' For 
shame, gentlemen ! in the queen mother s presence 
is this decorous r At his request, Eichstedt and 
Kohler Baimer, humbly begging forgiveness of 
Juliana, seated themselves : Rantzau, too, apolo- 
^iiod to that woman; whose mahce, had her power 
btHMi correspondent, wo\ild have transfixed him 
to iho earth, or severed his limbs like those 
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of Struensee. But if the count was fiery and 
open, Juliana could be cool and reserved: she 
therefore aflfected to rebuke Guldberg for his pre- 
sumption ; aflSrmin*^ with the utmost effrontery 
that she knew nothing whatever of the measure 
alluded to ; and felt truly sorry that the govern- 
ment, in its present state of weakness, should lose 
the support of one of its firmest pillars: this ironical 
and satirical speech conveyed to Count Rantzau 
the acceptation of his dismission from the council 
of state. 

Count Rantzau then withdrew, visibly and vio- 
lently agitated. To conceal the tears he could 
not repress, he kept wiping his face, and com- 
plaining of the heat of the drawing-room. His 
valet, Ernestus, with evident marks of concern, 
marked the angry frown that ruffled his brows , 
and would, if he had dared, have asked what had 
disturbed him. The count read his thoughts in 
the expressive features of his . valet, and said, 
" There is nothing the matter, only it is so d— d 
hot. Go, my friend ; order a dragoon to overtake 
my coach, and bring it back." Ernestus turned 
pale at this order ; for he knew the count had 
been invited, and had designed to spend the day 
and night at Fredericksborg. He obeyed in si- 
lence, half suspicious that the count's bead sat but 
loosely on his shoulders. The vis-a-vis drew up ; 
the count leaped in; Ernestus followed. The 
whole way home the count kept complaining of the 
heat, and wiping his face. When he arrived at his 
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gimde^Giiiie lotlie eoimt, ortcnahly to pwpagi 
em mooeamoiaAm, bot in reality to mom! ^Jm 
fediag^ end if poiaMit Mcertain Ue fiitne Tier^ . 
Hey toA diocolate togeAcr, and had n hng < 
fisnnoe. The count waa too ezperieneedni 
to be entiapped by a shallow young man UkrAigt 
and the latter, nnaUe to indnce the OQpnl toniako 
a confession, in all probability substitsto# chMi|C 
his own fabrication; at least, the events that4p[ 
lowed indicated aa mudi. 

The di^grece ofCountRantzau was soon spdunir 
of by the whole city, and generally with satisfiao^ 
tion ; for he had the singular adroitness to offend 
every party in the state^ without forming one of his 
own. The rumours respecting his ill treatment of 
Queen Matilda, were fed by exaggerated state- 
ments from Juliana and ber partisans, by which 

^ Tbe count was excemvtty addicted to flDoking, and very par* 
tieiiltr in every thing relating thereto; his meretckuym pipe»- 
(mounted in gold and silver) v?ere of the coBtJiest kind ; his tobacco 
Vfas procured fi*om Cadiz : he frequently smoked himself to sleep, his 
faurge pipe» secured from letting any fae, M out, resting on ribbon? 
above his head, and the tube in his mouth : he would at times 
ambke in the night: one pipe fuU of tobacco lasted two hours: a 
•ihrer tiider^box, dec. stood by his bed side, ready to renew his pipr 
if it chanced to-go out 
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ioieans^ the character of the count was mostunmer- 
cifuily treated, particularly by ihe ladies. The 
courtiers no longer sought his notice; his anti* 
chambers were no longer crowded by humble sup* 
plicants ; but, in the midst of a crowded city, he 
felt himself in solitude and alone. 

After the visit to Fredericksborg palace, he stay^- 
ed but a fortnight in Copenhagen, and that period 
was principally employed in arranging his pecuni- 
ary aiiairs, and taking leave of his mistresses. The 
cfa^ren of Count Rantzau Rastorff were the heirs 
to the entailed estates ; and the count, with all his 
levity, was anxious that his tenants, to whom he 
had ever been a mild and indulgent landlord, 
should not be oppressed, nor, after his decease, 
be deprived of their honest earnings that during 
his life-time they might have acquired. 

Love, war, and state intrigues had alternately 
engaged the count's attention from his earliest 
days of manhood ; and so docile was his genius, he 
could follow the three pursuits at once^ with as 
much intensity as if one alone engaged his atten- 
tion. The last object of the count's amours iu 
Denmark was a fine young actress, Sophia liver- 
net, who was thfe first female dancer in the opera. 
He was wooing tJtds young damsel just as his head 
was fall of the great undertaking he meditated 
against counts Stiniensee and Brandt. The fa^ 
ther of hk favorite was a tailor resoding ik 
the city, to whom she was very liberal. Am 
she lost her engs^ement by accepting the ad* 
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dresKE of Count .Rantiim, the old 
wtded a cnmprtffiit ammi^ on her 
protect them finomwant in their old age; 
he co nfe ne d EnRicieiit wealth to render Soflia 
independent; the inleiest of iduch he uecanA^ 
her during life in the Bank atock of J^^y^^i 
trilh fiberty to dnpoee of one moiety by will z tU 
otter moiety he gave her to nee as she pleaaed. ;.o 
This giri was not more than ei^teen whin 
this old noUeman finmd means to gain her affbtt: 
tiona. Hercfaaracter stood the first of any yoniijjf 
actress cm the stage; she was neither inacdcMtJmr 
wastefbl; and, in point of personal beanty^ thmg 
were few coold boast of brig^tn diarms. .lb 
atatnre she waa of a graceful height, witlMMtt. 
being taU; her &ce oval, features of the Italiah 
cast ; her complexion was remarkably clear, and 
her colour so blooming that she never used rouge; 
her eyes were a brilliant black; her lips, thin, 
rosy, and finely formed ; her teeth small, white, 
and even ; her tresses a dark auburn , her neck 
and bosom were of the finest form ; her motions 
graceful, and her disposition good and afiable. 
Such was the young girl whose first public at- 
tachment was to a man of sixty years old. Her 
subsequent conduct indicated that her respect for 
the count was not founded on mercenary prin- 
ciples alone. Miss livemet's quitting the stage, 
gave ofience to Queen Matilda, to Struensee, and 
Brandt; and a message was sent to the count to 
require her re-appearance. He sent word that 
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Miss Livernet resided in his hotel ; and if they 
wanted her, there she was to be found. The 
queen, haughty and irritable, was for sending an 
officer to take her by force; but Struensee and 
Brandt, who knew the count better than the queen, 
dissuaded her from taking any 9teps by which 
they might make an irreconcileable enemy of that 
enterprising man. Such was the brief history of 
Sophia Livernet, who, at the time of the count's 
difference with the faction whom he had set up, 
was living with him in the princens palace, a 
still greater favorite than his pipe, which is say- 
ing a great deal, considering the strength of his 
attachment to that source of humble pleasure. But 
there was this difference between the one and the 
other, namely, that he forsook his mistresses 
when the bloom of youth and beauty forsook 
Ihem, and often long before ; whereas, the 
longer he smoked his mereschuym pipe, and the 
older it grew, the more beautiful and valuable 
it became in his eyes.* 

His affairs in the metropolis being finally 
settled, the count, leaving Miss Livernet in his 
hotel, accompanied only by his favorite valet, 
Ernestus, went by water first to Elsineur, and 
thence to Warrenborg, a small town in the Baltic.^ 

* This really is the case with those pipes ; the rich clouded co- 
lour for which they are chiefly prized by amateurg^ arising from the 
internal heat, managed in a peculiarVay to produce that effect. 

t In the map of Zealand in Mr. C&e*8 Travels, vol 5. p. 84. 
there is no such town as Warrenborg noted : there probably exists 

N 
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Jhiring the passage Le seemed absorbed in thought. 
The «iebt of Crooenbor? Casde brought the re- 
membrance of Matilda and her sufferings to his 
mind; and whether it was her fate or his owb^ — 
for he felt he was going into perpetual banish^ 
ment, — he again complained of the heat, and 
wiped a tear from his eye'. A tack made by the 
skipper, close to .Copenhagen, afforded the count 
a view of the mangled remains of Struensee and 
Brandt. The count was startled at the sight: 
bis features denoted horror and surprise. " Put 
about instantly," said he sternly to the skipper; 
" do you think I want to look at the remains of 
those men?"" Unconscious of offence, the skipper 
humbly stated that he must first gain the point of 
land a-head. Ashamed of his weakness, the count 
flung him a ducat and went below; where, leaning 
his head on his hand, thoughtful and abstracted, 
he sat silent and motionless. The skipper was by 
birth a Xor%vegian, and findins: that the count s 
valet was his countryman, he shewed him the 
ducat, saying " What made your master startle 
at the sight of the limbs of Struensee and Brandt, 
and order me to put about, when without reaching 
the Ness, I could not get on with this wind ?" The 
valet shook his head, and made no reply: the 
skipper continued, " Perhaps the old gentleman is 
not right in his head ; or may be, all is not right 
here?" — laying his hand on his heart ; " Had he any 

some mistaie as to the route taken by the count from Copenhagen 
10 Corsocr. 
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hand in bringing those men to that dreadful end ? 
if he had, the Lord, have mercy, upon him; I would 
not have their blood on my hands-— not for all the 
ducats in the world !" — Ernestus looked the old 
man in the face attentively, and said in Norsk^ 
" Are you not Peter Nielsen, who rescued the 
king from the sea when he was crown prince?" 
." Aye," said the blunt old man, " that man am I. 
The villain BrockdorfF,* I believe, God forgive me 
if I wrong him, intended he should be drowned. 
King Frederick, of blessed memory, gave me 
a handful of money, and ordered I should be 
provided for; but I never had any provision, 
till the good young queen chanced to hear that 
I had once saved her husband's life. Heaven 
bless her, and be her guide and protector !" said 
the grateful seaman: "she sent for me, and made 

* " During the life of King Frederick the Fifth, the royal party 
Were often entertained by a water frolic, upon that part of the sea 
which lies immediately behind Fredensborg. The present king 
(Christian the Seventh) in one of those expeditions was more wild 
and disorderly than usual ; neither entreaties nor remonstrances 
cjould prevail upon him to be quiet. One of the gentlemen of the 
household, Brockdorff by name, whose manners were in general 
not the most polished, threatened to throw the young prince into the 
water, unless he behaved more decently; and, taking him by the 
arm, he was really unfortunate or aukward enough to throw him 
overboard. The prince vfas immediately saved, but he never forgdt 
the circumstance; and ascribed his misfortune to a design of his 
step-mother upon bis life, in order to raise her son Prince Frederic 
to the thcone. This suspicion giw up with him^ and it was in 
vain to attempt to persuade him to the contrary.'* Latrobc, p. 276. 
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k» mH kiK iB dMiC^.iti i»ii*<t^<ia^«i .W^' 

«tt6 tettatt nfHiii'at ^lU I m* bat I ««if|: 

natjr M>: i<kl>l»'jU iJJiJB^fer -tWHAifc tdfeaii' 
I 4tiU He jMiiiei f)i«<wtai «b tiKg tmOf* 
1iimti:M^**u IhmmEof^tmAi waAAtiiMk* 
^tf-tbjf Aj eatutse btn^- and aaide lie» bttbjr }»M ' 
ifs lilMe lutnd iato tti&e, to thank iMliMr'^lftiteiir' 
MMiM its fidlier's life; AAd flIiegftfesM aMtfey^ 
fiir I Mttm ttty peoir Utrottgh ndaMM «toA lifll 
Ivck : teeA soon nAef ^ekii^ retained/ S ^MMHaftf 
^eed sent for ta the ptbUBt, and the Idog MdHt|f 
toiok me hy tiie hand; bat k seems Usfiiageslfl - 
thought I -was i»nmded for. Goant Sftiieiis^llriil . 
. there; bathewasnocountthen-Hbapf^) fM<fim^ 
if he never had. He was then the king*s Genknui 
doctor. I could speak a little German ; and he 
told me I was to have a faimdred dollars a year-, 
for my life, so that I need never work or go to 
sea again : I fell on my knees to thank the kii^ 
and queen, and told them I should die if I wa» 
not to work, nor go to sea : they smiled when 
they heard this ; asd the: king said, ' Old man, 
thoti shalt not die, if 1 can save thee :* so then. 
Doctor Struensee,^— €k)d bless his sdol! and may 
his sins be forgiven him — said« * A g^ft of a smaB 
vessel would be more useful/ ' True,' said the 
queen, ' he shaU have a ^vessel, and the pensi(» 
tW) :'— This very yaoR was the, queen's gift- 
Now ha:7e not I wd ttihie a right t& pr^y for 
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my benefactress?"— ^Emestus was so much affected, 
he could not reply : of the circumstance he ha4 
often heard Struensee speak, but the man he had 
never seen : and now that Count Riamtzau was 
fallen in disgrace, the vessel bestowed by the 
queen wafted Inm from the shores he was doomed 
to tread no more. The wind was now right aft ; 
the mate was at the helm, the count yet below ; 
the old skipper and the young valet were stand- 
ing forward ; of course, the sound of their voices 
was borne away by the breeze : the heart of the 
young man was so full, he could no longer con- 
ceal that he had been the favorite valet of Stru- 
ensee ; that he was now in the service of Count 
Bantzau, who was the nobleman by whom his 
packet had been freighted. 

The old man was deeply affected at this dis- 
covery, for he knew not before the name of his 
freighter. '^ Well, indeed, might his conscience 
twinge him at the sight of those men's limbs T 
said the skipper, indignantly: '' But how came you 
to take service with the sworn enemy and de^ 
etroyer of your late master ?*' " I lost my all when 
I was torn to prison*; I gave no evidence against 
the queen nor the count ; and thus I was left des^ 
titute and unpaid. Count Rantzau is a generous 
and good master ; ^i&d bearing that I had been 
faithftil, and wanting a valet, his excellency hired 
me ; and a kind indulgent master I have found 
him." " God be praised/ iiaid the skipper, " you 
did not disgrace your honest parents, whom I w^ 
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knew at Bergen ; many a cup of good wine have 
I drank in their cellar; and blessed be bin 
righteousness that is now bringing disgrace and 
punishment on the destroyer of my benefactors." 
** Take this ducat," said he, " and return it to. 
the count, and tell his excellency all I have in the 
world I derived from those whom he destroyed." 
" You mistake the count's character," said Eiv 
nestus ; ^* No, I mistake him not," rejoined the 
blunt old man ; " and if you will not carry the 
ducat back, why here it goes ! (throwing it into 
the sea; it would bring a curse on me and mine if 
I were to keep it." The skipper then began a long 
argument to persuade Emestus to quit the ser- 
vice of the count; and the valet was no less 
zealous to convince the skipper that he had formed 
too unfavorable an opinion of him ; so that when they 
reached Warrenborg, the opinions of both were 
still the same. The skipper promised to be silent 
and discreet as to the quality of his passenger, ex^ 
cept the count should avovy^ himself; and having 
received the freight, which the skipper made a vow 
should be given to the poor, and never blended 
with his honest money ; they took leave of each 
other. 

The count did riot find his. spirits revived by 
his valets telling him, in reply. to a demand why 
he seemed so melancholy, the singular conversa- 
tion he had had with the old skipper ; suppressing 
only the hearty maledictions bestowed on his 
master. The count seemed more surprised thaii 
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pleased at this adventure- " Did the old fellow 
know me," said the count : he was answered in 
the negative. " I am sorry for it," said he, " for 
I should have wished to have tried his attachment 
and his avarice : I flung him a ducat, because I 
had spoken cross to him ; perhaps he would not 
have accepted it, had he knovra Count Rantzau 
was the donor?" "He flung it in the sea as soon as 
he learnt it.'' " What !" said the count sternly, 
^* this, after telling me he knew me not?" The 
valet then told the whole story from beginning to 
end : the count was deeply affected at this proof 
of strong aversion. " I am already," said he, " au 
outcast from society, a wanderer, like Cain; every 
man's hand is held up against me J" For an houy 
or two he continued very melancholy, till a buxom 
girl coming in his way, Matilda, Struensee, and 
his own self-banishment; seemed forgotten in the 
ardour with which he paid his addresses to the 
rosy young rustic, From Warrenborg, the count 
travelled in his own equipage (that arrived by 
another vessel) by land to Korsoer, where h^ 
crossed the Great Belt, landing at Nyborg, whence 
it is four German, or sixteen English miles, to 
Odensee,* the capital of Funen, and formerly a 
royal residenoe« 

* The execrable tyrant, Christian the Second, was 
buried in a church in this town. The brief account given 
of him in Mr. Coxe's travels is so very interesting, ih9,% 
the translator thought be should rather please .than offend 
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The cettnt hiiJeditt fiamiiiwtf home, > b m i[M ^ 
inilei ftom that itaaS city, wh6rir be' Ihradv^fe^ 
Ibtdy Mtired; a^dhg no oompaay^whatereri' lit* 
Mpi' tha fiffjnet'a ^ichmghtera who anrougfat :ttii 
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IdtiiiAdeih; bif-iBiertiiig it at a Mte to Oil porilMrcrf ttt 
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-«<J(ADMMDded the throne in 1481» cmtlie dn 
(kther Christian L ; and in 149T» renewnig the wnion. .of 
Caimar, obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Sw^&% 
however, did not long permit him to'eojoy. He died^'ilr 
iht I2th ik^tAitAty 151S; having 6ta bilk deatt^be^yb^ 
Jtooniniea nbr son, ChrMiaiJt Ii.j' adin^nitloiMi wMeK^oM 
no eflSecf o&ir breast already cortuplid by power, and life* 
patient fbr dondnidn, ' John woikU havr actM^ *jq4m 
IrjSBely, had he ^ideavoured to render the InCEmt mind of 
his son capable of leceiving the impreraions of virtue, and 
had not shameftillj neglected his education ; a crime 
highly reprehensible in a father, but unpardonable in a 
sovereign, who is perhaps rearing a tyrant for his sub- 
jects, and entailing on his country a series of evils, for 
which he is himself chieiiy acconntable. Historiaaa 
agree in representing John as- a wise and prudent prince, 
inclined to peace, but enterprising in war; and as gene- 
rally moderate and humane ; admitting, however^ that he 
perpetrated occasionally acts of violence and cruelty, 
derived from a species of melancholy madness, that 
preyed upon his mipd, and at times deprived him of his 
senses. 

His son, the cruel and unfortunate Christian II. is | 
tombed near his father, under a plain grave-stone, soti 
what raisM, but without inscription. He was borli at 
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sentimental philosopher, and stem reviser of an 
ill spent, oft lamented, but never amended life. 

It was not to be expected but most of those 
florists and fruit girls, who visited the house of 
the count, should prefer as a sweetheart a fine 
young fellow, scarcely one-and-twenty, to a count 

Nyborg, on the 2d of July 1481 ; and discovered in his 
youth symptoms of a lively genius and good undeirstaad-* 
ing^ which, if properly cultivated, might have rendered 
him the ornament, instead of the dishonor, of his country. 
The young prince was entrusted to a common burgher of 
Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the house of a 
schoolmaster, who was a canon of the cathedral. In 
this situation, his chief employment consisted in regularly 
accompanying his master to church, where he distin- 
guished himself beyond the other scholars and choristers 
in chanting and singing psalms. He was afterwards 
consigned to the tuiti<Hi of a German preceptor, a man of 
learning, but a pedant ; under whom, however, he xnade 
a considerable profici^icy in the Latin tongue. From 
this humble education Christian imbibed a taste for bad 
company, and was accustomed to haunt the commoa 
taverns, to mix with the populace, to scour the streets, 
and to be guilty of every excess. The king at length, 
informed of those irregularities, ri^roved him severely ; 
but as the prince had already contracted habits, which 
were grown too strong to be eradicated, these admonitions 
were too late. He feigned, however, contrition for his 
past behaviour, and again won the affections of his father 
by his military successes in Norway, and by an unwearied 
implication to the affairs of government. 

During the first years of his reign, which commenced 
in 1513, his administration was in many respects worthy 
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of sixty, although he might, barring unknown ooa- 
tingencies, be able to trace his pedigree up to 
Charie8 the Great, or the greater hero Oden ; or 
cany in his arms threescore and ten quarterings. 
Emestus, dehghted and gratified, thought again^ 
of the fair ladies in the gay court of Matilda : 
both master and man seemed to have lost all 

of praise ; and the exceileDce of many of his laws, has 
induced Holberg^l^ to affirm, that if the character of 
Christian II. was to be determined by his laws, and not 
by his actions, he would merit the appellation of Good, 
rather than of Tyrant. Happy would it have been for 
himself and his people, had he continued to reign on the 
same pnneiples. 

At first, all his enterprises were crowned with success: 
he abridged the power of the Danish nobility, and exalted 
the r^al prerogatives ; be obtained the crown of Sweden 
by conquest, and was even proclaimed hereditary sovereign 
of that kijugdom. A prudent and temperate use of these 
advantages might have ensured him a long and undis- 
turbed possession of the throne ; but his natural disposi- 
tion, now freed from all restraint by prosperity, hurried 
him to the perpetration of the most flagrant acts of 
tyranny. The dreadful massacre of Stockholm, in which 
six hundred of the principal nobility were put to the 
sword, under the semblance of law, and amid the rejoic- 
ings for his coronation, exhibited such a striking instance 
of his malignant and implacable character, that, on the 
success of Gustavus Vasa, the spirit of resistance diffused 
itself rapidly from Sweden to Denmark ; where he had 
exasperated his subjects by repeated oppressions, and the 

* Dan. Ges. vol, 2. p. 94. 
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mournful recollections ; when, suddenly an event 
occurred, which reminded the count how just his 
first conclusions were, namely, that if he did not 
go into voluntary exile, he should be banished by 
regal power. 

About five o'clock one morning, a royal courier 
arrived at the count's door, announcing the ap- 

confidence which he placed in the lowest and most worth- 
less favorites.* 

In 1623, Christian was publicly deposed by the states 
of Denmark, and the^crown transferred to his uncle, 
Frederick duke of Holstein. This deposition was neither 
the consequence of Frederick's intrigues, nor of party 

♦ The first of these favorites was the infamous Sigrebit, mother . 
of the king's mistress Diveke. This artful woman, who was a na- 
tive of Holland, and had kept an inn at Berghen in Norway, even 
iafter her daughter's death, retained such power that she might be 
styled prime minister : she was the only channel of favor, transacted 
all afiiiirs of importance, had the care of the finances, superintended 
the customs of the Sound, and. had, in a word, acquired such a won- 
iderfiil ascendency over the infatuated monarch, that her influence was 
littributed to fascination. On the king's deposition, Sigrebit was so 
much detested, .that, from apprehensions of the popular fury, she was 
conveyed in a chest on board the vessel which carried Christian 
^m Denmark. Holberg adds, she consded the king for the Um of 
his crown, by assuring him, that, through the emperor's interest, he 
could not fail of being cboaen burgomaster of Amsterdam. The 
particulars of this woman't life, subsequent to her escape from Den- 
nark, are qot known. 

The other favorite of CSnistian, no less infamous than the former, 
was Nicholas Slagelbec, originally a barber of Westphalia, and re- 
ccBnm^nded to the king by his relation Sigrebit He rendered him- 
self so useful to Ghristhm by his sanguinary advice at the massacre of 
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ikLtOf,'' said die iBftjor; "* Hib exodUnty y 4M 
Up*'' '' Then you must conduct mo to Hilhttttl^ 
fttom.** '^HolhoP thought tlMirakU^tteg^^ 
«Mi MuDid to take away tlie eottit^ and pa t tny t 

qi^it; but occarioned liy fl>e jurtaiid ^>*ysgwJl^4f^l|y 
tioii irUch pervaded all lanks of people, and Iwd mBf 
thaappeaianee of a neir electioa oa ^; deiaitfe. ^f^ 
cfawn, thaa of a reyolatioa wbjah deprived *,^9V<^f!f 
IV9 tfarpae. Chrigtiaa bini0elf was Miiflible.f f ^MfHIIJAl 
odium^.aiid, tbough by bq meaos deficit y;^ pem|i^ 
eourage, made not the least dDTort to retain possesstga ^ 
fbai fhvona wbidi lie had ofiesi dishonored; 4)iiittiBg 
CopeiriiageB, he repaired to Antwerp, mder tbmSHii0fh- 
flon of Charles V. who9e sister Inbelia he had mactlsijt 
After many delays and solicitations at the different courts 
of Europe, he atlfength collected, by the empercjr'sasBnst-* 
ance, a fleet and army, with which he invaded the DaaiA 
dominions: his attempts, however, proving unsnccess- 
ful, be fell, in 1542, into the hands of Frederick I. and 
was consigned a prisoner to the castle of Sonderboig, a 
strong fortress in the Isle of Alsen. 

The place of his confinement was a dungeon, with |t 
small window, admitting only a few rays of light, through 

Stockhohn, and by being die iBstrmnelit of Ub crnehy, that he Was 
rewarded with the archbislhopric of Londen. Not long afterwnrdi, 
however, the king threw on his fevorite all the odram of ^e ms^ 
sacre, and sacrificed him to the public vengeance : the unfortmiate 
victim was first racked, and then bomt alive ; exhibiting a mefam^ 
oholy example, what little confidence is to be reposed in the ft vor of 
• tyraat. 
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myself also!" There was no room for deliberation or 
delay ; the ralet therefore, with fear and trem- 
i>ling, introduced the major to Count Rantzau in 
his bed- room. The count awoke in an instant; 
and in the most careless and indifferent ]!nahner 
told Emestus to go below, and stay there till he 
was called : then, without rising, but courteously 

which his provisions were conreyed. Having entered 
this gloomy cell, with a favorite dwarf, the sole com* 
panion of his misery, the door was instantly walled up« 
Even the horrors of this situation were aggravated by the 
death of his only son John, who expired at Ratisbon in 
tbe fifteenth year of his age, and on the same day in which 
fals father was taken prisoner. Tbe premature decease 
of this accomplished prince, whom he tenderly loved, and 
on whom be rested his sole hopes of enlargement, reduced 
him to a state of despondency. After much anxious noti-* 
citude by what means he could convey intelligence of his 
dreadful situation to his daughter thedectress Palatine, 
and to the emperor Charles V. the king prevailed on the 
dwarf to counterfeit sickness, and solicit his removal from 
prison for the recovery of his health. If successful, he 
was to seize the first opportunity of escaping from the 
Danish dominions to the court of the electress, that she 
might engage the emperor to intercede with the king. of 
Denmark for some alleviation of her father's sufTerings. 
The dwarf accordingly feigned sickness, was transferred 
to the neighbouring town, eluded the vigilance of his 
guards, and made his escape; but was overtaken at 
RensbuTgh, scarcely a day'9 journey from the Danish 
ccmfines. 

Christian, frustated in this attempt, and deprived of his 
.faithful associate, lingered for some time in total solitude ; 
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•nold soldier, wdch out wkh the 
t to ■hire fho- kiiig% impDHMuneoL Tkii 
imoHuritd in Hne daageon, amoiedlheioyalpriinifr 
with rariooB aneodotn on the diffefent paaem^A gmh 
nk mider whom he had enlisted, and bj dfMHhn^.lbe 
cxpeditMas and bafflei m which he had been prawl; 
and, aa harMdFBnrved from his earliert youth, waa ji per- 
adn of mndi'Miaem^cm, and by natnre loqaae«MM|i.he 
airirt^ in idieviag the terftum of Christian's eaplif%. 
Nor&d ai^ eyenty scarcely the loss of his son, mcMe stn- 
sibly affect the deposed sovereign, than the death of this 
soother of his muery, who expired in the dungeon. 

After a confinement of eleven years in his origfiud 
cell. Christian was at length removed, through the idter- 
cession of Charles V. to a commodious apartment in the 
same castte, provided with suitable attendants, and in- 
dulged with' the liberty of visiting in the town, attending 
divine service in the pablic church, and hunting in the 
neighbouring district Yet even this change of situation, 
which had been so long the sole object of his wishes, 
could not make him forget that he was still a prisoner; 
the recollection of which afEected him occasionally to 
such a degree, that he would suddenly burst into Uaa%, 
throw himself on the ground, utter the most bitter lamen- 
tations, and continue for some tiine in a state approach- 
iug to insanity. However deservedly odious Christian II. 
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royal highness the Prince Regent sent for my 
head ? Am I your prisoner ?^' ^^ That depends/' 
8aid the major, " on the answer your excellency 
pleases to give to these despatches :" handing a 
packet to the count, who, in a careless way, broke 
the seal, and running his eye over the contents, 
without deigning a reply, rang his bell for his 

may have appeared in the former parts of his life ; yet his 
subsequent sufferings taise compassion ; and it is a pleas- 
ing satisfaction to every humane mind, that he recovered 
from his despondency, and acquiesced in his fkte with 
perfect resignation. 

In 1646, after a confinement of sixteen years and seven 
months in the castle of Sonderborg, he was conveyed to 
the palace of Cailenborg, in the Isle of Zealand, a place 
to which he was particularly attached. Christian III. 
repaired in person to Assens, received his fallen rival 
with great marks of attention, and promised him every 
comfort which could tend to alleviate his situation. 
These unusual honors, joined to his removal from a place 
where he had experienced so much misery, and the pros- 
pect of again inhabiting his favorite palace, excited tran- 
sports of joy, and he compared himself to ^ person re* 
called from death.^ 

Being conducted to Calle:ibotg, he had the satisfaction 
of finding these promises religiously fulfilled. He isur- 
vived this happy change ten years ; and his mind was so 
softened by adversity, that, old as he was, his death Was 
hastened by affliction for the loss.. of his benefactor Chris- 
tian IIL He died on the 24th of January, 1559, in the 

* ^^ Quibus ille non secus anjino exhiiacatur, ac si tnorte ^ 
iraclusynocamlucemintueretur.". Cragii Annal, Christ, III. p. 834, 
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valet ; to whom he said, *^ Order out horses and 
carriages immediately: I am going with Major 
Harboe to my seat at Aschborg : lose not a 
moment in getting my carriage ready: and do 
you ibllow me, after paying my bills, and bring with 
you ail my luggage/' He then ordered coffee and 
refreshments to be prepared for himself and the 
maivr. and desired that the royal courier might 
be hospiubiy entenained. The cool and tranquil 
cama^ie of the count filled Major Harboe with 
axsaiccsent. not unmixed with chagrin. As they 
sa: a: breakfest together, the major said, " Your 
cjcctilency sees the alternative — perpetual banish- 

T>;h ve&r of his ag^« and in the S6th from the period 

• \\ I SOS, amoni^i a £n*oat nunilvr of Joosr painting? not 

. -i.jL" \ evh:bii<Hi 10 araiurers, ihoro >vas, in tlie Museum, in the 

; .\i> :vi!,uv^ a iVJ length ivrtraii, larjro as life, of Christian the 

5s.\vi».l To iho best of my recoUociion the unhappy man was de- 

.-..v •..*. ;ho srariDent? ho had on \\hcn, in 1553, ho was oxliumSl, 

" ,'"0 e\rrt>^:on is a!!o%^able, from his daik and drear}- dungeon at 
N-.-.V/rST:: lV:Io. Hw aspect was wild, savage, and gloomy; his 
-j:- ..-.lov.:* .i".: "A r;i::ors. In Mr. Wolffe's yorthfrn To\tr^ p. 18, 
.>^^ N a r.»">resen;a!h.m of hira^ dresscil in roj-al robes, and wearing 

V vAvr K^:' ;V KJephani. Allowing for the difference of age and 
.x-s^^-wo* : V ff atur<^ appear the same in both representations ; from 
^*^!.h :: o ixw JO mior it is a good likeness, as it unquestionably is 
1 Vs'-. v.l o:Kra> 'liC. The «or\' of Christian s amour with the fair 
l>jxei.i\ *»uj;hteri^* Madame Sigrebit, is given at large in Mn 
\\\\i;V's e:v,; riming \wrk. ^!r. Coxe, vol. 5, p. 181, mentions a 
^.xi«« iviirA'.t v\l* Ciiritfian the Second amongst the pictures of the 
IWuN kiiv^ *^^ ^^•'* exhibited in the palace of Fredericksborg. ' 
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ment from Zealand ajid Funen, or compliance t 
Is the ^ternative not worth a little delibera- 
Jfon ?" ** Not the delay of one moment/' exclaimed 
the count: '^ wjere this stupid he^d of mine ihn 
pbject of your journey, instead of my immediate 
departure for Aschberg, you would have foiind 
me just as ready to have submitted to th^ strql^t 
rather than submit to set my lawful ^overeigqt 
and the crown prince aside, and declare Prmc9 
Frederick regent." 

The major could scarcely refiwA ffpta smiliiig 
at the satirical tone and manner in which Coimt 
Rantzau alluded to the gross blunder he had 
committed. Finding him inexorable, the major 
dropped that subject, and the discourse took ft 
different turn: o/i the part of the count itiva^ 
free end unembarrassed, — ^whilst Major Harbo«f 
laboured under evident restraint a&d .embarr^-*' 
ment. He had the temerity, Jjoweyer, to remind 
bis host that it was probable, when hi? e^^ceUency 
arrested Queen Matilda, he Uttl0 fSipecteid h^ 
shomld so soon be surprised in Ms turn, be|pri^ hQ 
was out of bed, by an order of perpetual exile I 
llhe old nobleman told the insolent courtier, that 
he presumed the honor of being the bearer of such 
a message, had in some measure blunted his sen? 
sibility. Touched by this reply, he earnestly 
entreated the count s pardon, which being granted 
as soon as asked, and the breisikfaat over, tbe 
major was surprised to see the carriage drawn up 
to the door and the count ready to depart. They 
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crossed the Little Belt that day, and slept at 
Hardersleben. At the end of the next day's jour- 
ney they reached Sleiswick; and on the third, 
totally unawares and unexpected, they arrived at 
Aschberg- As soon as they had got within the 
castle, the count bade the major welcome ; and 
invited him to remain as long as suited his con* 
venience. Although some persons might have 
taken this as a polite hint, that the sooner he de- 
parted the more pleasant it would be, the major 
construed it literally, thanking his host with much 
ceremony; but said he should remain only a day 
to rest himself. The count ordered a noble en- 
tertainment to be served up in the state rooms. 
His domestics wore their state liveries. Tlie 
table and side-board were covered by massive 
pieces of plate, curiously wrought, that different 
raonarchs had presented to the illustrious war- 
riors whose achievements rendered the name of 
Rantzau so renowned in history. His wines were 
exquisite ; 'and whilst they dined, a crowd of 
rustics, dressed in their best apparel, waited on 
the count to welcome him home. A bevy of fine 
healthy girls brought him nosegays, and baskets 
of their choicest fruits ; and the lawn being thrown 
open, opposite to the magnificent room where the 
count and his guest were sitting, they witnessed 
the affection and gaiety of heart with which a 
numerous and happy tenantry hailed their lord s 
return. 

The fallowing morning Major Harboe took a 
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fonnal leave of Count Rantzau; who, just as he 
mounted one of the finest chargers in the count's 
stud, asked him if he had no message to send to 
the queen mother. " None P said he, " except you 
please to tell her majesty what a delightful spot 
Aschberg is, and how its lord was received/' Nor 
did the major forget to report the enthusiasm 
with which the old nobleman was hailed by the 
soldiery on his journey, particularly by the vete- 
rans who had served under his command, by 
whom he appeared to be idolized* It was this 
popularity with the army that induced the queen 
mother to court his support with so much earnest- 
ness; and the same feeling prevented their in- 
stituting any legal process whereby bis ruin might 
have been completed* 

The unexpected arrival of Major Harboe at 
Odensee, and the sudden departure of Rantzau, 
prevented the latter from apprising Miss Livernet 
of this affair previous to his setting off for Asch- 
berg- When the count hired a furmsMld house for 
himself, he took a smaller one for his mistress ; 
sending his valet, under the name of Kruger, to 
Copenhagen, to request her return with the mes* 
senger. Emestus reached the Princens Palace 
unobserved, and found Miss Livernet well in 
health, and delighted with the message ; and not 
a little uneasy on her protector's account, who 
was extremely unpopular in the city, and anathe- 
matised by the court: his fall and banishment 
having excited vast surprise, and little conimjse- 

o2 
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tation. The reigning party were generally dis^ 
liked, but they were also feared, and with that 
respect, which they shared in common with Sataiu 
they were forced to be content. Miss Livemet 
and her waiting-maid retamed with £lrnestat, 
tmder the name of Mr. Kniger, to Odensee ; and 
tliortly after her lather and brother followed- 
The coont was rather .embarrassed with this ad- 
dition to his suite ; and asked his mistress if her 
father was a member of the Burger-guard ? "Yes, 
my lord, a seijeant*'* " Most excellent," -said he ; 
•* then he sAaH wear a serjeanfs imiform of my 
regiment !" — ^Thus, the old tailor was metamor^ 
phosed into a Holstein seijeant; but the good 
fciks in fte neighbourhood soon conjectured that 
he was more obliged for the counts favor to his 
daughters beauty, than his military services, 
llie brother of Miss Livemet was a capital dancer; 
but her connexion with Count Rantzau reached 
"him, and jfe was discharged. Being apprehen- 
sive of a fUrsecution, or desirous of billetting 
themselves upon the count, the father and son 
followed their daughter and sister to Odensee. 

Such was the state of affairs on Count Rant- 
mxxs sudden departure. Ernestus knew he was 
to escort Miss Livemet to Aschberg ; but he had 
not received any directions respecting her father 
and her brother. He therefore suggested that they 
should embark in a vessel then ready to sail for 
Lubeck, which city was only a few hours ride 
from Aschberg, and there wait further orders : 
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Miss Livernet s maid preferring a sail through the 
maze of islands^ or the company of the younger 
livernet, went by water to Lufoeck; and Er^. 
nestus had the felicity of escorting the beautiful- 
young mistress of Count Rantzau from Oden-? 
see to Aschberg. The weather was delightful ; 
the journey picturesque ; the travellers young aud 
pleased with each other. They did not reacl^ 
Aschberg quite so soon as the count expected ;r 
but they assured him, so many horses had fallei^ 
lame, wheels had come off, and accidents had 
happened, that it was astonishing they arrived aa 
soon as they did! 

They found the old count in high glee; his 
castle full of company, and nothing but feasting 
and revelry talked of as they approached the vici- 
nity of Aschberg. The comit gave the reins to mag- 
nificence and pleasure. Balls, concerts, masque- 
rades, and rural sports, succeeded each other; 
at which, not merely the nobility in the neighbour- 
hood assisted, but the wealthy sons d|^traflic from 
Hamburg, Altena, and Lubeck. Such revelry 
and sober dissipation had aever been seen before^ 
except on Matilda's recent visit ; and Aschberg 
seemed more to resemble the country palace of 9, 
favourite minister of state, than the forced resir 
dence of a banished man. 

I have not spared the counts vices. They 
were great and numerous; I ought not therefore 
to omit his virtues^ amongst which, his geaerosity 
held the foremost raol^ ^e might ^ve.been 
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regarded as a model of what a landlord should 
he, if he had not employed his fascinating manr*- 
ners, his polished addreiss, his rank, and his gold» 
to corrupt the wives and daughters of his vassala. 
From his earliest youth he had given himself up 
to amatory pursuits. It was said of him by 
the ladies of Hamburg, that the count could nevep 
be forgotten at Aschberg, as long as the linea- 
ments of his face were disqemible ampngst Us 
Taasals.* 

He was defigfated to see his farmers dress 
and live better than their neighbours. With all 
his errors, and the vast power that his high rank 
and the accursed feudal system gave him, he was 
never known to oppress his tenants, or sanction 
any act of fiscal injustice towards them. 

He possessed several lordships besides Asch-: 
berg. He caused all his vassals to be apprised 
of his ensuing departure for a distant country, 
never to return ; and also that it was his wish, 
before he ^nt away, to secure all his tenants in 
their present posessions by granting them long 
leases, which, by the payment of a very moderate 
fine, might be renewed. He forgave all arrears 
to tliose who were poor, or had large families: 
increased the farms of those who had too little 
land : and to encourage them to plant fruit-trees 

* This formed the blackest trait in the character of Count 
Uantzau r he carried vice and profligacy into the cabins of his popr 
illiterate bondsmen. It could scarcely be called seduction, for those 
who yielded were little better than his slaves. 
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and timber, he covenanted, that at the expiration 

of tlieir lease, if their lords would not purchase at 
a fair valuation, they might remove the trees. As 
a count of the Roman empire, he possessed the 
power of hfe and death over his vassals ; but as a 
man, he abhorred the brutal and degrading sysr 
tern. He held a local court of justice at Aschberg, 
not to enforce those odious rights, but to ratify 
and confirm all the grants he had made; so that 
his successor should not have it in his power, 
were he so inclined, to harass or oppress them. 
This solemnity over, he gave bis vassals a geners^ 
invitation to his castle : he had temporary sheds 
erected for their reception. He gave them such 
substantial feasts as the EngHsh barons are said 
to have displayed in days of yore. Tents and 
marquees were provided for the accommodation 
x>f the higher classes: a rustic fair waS held, tha)t 
was crowded with bands of music, players, and 
venders of all sorts of bagatelles. Such was the 
last splendid ffete which this magnificent nobleman 
ive ere he took his last leave of his native home. 
These festivities over, the count packed up 
the massive family plate, that had accumulated 
for centuries. The heavy frames of solid silver 
were taken from the large Venetian plates of glass 
that adorned the state apartments. The valuables 
of all sorts were removed; great part of which he 
sent to Hamburg to be converted into cash, and 
the funds remitted to Amsterdam and Paris. One 
of his last labours was to examine his papers, an4 
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iMttCfflhMe he did mSt wish to be MMr/ iMk 
%tt ft (lainfiil tt*} for it brouglit once moAitfMckr 
Ub eye the warm «nd gtatefid epktlesi writtiii' Vf 
the unhappy Sdni^aee, lArheh he looked ttip-M 
Cbontttaiittau ds ioB^eiidandj^trdfi. Thiftiligift 
i^ihoiie papers tAuchiid Ub heiitt; Mir tioidd Mb 
-He^ feefing remorte noW that titnk kad abated lift 
lefentdieiits, and he ttas abottt to g6 mto perjf^^ 
«3dle* If the firtb tfcxtare of ki ixMA fiikditktt 
l>eeh his duteid, he must hieive dnfadied aft ttJMuHflh 
M eveiy strahger; as actitcely'tt ^Miy frtUHt ^MMi| 
the Goitenhai^ ptkt arti¥M; flttt hf^ ffiii Itot 4^ 
hieive anonymoua l6tleirs cbadied ^ Hie indM; 
ttpptobriotui t^rmsy and thMatettnig' 'hini' -'^#Hk 
keatbKThelMK, whilM he lived ih the midst of Bib 
tenanti^ be totally 'distejsttrdM ; btit it atrodt hiib 
that hie might be pursued abroad by ailiaissitlfc 
employed by Juliana or her cabal, who might be 
glad to be rid of one who knew so much of their 
wickedness: he therefore determined to travel 
incog, and if possible remain unknown. 

Just before he set off from the spot where be 
drew his first breath, he called his valet before 
him, and asked had he any objection to travel 
with him to France and Italy? promising to pro- 
vide for hii^ in his will, if he accepted his offer, 
•and conducted himself as he hitherto had done. 
Emestus readily agreed. The count had already 
made Miss Livernet independent; and he gave her 
the oflfer of quitting, or going into e:^ile with 
hina j telliiig her, as he wished to travel Ireally iwcg'. 
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''if she accompanied him, it must be in man's tt- 
tif e. The count was agreeably surprised to find 
that her only fears were that -she should be left 
behind. Understanding that the count had sold 
his plate and other valuables, the genercms gitl 
dfi)er^d him back, not only the money h^ had 
given her> but all that she had saved as first 
opeta dancer. The old gentleman pressed hisr 
td his bosom, gave her a hearty kiss, ind told heir 
that all he wished Was* her company, if agrefe^ 
-able ; atid as to th& sal@ 4f his plate, he did it to 
6ave the fitiWeiof his Tassals.* 

After he should have arranged his affairs at 
Amsterdam, the count intended to assunie the 
name of Breitenburg,f and that Miss Liveinet 
should pass as his ndphew. He also designed to 
leave Aschberg privately; but the anxious vas- 
sals kept such vigilant watch, that touched by 
their affection, rather than influenced by pride^ 
he set off in his state carriage and liveries, at- 
tended by his numerous tenantry on horsebaek 
and foot: amongst whom there vras scarcely oife 
but really felt regret at the counts departure. 

* Amongst the ia6amtt% tAxpted by Cmni Rahtzau to pro- 
mote the future wel&re of his vtaalsi it appeani lingular he did not 
nt once emancipate them. Perhaps he feared, if he did so, it 
might have been construed as sedition, by his political enemiies, and 
thus have injured the peasantry. 

t There is, or was,'a. castle of that name not &]r from IC2eh66, 
which formerly belonged to the Counts Jftantscau, ahd was fortliei'ly 
their principal residence. 
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Whea he arrived at the confines of his estate$, 
the doors of his coach were opened to admit 
those who pleased to take a personal leave, when 
a scene ensued as would be difficult to describe ; 
the grateful creatures embracing the count's legs 
and knees, kissing his hands, and bedewing them 
with their tears. Full two hours were passed in 
this melancholy ceremony : many fell on their 
knees by the road side to pray for blessings on 
their generous protector. And when at last the 
cavalcade proceeded, the grateful rustics stood 
uncovered till a turn of the road excluded any 
further view. Such were the honors spontaneously 
paid to Count Rantzau by his vassals on his going 
into perpetual banishment. 

Shortly after the count had arrived at Ham- 
burg, he was insulted by a Danish officer, who was 
in hopes that be might thereby promote his inte- 
rest at court. The count was however so much re- 
spected by the burgomasters, who had not forgotten 
the services he rendered their city when seized by 
Frederick the Fifth, that the officer was arrested, 
escorted to the gates of Altena*, and forbade 
to return whilst the count remained in Hamburg* 
Notwithstanding this protection by the ruling ma- 
gistrates, and the popularity excited by his recent 
and past hospitalities. Count Rantzau perceived, 

* Al'te^na ! L e. much tao near^ eaid a Danish king as he siur^ 
vcyedthe spot whereon Altena was afterwards built: the kiBg spoke 
m reference to Uambiirg; to which exclainaUoii the oajne was 
owing. 



COURTS OF SWEDEN^ AND DENMARK. 203 

wherever he went, that his appearance, excited 
hostile feelings. One morning, when the count 
felt more than commonly low and desponding, his 
young valet said, after much hesitation, *' I am afraid 
what I am about to tell your excellency may dis- 
please you ; at all events I know too well it will 
give you pain. It relates to a solemn promise I 
made to ray late master : — may I proceed ?" Count 
Rantzau coloured — Ernestus thought he was 
angry, and stopped speaking. The count, who 
was daily becoming nervous, struck by the solemn 
tone and manner of his servant, felt the blood rush 
to his furrowed cheeks, and seeing the effect it had 
on Ernestus, with the greatest mildness he encou* 
raged him to proceed. With his eyes full of tears, 
and, in a mournful tone of voice, Ernestus thus 
obeyed—" As we are now out of Denmark, and not 
more than a day's journey from Zell, I could not 
reconcile it to my conscience to fail in the per- 
formance of a sacred and voluntary promise. I 
am sure you harbour no resentment against the 
dead ; and your excellency has often, in my hear- 
ing, expressed respect and commiseration towards 
the queen." The count nodded assent; holding 
his left hand across his eyes. " Upon my first in- 
terview v^rith my master after our arrest, I was of 
course violently affeqted; and not at my own 
captivity alone- He was sitting on the side of 
his bed; his head resting on his hand, looking 
the image of despair. My presence seemed to re- 
yjve him a little. He called me to him^ embraced 
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me, and resting his burning forehead on my 
shoulder, he kissed my cheek! I was so af-» 
fected I sunk down at his feet; in which pos- 
ture, in a few nainutes afterwards, I handed him 
his purse. Whilst he leant and wept oyer me, 
he slipped from his bosom a miniature picture 
given him by the queen. It was her own likeness 
as she arrived in Denmark. The count w^his- 
pered softly in my ear, * If I escape death, pre* 
serve this for me! if I perish, as I expect I shall, 
convey it to the queen.' I put it in a private 
pocket in my waistcoat. When I was searched, 
it was not found. Here it is,'* said Ernestus, 
handing to the count a portrait, painted, I be- 
lieve, by Reynolds, mounted in gold, and set with 
brilliants. The count looked at it with strong 
emotions: respect, commiseration, and remorse, 
were visible in his countenance. He turned pale 
as death, whilst the cheeks of Ernestus were 
covered with bis tears* The count gazed mourn- 
fully on the portrait for a minute or more, and 
then exclaimed— '* Unhappy lady, I solemnly 
take God to witness that if my treatment of 
you was harsh, my motives were merciful : but 
thy maledictions are fulfilling! already I am 
thrown down by those whom I set up ! like thee, 
Matilda, am I in exile. Thy fall excited the 
warmest sympathy; mine, universal satisfaction. 
To avoid the finger of public scorn, or the less 
poignant stiletto of the assassin, I shall be re* 
duced to lay aside my name. Even my ashei 
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shall find no sepulchre, except in a foreign land. 
No sculptured stone must tell whose bones re«t 
there, or execrations will pursue me even b^ 
yond the grave ; and perhaps my remains, torn 
from the tomb, may, like Struensee's, be scattered 
and devoured by the fowls of the air r Never, 
at any previous moment, had Ernestus seen the 
count so extremely agitated. Some minutes 
elapsed ere he spoke to Ernestus : at last, in a sub- 
dued tone, he said to his weeping valet, '* Go, 
Hebe karl*, leave me, and return when the 
bell rings/' It was a full hour before he was 
dialled. The count was calm, but his counte- 
nance bore more legible marks of the mental suf- 
ferings by which his bosom was re®t, " You 
told me," said he, mildly, " it was a portrait of 
the queen ; but you did not name the little cherub, 
whose likeness is concealed within the chrystai, 
under the crown and cipher wrought of the 
queens hair?"—*' I did not know of any such 
thing, your excellency," said Ernestus. — "Then 
see it now, my poor fellow," said the count. 
*' I am sure it will present an object that 
will touch thy susceptible heart." He then 
moved a secret spring, and the astonished 
young man saw a miniature of the young princess 
Louisa Augusta, her celestial features dressed in 
smiles, and surrounded by budding roses. The 
likeness so strong, — so exquisitely drawn and 

* An eitpresaion, answering in English to mt/ goodffihu: 
il' addiessed to an equal, u means my dear f€lioM\ 
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painted, that its freshness, animation, and delicacyv 
seemed almost to equal the beautiful and iimocent 
original. '' It is the face of a cherub, delineated 
l)y the pencil of an angel," said the count : " Then 
that angel was the queen, your excellency; for I 
well remember, one morning as I was dressing 
the queen's hair,* that Lady Gohler asked to. see 
the likeness of the young princess, and I am sure 
this is it ; but it was not set/' " How do you know 
it was painted by queen Matilda?'' V Because on 
Lady Gohler saying it was executed in a maimer 
superior to the best style of any professional 
artist; the queen replied, '^ If an artist; looped 
his infant as tenderly as I love mine, natural 
affection would prompt him to excel himself." 
*^ Then it is her's indeed," exclaimed the count, '' and 
I am weary of existence ! I am half inclined to go to 
Zell; hand this precious relic to the queen, 
and end in her presence a life that is insupport- 
able !" The remainder of that day he spent in his 
chamber, and told his valet to be ready to set off 
for Zell the following morning. Alarmed at 
his expressions, Ernestus went to the fair Liver- 
net, and told her confidentially what had passed 

* £niestus was reckoned the. first friseur in the court; and often 
dressed the queen's hair, if her hair-dresser, Mr. Andreas Burchas 
were indisposed. Struensee was extremely particular as to hi» 
hair, which he wore dressed in the same manner as the queen's. 
His toilette was magnificent ; and he was profuse in the use of the 
richest and most costly perfumes : in every point he was an epicure 
and voluptuary. 
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that moment between him and the count: she 

shook her head, and said, " Depend on it, *' 

(calling him by his surname) " the arrest of Queen 
Matilda will lead to the death of the count. I 
know his heart is secretly a prey to the most 
deadly anguish. With all his faults he is generous, 
munificent, and kind. He has been out-witted fay 
a fiend, I agreed to travel with him, because, in 
the first place, I really respect him ; and would 
not appear that mercenary being that was solely 
attracted by his rank and high estate, and who 
fled when adversity fell upon him, I have wit- 
nessed paroxysms that have made me shudder. 
In those moments I have found myself able to 
subdue his rage and recall his reasoning powers. 
That forms a second cause why I have agreed 
to accompany the count in his undefined tra- 
vels, and in the disguise of a man;' She might 
have added a third, more potent, perhaps, than 
either; i. e. her secret attachment to Emestus, 
whose handsome face and figure, and kind dispo- 
sition, had made a complete conquest of her 
heart 

Miss Livernet felt more uneasiness than she 
chose to express. Her confidence in the discern- 
ment of the blue-eyed Norwegian was not small. 
She went with a palpitating bosom to the count ; 
and suddenly assuming a gaiety that was a 
stranger to her heart, ran smiling into his room. 
She found him with a pistol in his hand that he 
Appeared to-be loading. His looks were wild and 
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baggard. Turning hb glarmg eye-balls towud$ 
the door, he aiked lier sternly how she dare ^ 
preach unbidden, and without notice? InBbM^ 
jaf reply, she rushed to bis bos<Hn, and throwiag 
bar arms round his neck, entreated him to leari 
Biimburg, and n<A risk his life by a duel with that 
nvetched parasite, who hoped for eclat and pret 
ferment, ns the reward of his inaolepce. i' Yonr 
character for courage, my dear count,'' said ibf 
artful pleader, (who marked the intended siueidc^ 
hut glanced only at a duel), ''is too well eriat 
blisfaed to suffer by your refusing to meet evefj" 
deqpuerado who may dare to challenge you." The 
count, decewed in thinking Sophia Liyernet was 
deceived, suffered her to return the pistols to 
the case whence he had thus taken them. 
Kissing off the tear that glistened in her bright 
eyes, the volatile old nobleman forgot, in the 
caresses of that fascinating girl, the dreadful 
purpose he had in view when she entered : for, 
goaded to desperation by the storm of passions 
that raged in his bosom, he had, in a frantic 
moment, seized his pistols; and if his faithful 
guardian had not drawn the charges from his 
pistols, when he returned to his quarters the 
night before, his own hands had terminated his 
(existence. 

The accomplishments of Miss Livernet were 
not confined to her graceful dancing : she had a 
sweet voice, and was enthusiastically devoted 
to jnusic. A pedal harp stood in the room, and 
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some music books lay strewed on a table. She 
took her seat at the harp, and played some plain- 
tive German airs, accompanied by her dulcet 
voice, that rapidly drove away the melancholy 
whicli had filled the count's bosom ; who was a 
votary of Apollo as well as of Venus. Fasci- 
nated by the skill and pathos of the fair girl. 
the enraptured nobleman clasped her in his arms, 
and said, with vehemence^ ** Sophia ! thou art 
dearer to me than all my possessions beside ! 
Say, my beloved, how can I recompense thee ? 
Speak boldly, for were it to make thee Countess 
Rantzau, 1 wuuld not refuse!' Smiling at his gal- 
lantry, and perhaps exulting in the power of 
beauty and music, she said, ** Prumise me, then, 
upon your word and honor, never moie, be your 
trials what they may, to think of suicide/' The 
count was amazed. In a moment he recollected the 
circumstance of his pistols being unloaded when 
he thought to have found them charged ; and he 
felt that to her vigilance he was indebted for his 
life. For some moments he was unable to speak. 
At last he said, in a solemn tone, ** I promise 
thee, noblest of women, never to raise my hand 
against my life ; and if you will accept that hand, 
thou shalt be my countess/' 

Sophia thanked him for the first part of his 
promise; and with ineffable sweetness told him 
she would rather possess his love as his mis- 
tress, than run the risk of being despised as his 
wife, ** Reflect, my lord/' said she, " on the ridi- 



MO '^ ' iBGRET. mSTOBT OF VOS ^3 . J 

t«aii«rrgr ne; and luure a faiftr*iMriy<lar TiilMi ■* mm 
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BMttafe f liHd idinggd Hie cdtov^ nj^^lill 
tMged 4B3r*«heelui, «id Immk nf j#ht^iiiiMil» 
|ifitiy\y«U^ nrjr «iEigado» Idii* diilf «Maiefr ntf 
'^"lyoe ifamme tlie iprefertfne^; t|iflMl>tii0.li^fl 
tfesibled fef ny fcMige ; «nd toUMMMi:iJi» lie 'aM|# 
taelc door at «ig^e^clodb; nddiR^yt^ 
lency, are the neeklaoe and die ear^fit^ diatyoe 
then gave me/' lliecoiaBtoould scarcely be}iette;h» 
eyes. *' What the devil does all this iiiea& T mid 
he ; '' Were yoa indeed the flower girl whose be* 
wkching eyes and wdl-formed bosom; caogbt ttiy 
attention?'' ^' Yes, indeed^ my iordt I am llat 
very girl, o^ver wfe>se virtoe you tftougiit te 
triumph, by tempting her avarice. — A^ yourttua* 
tress, my lord count, I can bear thie§e ymthftd 
sallies ; but as a countess, I should perba]^ tttMi- 
ble you with cokttplaints or remonstranoesk I 
might say, if at twenty years of age, I w^recoatebt 

* %e tettg^sage «polmi by the liodntry T)ebjrfe wholive intiie 
vidnity of HanAuif, s-ealied jplUM JMUch^ i. e. Jow Gtrauuk 
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with a lover of three score, I could not tell why 
my husband required a dozen flower girls to 
attend his toilette every morning, and should soon 
offend you ; and shall therefore never accept the 
honor of being your countess f" He laughed hear- 
tily at her lively wit. No longer thinking of 
Matilda, the portraits, or of suicide, he that day 
gave himself up to the fascinating girl, who 
stepped a minuet more gracefully than any woman 
in Denmark; and to please the count, exerted hei 
talents to the utmost. She put on the costume in 
which the day before she had beguiled him of his 
trinkets ! She sung, she danced, she played ; she 
encouraged him to smoke. He drank a whole bottle 
of Chateu Margeau. — At last, he sung some favorite 
duets with his attractive mistress ; and giving the 
reins to dalliance, swore that he was still the hap- 
piest man alive ; and never more would suffer the 
blue devils to get the upper hand of him ! In the 
course of the evening he told her of that secret she 
already knew from Emestus; and the tender-heart- 
ed girl, as she surveyed the portraits, dropt a tear 
on the high- wrought trinket. She strove, however, 
to suppress her emotions ; and in a careless tone, 
said, " You see I could deceive your excellency : 
shall I carry this precious picture to the queen? 
She will not recollect one whom she never saw 
except in a ballet." The idea pleased the versatile 
count, who, within the last twenty-foilr hours, had 
experienced the pangs of the fellest remorse, and 
the thrilling delights of refined sensuality. Look- 

p2 
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ing archly in her face, he said, ** Shall EmestHs 
attend you ? I know you have a good opinion 
of that youth, and perhaps would rather be his wife 
than fHjf countess ?" The playful girl parried this 
unexpected hit by saying, that next to his lord- 
ship*scompany»none other would be more welcome. 
Emestus was delighted with the charge. He 
dressed himself in a handsome suit of mourning. 
Miss Livemet arrayed her lovely person in the 
picturesque habit of a wealthy Hamburg merchant s 
daughter ; and they set off on their destination 
time enough to reach it ere night. They crossed 
the dreary tracts of sand, and having arrived at 
Zell, they went to the principal inn. After hav-^ 
ing taken some refreshment, the young travellers, 
full of the interesting object of their mission, went 
to reconnoitre the present residence of Queen 
Matilda, in whose praise the people of the inn 
were profusely lavish ; and not less so of their 
execrations against those who had occasioned her 
misfortunes. " It is well the count is not here, 
Ernestus," said Miss Livernet, " to hear this." " It 
is well, indeed !" the young man replied, " I often 
diudder hearing such terrible things as are said 
of him at Hamburg, particularly by the English.'' 
*• I wish," said Sophia, " our dear count was safe 
out of Hamburg, for I think he would not be in 
as great danger any where else." Ernestus shook 
his head, and said, — the presentiment on his mind 
wav^, that he would come to an untimely end. Just 
as Erncstns said this, the guide who went be- 
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fore them made a halt, and told them, they were 
arrived near the palace ; and asked if he should 
inquire for any one within'? This intelligence 
arrested their discourse. They saw they were 
arrived at the outskirts of the town, and that 
before them appeared a large fortification, Bur- 
rounded by a broad moat full of water. All 
was still and silent. Dark masses of building ap* 
peared to rise within above the ramparts. All they 
heard, save their own voices, was the heavy tread 
of a eouple of sentinels upon the drawbridge. 
The moon burst forth in great splendor as a dark 
cloud passed away? aud for a few moments shew- 
ed the form of the palaee before them. It ap- 
peared old, decayed, and gloomy. " In wba^t part of 
this pile does the queen reside ?" said Ernestus. 
^' In the square building in the centre : it was once 
a very grand palace, before the last duke surren- 
dered the duchy of Zell to his brother, George the 
First, king of England." '' Grand palace !" said 
Ernestus ; " and is this the residence of her who 
was mistress of Christianborg !" " You are a Dane^i'' 
said the guide. Do you wish to see your queen ? 
Sheis very fond of seeingher subjects, particularly if 
they bring her any news of her children." " Then, 
sir, we have news she will be glad to hear," said 
Miss livemet. Ernestus then asked the guide 
wh^t Danish attendants the queen had with her? 
" Not vmnyr \ should hope^" said the Hanpveriaiv 
proudly; " but here comes one who can tell yon 
more !" As he said this^ Stuart came up« and in.a tone; 
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Mttauuiapee^ti. and agreeiMb. 
Mttl&tf-'die lidytkithliitfi-wt* fitHH 
iitfl invited Sfairt to tirtir ^p a c wih . > Th»'CM 
MfcijiiiiiliiJ, of 'tiMitM^ ^'-iHjid'oftiiWiiiMiiH 

SMfftwas made mtqaaaoMi ftffA^fi^ftlipMlem 
. tlKir-joaniey, he advised finMldilMMAffHr 
viteas the queen faiquiied ion Mui^ffiStm^Jitlffi 
tm he, ** Meodke tndiqiiil^>'feiiigiikbA4felM» 
iMiemeaatite raeoacildd te her MmMitiir lilb 
ri||ht of yott may auike all her^iwiMniii UhM 
«iMh: Jet therefore MiM Ktttgett^8t»'iett4lifeft 
ttt ^ this Tallied pieseiit. If Hm tpuHn Jawij 
«6yod, thla lady irill say thtttyiMi «Bit'aaH|u -IL 
cdttsin of her's, a princess of Saxe (Sotha, is iie# 
Dfith her majesty. They are just retwmed from a 
tour to see the castle of Ahlden, about twenty 
miles distant, inhere the wife of George the First 
was confined so many years. Neithi^r the coim« 
try, nor the castle, nor the sad history connected 
with it, are calculated to cheer her cqliiritB. Yoa 
would scarcely know her, so ^eatly is she. changed : 
and this visit, though it wiM please h^r, yet I know 
it will almost break her heart. Come yon to-morrow 
morning about nine : I will tell her that a lady from 
Hamburg wishes to see her alone aiid on very par- 
ticular business." Then, looking kindly at Sophia, 
the faithful domestic saM, "You need no better 
passport, madaih, than your own beautiful face."- 
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Sophia liveroet, dressed in her Hamburg cob- 
tame, (that was rich and highly becoming,) at the 
appointed time was at the portal of the palace. 
Stuart was there vaiting. He conducted the fair 
stranger through various apartm^its that bore 
evident marks of past grandeur and present 
decay^ In one, that was furnished in the modem 
style, he astj^ed her to wait whilst he went to an^ 
nouuce her arrival. 

He returned instajitly, and such was the 
agitation of the queen ; and her eagerness to see 
this fair stranger, of whose beauty and graceful 
demeanor Stuart had spoken so highly ; that she 
floet her near the docxr of her breakfast-room. In 
the kindest tone of voiee> and benignity of aspect, 
the gra(3eful cpieen encouraged Sophia to speak 
without fear or reserve. 

In this interview Miss livemet was no actress,. 
Her iQtelligent countenance shewed that her 
bosom labored with some important secret. Hep 
modest look and respectful demeanor were pledges 
for the sincerity of her good will towaixls the 
august personage she had liie honor of beholds 
iog. The queen was struck no less by her 
beauty, than with the elegance of her form, and the 
propriety of her carriage. Had she been bred in* 
a court she could not have shewn more true polite- 
ness. Taking her by the hand, Matilda said to her 
in German, ''Stuart tells me yoii come to bring me 
tidings of my children. Do not keep me in sust 
pense^ but tell me, are they well ? How is my d^r 
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iBf^ :nd: my dtdi^^iiMon AQglMal?^'^<i 
qneeft/qMike,. Jbpliim: dnfpiBdb OR^oni^^ 

M j ei t ythy tewjrii<tek gne;i<MM fiiUy^iMliHHiie 
wirfgABrtlieiainiitoierfiliiW iiMil The ■— Hit 
iMf tcy e C Mgh t the. well^Mnn potoMit ittmt 
iMftnt,: fhe ezdained^tf«f/liHi*M0p fft:^<ii:«l^ 
LoiiinLi^wh«e.l .wlieiihjig#t igd yir yiml gi 
tins portrait? tell me, ere mjr heart limiir itM l i t 
expectation ?V '« It was given hyiTdewiMdJi^^ 
man to his valet, and by that peiMn bcAiaigiiiil%^ 
my hands 4o be delivered to year mi^aM^ ^'"^^ 
thooaand and a thousand tfa^ttdb^av^'j^^ 
die precious gift See how the imibcent miwllirta 
ber uidiappy mother! - Never whilst I lisw tf M ft 
diali this dear image be parted from iny boiDit^ 
During this time the beauteous stranger relnaifiiBd 
kneeling. Presently the queen^ whose emotions 
nearly overpowered her, exclaimed,—" Forgive 
me, young lady, for suffering you to remain in that 
posture : let a grateful mother thus thank you for 
the most welcome gift that you could have 
brought ; my babes alone excepted." Saying 
this, she raised her to her bosom, and kissed her 
cheek ; then leading her to a chair, commanded 
her to be seated, who shewed the truest sense of 
politeness by instantly obeying. 

The queen shed tears in profusion: they re- 
lieved her full-fraught heart. She kept kissing the 
picture of her infant with more real devotion than 
ever the most zealous catholic felt for the relic of 



COURTS OF SWEDMI AND DENMARK. 217 

a deity or saint Then looking wistfiilly at Miss 
Livernet, she said — her lips quivering as she 
spoke — " How did this escape the lynx-eyed 
Tigilance of my destroyers? Where is the valet? 
ah ! what a dreadful hour was that when last I 
saw him! My heart has since had many trials; 
and this is not the least painful. I am now/' con- 
tinued she, *' a veteran in sorrow, though so young 
in years. Fate has crowded into the last ten 
months of my life more misery than, if spun out 
to the length of a century, might have embittered 
every hour ! " Then adverting to Emestus, she 
said — '* He must have run great risks in saving 
this for me. I wish to see him, and yet perhaps 
I ought not, on account of the recollections it will 
occasion." Fixing her eyes on the young stranger^ 
Matilda suddenly exclaimed — ''Surely I have 
seen your face b^ore I Were you ever in Copen- 
hagen?" '* I have been there, madam, and have 
had the honor of seeing yoi^r majesty at the opera." 
"Ah!" said she, rapidly," that is it. You resemble 
a favorite dancer belonging to the opera." Matilda 
then asked if Emestus was still in Denmark ? and 
was told he was in Zell. " I reject his deli- 
cacy in sending the portrait by a female," said the 
queen. Then taking from her side a gold watch, and 
superb appendages^ gave it to her fair guest, sayings 
" Accept of this as a memorial of my esteem. 
Before you leave Zell, I wish to converse with, you 
again. And should you ever stand in need of 
a friend, you may i;eckon on me as one who will 
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him two iMmn hcnce.^ IteqiiM&tlitemmM 
her fidr gaest, m a lowly p«rtiin^firMh^«|># 
glfgwand; FcverauM < 
tate Mhiting Sqphw onlhflmiiA/' 
ce ttd ttcted. lli» livemst to>*ttevl 

mhdame ■* i <» iidy «f?^hM:toHeh0li|^tlhi^ 

kindly prened her to taken«ft<f<nhiiMi»t^: 
cooittmg with her in the'BMtft- 
whilst Stuart went to pi 
appioachiiig mterviewt 
..^ The valet feh infioitely 
comt of faeiBg in the eervice ef 
He had not been candid eiiouglito4iH llwHilliiiii 
ftUGe to Stuart; and he was iadeeianw lipr^MF 
act^ and half indined to cotiemlilk^ 'Bi^mmtmm 
determined till after he found himself m die pnl* 
sence of his queen. 

Matilda received hjofn seated on a spfii. 
She turned her head aside, covering her fiiir 
face with a handkerchief: her whole frame shook, 
and she appeared almost suffocated with painful 
feehngs. Full ten miaates elapsed ere she be* 
came sufficiently composed to ask him questions ; 
and the valet, not lens agitated, could scarcely 
reply. Her first questions were about her chil* 
dren. Matilda looked much disappointed when 
she learnt that he had no recent intelligence to 
give. She then commanded him to relate his 
own adventures. In a tremulous tone he narrated 
the leading incidents that had occurred. After 
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seyeral questicnift of inferior interest, — waiting as 
it were to acquire firmness to put that which had 
its fibres entwined in her heart's core, Matilda, in 
a manner indescribably touching and mournful, 
said, '' I have been told that recourse was had to 
actual torture to force him to accuse me. Tell 
me, Emestus, without duplicity or reserve, do 
you believe that my merciless and unrelenting 
enemies really had recourse to an expedient so 
wicked and so terrific ?" Her head was bowed 
down as she asked this question so important and 
so painful. Her fair bosom rose and fell, undulating 
from intensity of feeling. Her voice, scarcely audi- 
ble, was tremulous, and subdued. From her fine 
eyes tears of shame, sorrow, and remorse fell co- 
piously ; and though the most vivid recollections of 
the lost, fallen, guilty Struensee, filled her whole 
heart and shook her lovely frame ; though his name 
quivered on her lips, her tongue gave it not utterance. 
Full of sensibility, and weighed down by emotions 
almost top powerful to be sustained, Eraestus, isx 
a manner peculiarly solenm and emphatical, 
caught at this moment to do justice to the unhappy 
Struensee, by saying, ** Yes, gracious queen, I 
do most firmly believe that my late unfortunate 
master was actually tortured by the application of 
thumb-screws, before he could be wrought on to act 
as your majesty's enemies desired; and he was me- 
naced, if be refused, with the crudest (ottures to 
which a human being could be subjected."-^As he 
spoke^ Matilda raised htt drooping head, her 
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mental suffering evidently abated, and her sor- 
row soothed by this communication. The queen 
clasped her hands, and with mild composure ex- 
claimed, ** I forgive him ! with all my heart I for- 
give him, and I hope that God will forgive him also! 
Count Rantzau treated me very harshly; but he 
liad a desperate undertaking to accomplish, and 
I provoked him to the utmost of my power. I am 
endeavoring to forgive him also. He was once 
my friend. I hear that he has fallen into disgrace; 
is banished to his estates; and is now at Ham- 
burg. The cause of his disgrace is variously 
stated ; perhaps you can tell me the real cause ?** 
*' That I can, my gracious queen. The queen- 
mother, Juliana, General Eichstedt, General 
Kohler Banner, and M. Guldberg, were all agreed 
to nirtke Prince Frederick, Regaity during the life 
of tlio king, my sovereign, and of the crown 
prince. ^^'ithout the concurrence of Count 
Rantzau they dared not make the attempt. The 
oinint. madam, conceiving that the king and the 
crown prince might both be set aside, or that 
something bad might befal them, sternly refused 
his assent. He reproached those persons who 
had proposed and seconded the measure as being 
traitors to their king and country : this, your ma- 
jesty may believe me, was the immediate cause of 
Count Rantzau s disgrace and exile !" The queen 
heard him with amazement: incredulity was 
nuirked on her fine, sorrow-stricken features. 
•• M'hat !" said she, *' do you tell me, that he who 
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tore me from my palace, my husband, and my babes; 
— who has blasted mine honor, and destroyed 
my peace of mind for ever, — has been the saviour 
of my husband and my son; and for their sakes 
braved the resentment of that cruel woman who 
reigns in my place?' ** It is true, my gracious 
queen; all this has Count Rantzau done!' Ma- 
tilda, with strong passion, exclaimed, " Incompre- 
hensible man ! if this prove true, I can forgive him 
all the injuries that he has done me! not long would 
my sweet Frederick hve, if his cruel uncle were 
once declared Regent ! But are you not deceived ? 
how did you acquire the knowledge of those im- 
portant facts T '* From the count's own lips, gra- 
cious queen, I attended his excellency in his 
carriage as he returned in disgrace from the pa- 
lace of Fredericksborg. He exclaimed, * I have 
twice saved my king and country in the hour of 
peril: I will save it a third timeT* He never re- 
turned to court again. Towards my unfortunate 
master, he generally expressed hatred; but of 
your majesty he has ever spoken with the utmost 
respect," The queen paused for a short time ; and 
in rather a hasty manner said, ** How came you, 
who appear to deplore your late master s wretched 
fate, to take service with Count Rantzau ?'* To 



• These were the coant's words as he left the paliine. He alluded 
to the hand he bad in the fall of Peter the Third ; by tvhicb the in- 
vasion of Denmark was arertcd ; and next to the arrest of Count 
Struensee. 
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t» rwiwA he vrairiMBpted lay tiie aUeivdE i 
Ife^fU^ d)6«f«]i*-dfCVHiBitR«iitaini;V%e^lp^ 
m^-'Ubf. ineliMlioA* 'i$oiiM. htutBUittm 4b«dM 

Jim kito^By-Mrmde, but lar^ttfi ieen8liit!m8iirf>' 
«WM 4ir iMafft 9'«riiBh fof. «Mlr:t<y liaanli'^4ljWr 

SMtBttt *M 'aided I •nd^lid^'to 
^tiUk l» ^twtf 'fltaa iay hcwt ap ' Mdwuhily ■' ^ 
him: 5M, detastiiig ui JuioirlM»>S4^ tlifc AifMil^ 
ttoii:^llio'H]iiMMDOtlier; kcivr 'Wu 4t JMriMlT 
kpIiImiI nbMMniig hor MiiliidcMte' idt iiiy^Miiiii$^4p 
cotild ever think ef ooalesmig with hiH fPclNil^ 
'^ilbMttMerfB'Wimtyoak^^ -Jtm uvj^U^ 
Ernestuskesitated, and remained silmit ''lJ|oriMi 
feel any dread of hurting my feeliqgs : t^ me faiil 
real motivee, if you know them." '^ I verOy be- 
lte?e, most graeiom qoeen, that Oonnt itantna 
knew that a plan waa in agitation to take the lift 
of <he kingr At (base words the tears burs( 
from her eyes. She wnmg her ha»ds ; and isippei^ 
ing to the Almighty^ declared her ignorance of. 
any such intenti(m. ^^ It must be,^ s^id she, 
*^ an artffice of the count's to cover his malicious 
designs." The valet was again silent. " Am I 
to think/' said she, in a tone of agony, " that you 
believed him ? did you ever hear or see any thing 
to induce you to think that any such design ex- 
isted ?" " If I must reply, it is, and it has for up-' 
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wards d a year past been my opinion, that if the 
two <;ounts had not fallen as they did, the king 
would not have long survived. Count Rantzau, 
madam, ever felt tenderness and conoipassion to* 
wards your majesty; and I ^lincerely believe it 
was to save your majesty's life, he had you re^ 
moved from Copenhagen !" — ^This avowal evidently 
wrung her heart ; she gave vent to her feelings in 
a shower of tears. " Oh, God T said Matilda " in 
what a feadul labyrinth have I been entangled! 
I am, and ever skdl be wvetebed : but what would 
have been my state, if such dreadful designs were 
really cherished, and had been executed ! You 
have been," said the queen to Emestus, ^' too often 
a witness of my errors for me to hesitate thus to 
humble myself before you. When you return to 
Hamburg, tell Couilt Rantsau that I thank him 
for his efibrts to save my s<m and his sovereign; 
and tell him too, that wi1& my whole soul, I fully 
and freely forgive him."* Emestus could not con^ 
tain his satisfaction at this noble conquest of 
herself. " I believe in .tny lieart, inadam," «aid he, 
'' that the count hM never enjoyedr.os^ happy hour 
since that £3ttal day. Your generous forgiveness 
will restore peace to his bosom, asid take a moun- 
tain from off his mind." She tiben entered into an 
inquiry as to the circumi^taneeii of Emestus; and 
told Mm in all cases of adversity to apply to her ; 
presenting him with a purse, that she told him 
was the work of her own hands, containing a him^ 
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dred guineas : he had then the honor of kissing 
her hand, and took his leave. 

When he repaired to Stuart and Sophia, his 
looks shewed huw powerfully his mind had been 
agitated : nor did he keep them long in suspense. 
^* Thanks be to God/* said he fervently, '* the dear 
queen has forgiven Count Rantzau, and has au- 
thorised me to assure his excellency of her full 
and entire forgiveness T' *' How greatly/* said £r- 
nestus, ''is the queen changed! her sufferings 
have indeed not been lost on her. The sedate 
and melancholy cast of countenance that she has 
attained, renders her beauty more striking ; she 
is much less corpulent ; and altogether her ap- 
pearance infinitely improved." '' Did the queen 
name Struensee to you ?" said Stuart : " Never 
once," replied Ernestus : " she spoke of him, 
but his name never passed her lips." " Nor have 
I heard her name the guilty and unfortunate man/' 
rejoined Stuart, " since her residence here; where, 
without flattery, I can affirm she is idolized by 
all who witness her piety and tranquil resig- 
nation." Duriqg the absence of Ernestus, Sophia 
explained to his friend his present situation with 
Count Rantzau. 

The rest of this day they spent in seeing Zell 
and its vicinity. On the following morning Miss 
Livernet was ordered to attend the queen ; who 
asked her many questions respecting Count Rant- 
zau, saying, "I cannot help thinking that you have 
moved in a higher sphere of Ufe than your present 
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costume, graceful and becoming as it is, an- 
nounces." " I can endure dissimulation no longerMJ 
I am not indeed, my beloved and injured queen^ 
what I seem to be, nor worthy to appear in youri 
august presence : but I come with a heart filled^ 
with love and reverence towards you !" The queenr | 
looked earnestly in her face, and with a smile ol j 
the truest benevolence, said, *' At last I recog-s'l 
nise in you, Mademoiselle Livernet, whom Count j 
Rantzau induced to leave the opera! I really 
thought I knew your fine features the moment Ij 
saw you; and now let me bid you welcome in^l 
your proper name," From this generous girl,. 
Matilda learnt enough fully to convince her that^ 
Rantzau was truly penitent for all the indignitieft ^ 
he had occasioned; and that to his unshakemj 
fidelity her son probably owed his life : '* For," sai4 
she, " not only did Count Rantzau enter his protest I 
in the journal of the council of state, but he sent at 
copy to Stockholm and London, and to each of the 
leading nobles in Denmark, the Duchies, and ml 
Norway." The queen was so pleased with these' 
proofs of attachment to her husband and her son,* 
that she conquered her resentment so completely ' 
as to write to the count, assuring him of her en-^ j 
tire forgiveness ; thanking him for his recent ex?*] 
ertions in favor of her beloved Frederic and his 
father; and adding, if he wished to retire to 
Great Britain, she would write to London to pre- 
pare the way for his being received. 

The first and the last anxiety of this amiable 
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penitent, (fur such she really was,) related to her 
abaent children. Sensible of this, and willing to 
pour aili tha cottsolation into her bosom that was 
possible, Mademoiselle Livernet related to the 
youjig queen tlie adventure that befel Ernestus 
witli the skipper, old Peter Nietaen, who took the 
count in his yacht from Copenhagen to Warrea- 
borg- The queen recollected the eircnmstance, 
and commanded Sophia to proceed ; who then 
told Matilda that she thought this old skipper 
would be the most secure channel whereby to re- 
ceive, from time to time, autlientic intelligence 
of Hop children. The queen eagerly embraced 
the idea* Miss Livernet wrote to a confidential 
friend of her s, a lady who was related to the 
head nurse of the young princess, to meet her at 
Hamburg; assuring the queen that she would not 
go till every tiling should be arranged, to secure 
to her a regular correspondence, — *' Till time and 
circumstances permit your majesty once mor© to 
meet your children and re-ascend your throne." 
'' Oh^ if that happy day should ever come ! But," 
continued Matilda mourafully — " it cannot be! I 
am fallen, fallen, never to rise again T Such were 
the last, emphatic words on that subject spoken 
to >Mis^ Liyeirnet. : When. Emeatus and hig Mfi 
coti^anion rotumed to Hambui^, they found tto 
old count very impatient, and< not a little; undent 
the iofluenoe of *'tbt blue devilry* not knowing>wtei^t 
construction topufcout thdr long stay : but whleq 
his beauteous .mi^tpesstdd him in what maimer 
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thfey Bad been received ; and when she handed 
to him the brief but comprehensive letter written 
by the well-known hand of the queen ; he kissed 
it with a dWotioh and gratitude scarcely fess 
airdent than l^Elatilda's caresseje of the pbrtrtdt htf 
had returhted. ** Now," said the count, '^ I catf 
bfalve the finger of public sc6fn ; the da^gf^r of 
the assasisid: I can Kve ttanq^il, rfnd meet dteath' 
without terniif.''' 

1?fie ]Cfy and agitatSon of the eoiiht was ex-' 
tremely great. Sophia feW towards him, a strong 
and grateful friendship ; she flattered herself that 
he might give up his romantic project of travelling- 
to Italy i^icog. She felt deep aversion to assum- 
ing male attire. She therefore stroVe with all the? 
bferidishmente of which she wafe mistress, to' 
itiduce him to accept Queeii M atilcfla's niidialidii,' 
and retire to Great: Britain. — The Coutit hfeard 
her with silent attention, and smiling said, " You 
havie riot:, my Sophia, duly considered the sub- 
ject; or you would never advise Count Rahtzau' 
to insult by his presence, the sovereign whose' 
sister his hand hurled froni a throne to a prison." 
The fair pleader was silenced, and the tdiif 
southward persevered in. But when Sophia 
told him, of what she had promised' the queen, 
it appeared to give him veiry great ^tisfaction. 

In less than a fortnight rifetefr Nielsen and hisJ 
yacht arrived at Hamburg, bringing the lady tier 
whoih' Miss Livemet had written: What plfealied 
that kiiid-hc!arted- girl most of all, was th^ ani- 

q2 
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iMtodwid comet Ukeaesses receatlyrjUikeii of .the^ 
prince and the infant 'prmceap- Lodiaa 



: ^Sophiaa firieiid had always ^commnesmted the 
fa aoffiuinga. She had lost; her childmi 
rang by shipwreck; whence she entered 
4ie readier into the plan of cocraqpondence pro- 
poaed by Ae eoimt*s generous mistress.: Sophia 
warody allowed her time to rest befiupe a jpar* 
liage was ordered, and attended by ^EnfittsoB, 
asft OQt again . for Zell. Tlieir arrival was.ai^. 
i|0iinced by Stuart Those whose situatioii it has^ 
been to be separated froqn their infiemts whom 
Hiey loved with intense affection, never peiluyis 
sere to bdmld them, may guess— for I oaanot 
deaeiib^-^the^emotiims of Queen Matilda on see- 
ing the pictures of her children^ taken within a 
few days of reaching her hand ! This arrangement, 
that was made on a just and economical plan, was 
continued undiscovered till the death of the 
queen ; and formed one of the greatest alleviations 
that her sorrows received. 

When Pieter Nielsen, heard from Emestus of 
the reconciliation that had taken place between 
the queen and Count Rantzau; and found that 
the correspondence of which he was to be the 
medium, was known to him ; he condescended to 
take the count's hand, and tell him he could now 
indeed believe he was become a repentant sinner;, 
and ho hoped he " would save his soul alive." 
The count took his coarse compliment in good 
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part; and everything being arranged, he soOii 
afterwards set out for Amsterdam, attended by 
the accomplished Miss Livetnet, who daily grew 
more and more dear to him as her various excelr 
lencies displayed themselves; and also by his 
favorite valet Ernestus ; intending in that metro- 
polis to hire servants who should know nothing of 
his rank or country. 

The MS. from which these pages have been 
copied, closes at this period ; L e. the autumn of 1 772. 
The. further destiny of the fair Dane and faithful 
Norwegian is unknown : but the count, notwith- 
standing his reconciliation with the forgiving 
Matilda, fell by the hand of an English officer at 
Avignon,* who had sworn to avenge her fall. He 
was buried in that city. 

The errors of the queen were obliterated from 
the bosom of every gentle and cultivated member 
of society, as well as from the minds of the bene- 
.volent illiterate. Never was self-conquest more 
complete, or reformation more perfect. She fell 
at last, a victim to her sensibility. Poor Alexander 
Stuart fell ill of an infectious fever ; she was ad- 
monished by her physicians not to see him, or go 
near his apartment; she disregarded their advice, 
went to look once more at her faithful servant; 
caught the dreadful disease, and died within a 
few days after him. 

Such was the melancholy and untimely end of 

♦ Said to be Captain O \Vbo accompanied Matilda to Bien^ 

mark 4 and held a commission in the Daniflh hone-guaxdg^^ 
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ft fffineeM who wm, fn tter n^t G^u]e;^e. pp^ 

wbose ptrong 9nd inceg^^ ^^U tq j^ntt % 
afiogle^rn^r, displayed tibe.iioMe8tv^^ 
«domthe)wi9aniDi|idL Hadherd!iiyB][)e^||f^^ 
till her gsUnqit sofi l)rqke the fj^^r^i of ifuUa^^ 
iM&r cnfty 9m» aiij^ drove them into a fbrped j[|^ 
tirement; she would np doubt hfive bf^ vec^lle^ 
to piiirticipate of his power, an4 P^<^ 9^^:W^ 
her cWWyea to hgr Ixispip. • •. - 



Remarks m theprecedhig Danish M& 

At the eloqe of ft q^rr^tiye a^icmadrng with 
such extraqrdioary incidents as the preceding; 
tinged, as it unquestionably is> with au air 
of romance, the tran^ator of that manuscript, 
and author of the subsequent portions of the 
history of Sweden and Denmark, feels it his 
duty to express his opinion as to the degree of 
confidence that he places on its veracity. He 
fully and unequivocally credits every particu- 
lar relative to the rise and progress of Struensee's 
fatal amour with Queen Matilda ; the subsequent 
Jicentiousness of her court; the particulars of the 
ftrrest and behavioiir pf Struensee ; the rankling 
envy, insatiate malice, and aspiring ambition of 
Juliana Maria; and the strict accuracy of the 
motives and adventures imputed to Count Rant- 
zau. In short, the chief points qn which he fe^ls 
any doubt, are thpse which attributp the me- 
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ititated aoDurder of Cfarifitian tbe Seventh, wb^i.lt 
duld, to JuUanli; aad tbe^almost incredible tLssef- 
tion of her hanog so totally lost sight, not merely 
of ber dignity, but even of her sex^ as to have had 
recourse to those atrodotis means to destroy hiK 
pfaysicai and intellectual powers^ that af6 imputed 
to her. 'Die peculiar features of secret history con- 
nected with GustavuB the Third, and the birth of the 
ex-king of Sweden, ate correctly stated. On 
this side the water, Rational prejudices have 
weighed and still weigh heavily, against Jidiana : 
but the more serious the charges adduced, the 
stronger and more conclusive should be the evi- 
dence. The translator would have expunged those 
passages from his version, if those charges had 
not, in Latrobe and other authors, been long since 
before the world* They certainly are plausible, 
and that is all that justice admits of his saying. 
Between the servile flattery, nay, the idolatry of 
her partisans,* and the frightful portrait drawn of 

* '* The following extract is taken frotn a letter written 
in German, and afterwards translated iato Danish and 
French, by one Mr, Bei/ried, for the express purpose of 
promulgating Struensee's disgrace, to whom he owed his 
rise^nd fortune; which letter was addressed on this occasion 
to the king of Denmark, by Mr« Suhili, ooaseiller de con- 
ference." Vide Wolffe's Northern Tbur, pp. 86 to 90. 

'' Blessed be Juliana! fmd extolled the name of Prince 
Frederick ! Thanks to all good pakiots^ who from pure 
motives tore the bandage from tbi^e eyes that tbou might 
see dear; who avenged thee and^ thy kingdom; Who 
risked the^ lives for thy deliverance ; and who restored 
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her in the preceding manuscript, it is difficult to 
decide as to tlie real character of Juliana- That 
she was a woman of aspiring ambition, eager and 
I' ardent in her wishes for regal sway, and an adept 
in political intrigues, cannot be successfully de- 
nied. The conduct of Matilda and Struensee 
sanctioned the violence adopted to snatch the reins 
of government from their feeble hands. And liiat if 
Juhana could, she would have set aside the succes- 
sion of the present king, may be safely admitted. 
And if Count Rantzau had not, by his resolute 

thee Id thy true and genuine power ! In truth it was high 
time ; for I saw the citizen draw his sword against his 
faOow-citizen, and those who were otherwise peaceable 
were urged on to murder. Perhaps in a few days thy 
resideDce might have fall en a prey to the ali- devouring 
flames; and Denmark and Norway, that wish for nothing 
more than the happiness of their kings, might have heep 
reduced to despair. Look now, oh kipg! at the joy that 
sparkles in the eyes of thy subjects ; regard and reflect on 
their spontaneous gladness. 

" Our blood shall flow for thee, for Juliana, for Fre- 
derick ! Who does not praise and honor that dangerous, 
that honourable night, which broke our chains, and caused 
us to become again a people? Glorious, eventful night! 
future Homers and Virgils shall sing thy praise. As 
long as Danish and Norwegian bravery shall live, so long 
shall the fame of Juliana and Frederick endtire, — ^but not 
increase, for that is impossible." 

For such readers as may not have seen any work ex- 
plaining the fate of those persons who were Arrested with 
Queen Matilda, an extract is subjoined c^ntairiihg the' re- 
quisite information; viz.--^ -* ' • 
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conduct, as a member of the council of state, 
frustrated the plan formed in 1772 of naming^ 
her son as regent, in all probability the pre- 
sent kftig had never ascended the throne. With 
all these faults on her head, Juliana must still 
be regarded as a woman of very superior ca- 
pacity. Weak monarchs are generally seen sur- 
rounded by ministers of feeble intellects ; they 
appear to fee! a sort of instinctive envy and un- 
conquerable dread of the proximity of minis- 
ters gifted with great and powerful mindsj 

" Madame Von Gfihler was released from her Confine- 
' ment in her own house, but ordered never to appear at 
court. Rear-admiral Hansen was deprived of his seat at 
the board of admiralty. Lieutenant-colonel Hesselberg, 
and the diplomatic counsellor. Sturz, were ordered to live 
in a siball town in Schleswig ; the former upon a stipend 
of 300, and the latter of 500, dollars. Lieutenant Aboe 
was acquitted of every charge against him, and banished 
th6 realm for the term of two years. The counsellor of 
state Willebrandt, and the royal physicia:n Berger, were 
banished the meti^opolis, upon a stipend of 300 dollars 
each ; and the latter was ordered to spend the remainder 
of his life at Aalborg in Jutland. Thers remained still 
three prisoners, upon whose- fate the judges could not 
speedily decide : these were General Gdhler, Colonel Fal- 
kenschjold, and the first commissioner of finance, Stru* 
ensee. The sentence pronounced upon the first, served as 
a specimen of what the others might expect. This brave 
warrior was deprived of his post, his rank, and his pay; 
was banished the islands of Seeland, Fuhnen, and the 
duchy of Schleswig ; and reduced to an annual stipend of 
1000 dollars; because, according to the very words of 



•^ 



234 SECRET UISTQUr OF Tli£ 

yet Juliana Mark selected^ as her mmiBitts^ 
fK>Be but men of superior capacity; and judg^ 
mg of her by the wif^uny ^he kepi, tlie result is 
favorable t If her character had been so excessively 
depraved, would Comit Bemstorff have accepted 
a place under her ?^These remarks, the author 
thinks are requisite to Uberate the mind of biB 
reader from the very unfavorable impression the 
preceding chapters are calculated to produce* 
ere he proceeds with the original memoirs that 
foEow, 

his sentence} ke had g^iven catise of tmspichn^ The spite 
of Prinoe Frederic dictated the sentence of Colonel Fal- 
keascbjold : he was deprived of his command, and of his 
poiit as royat chamberiaiu ; &ud baBished for life to Mnak- 
holm, a fortress situate in the mosit northerly part of Nor^ 
way, where be was allowed only half a dollar a day for 
his subsistence : he was twenty -seven yearn ofage^ and no 
crime could be laid to bis charge, but his friendship for 
Strueosee, — Struensee, the commissioner of finance, Yfho 
after the execution of his brother bad been thrown into 
irons, was obUged to petition for bis release : upon which 
his papers and effects were restored to him , but a pro- 
mise was exacted frpm him, tbfit be never would write cor 
. speak upon the revolution. 
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CHAP. U. 

Hie Danish court after the fall of Stniense^. — 
Wise and dignified conduct of George the Third.^— 
Memoir of Count Andreas Petrus Bernstor^. — 
A celebrated tourist quoted^ and censured. — Vhla" 
tion of the Danish fag. — Source of that abpcse. — 
lis consequence. — The 'armed neutrality of the 
northern powe^^s. — Count Bernstorff retires. — 7%^ 
Crown Prime Fixderick seizes the reins of Govern- 
ment. — Count Bernstorff restored. 

Th^ protestant interest of Europe ; the com- 
merce and politics of Great Bjritain ; and perhaps the 
personal feelings of our king; combined their influ- 
eiice to produce the royal marriages that took pljBice 
in the year 1766 in Sweden, Denmark, and Holland. 
^^t that powerful influence, which the cabinet of 
London might reasonably have e:3^pected from the 
marriage of thp Hing of Denmark with the prin- 
cess C?8yroline Matilda, was lost through the 
frftilty qf that upfortunate and ill-advised queen. 
Th^ evils resulting from the indiscretion of Ma- 
tilda did not fall exclusively on her own head, nor on 
her partisans in Deni¥iark» but extended itself to 
the political apd commercial relations :of her aa^ 
ti ve ]&nd. It. wa^ more hQnprab}e to the gallaiktry 
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and generosity of the British public than to its 
justice or discerament, that the nation appeared 
readier to avenge the indignities suffered by Ma- 
tilda, than to investigate the merits of her cause. 
The youth, beauty, and sufferings of this de* 
throned queen, excited the most powerful sym- 
pathy. Vengeance* sudden and terrible, was 
denounced against Juliana, and all those who had 
been concerned in Matilda's supposed unmerited 
disgrace- The king (her brother) who was the 
most competent judge, proved by the line of con- 
duct he adopted on this delicate occasion, how h© 
estimated that of his young and unfortunate sister. 
Far from availing himself of the popular fervor to 
seek vengeance for the gratification of wounded 
pride or unjust resentment, George the Third con- 
tented himself with stemming the torrent of per- 
secution in Denmark, and rescuing Matilda from 
the hands of her enemies. Instead of endeavor- 
ing to bolster her reputation, by receiving her into 
the bosom of his family and court, he condemned 
the fair culprit to a penance sufficiently severe 
and humiliating, in fixing her future residence at 
Zell. He did not, however, from motives of statie 
policy, abandon Matilda in the hour of deep and 
bitter affliction ; nor would he^suffer family pride 
to hurry him into measures by which the interests 
of his people might have been materially injured. 
After the dethronement of Matilda, and the 
death of Struensee, it required all the talent of 
Juliana and hfer party to keep th6 wheefe of go^ 
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vernment in motion*. The finaoces were in the 
ntmost disorder ; trade at a stand ; and Norway 
in such a state of popular ferment, on account of an 
obnoxious poll-tax, as threatened a general revolt. 
The moral state in which Matilda left her court 
is already shewn. Juliana banished those syrens 
w^hose licentious revels had rendered it unfit for 
the presence of a modest woman, and restored 
the antient formality and etiquette; by which 
means, all that it gained in character and stateli* 
ness was lost in attraction. The elegance, the 
graceful ease, the voluptuousness of Versaillee, 
all suddenly disappeared ; and German etiquette>' 
stiflP, formal and graceless, arose in its stead. 
If Juliana restored the demi-barbarity of ancient 
German grandeur, she occasioned a greatly benefi- 
cial reduction of expense in the royal establishment. 
On the morning of Matilda s arrest, Juliana caused 
a confidential note to be delivered to eacH of 
the foreign ambassadors, stating the grounds on 
^hich those who had done the deed, were 
prepared to justify their conduct. It was scarcely 
possible, even for the cold bosoms of calcu- 
lating statesmen, to avoid a powerful sympathy 
excited for the fate of this illustrious woman : 
whose gross aberations had unfortunately tended 
to bias and silence her most natural advocates. 

* It ia mentioned in the Annual Register for 1772, that a Count 
Wolttigaky had his tongue cut cntf^ on account of words he had 
nted, reflecting upoji the conduct of Christian the Seventh and Jaliana, 
No such event happened in Denmark. 
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I Whea Struensee confessed a connexion it warn 
vain for him to deny, as to expe<it mercy 

I from its avowal ; and when the sentence of di- 
vorce^ founded upon that confession, and other 
incontrovertible evidence, was completed ; alF 

^the foreign ministers attended, dressed in deepi 
9tate mourning, at Christianborg^ to receive ^iir 

1 official copy of the evidence, and also of the seii-» 
tfince pronounced against the queen. From that 
hour, the name of Matilda was erased from the 
church service Of Denmark, and she ceased ta 
be the wife of its wretched king. These humi- 
liations it was not in the power of the king her 
brother, to avert : but his influence preserved her 
rank as a queen, stopt the promulgation of the 
sentence, and his ships of war conveyed Queen 

j JVIatilda from her melancholy prison in Cronenborg 
Castle. 

Whilst this awful process was carrying on> 
Juliana strengthened herself and adherents by 
conciliating the opinion, and securing the sanc-^ 
tion of foreign courts, and particularly ihose of 
Petersburg* Berlin, and Versailles, The favorite 
minister of Frederic the Fifth, the great Count 
BernstorfF, who Was banished the court at the 
instigation of Struensee, lived Jong enough to 
hear of the fall of the unfortunate minion, dying 
within a month after the receipt of that welcome 
intelligence. His nephew. Count Andreas Petrus 
Bernstorff, who has since immortalised his nalne 
in Denmark by executihg several great and u$eM 
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pi^ojects; wa» selected by Julinna- to fill tbe kn^ 
portant offix^ of minister for fbreiga affairs. A wiset 
choice ittms not ia bei^ power to have made. He 
wife kiu)wn to possess* m^ am eminent degree high 
mentail endo^^rmeiits^ at^ gentlemai^ty numnei^gi 
Ed^icated untder tiie ej^e o£ his iiick, and amidst 
the splendor of a magnificent regal court, he could 
scfafcely avoid being a finished courtier and profound 
politician. To introduce this celebrated states- 
man, wje insertabrief memoir of him, taken frpm 
Mr. Wolffe's Northern Tour.* This appointment 

* The liberality di^ayed by Jens Wolffe, Esq. author 
of the Northern TottTy so frequently quoted, encourages the belief 
that he will not complain of the whole of his brief memoir of Count 
Bernstorff, appearing in these pages. 

Character andpoliticiil career <^ Count Berfi8torffiy.la§b 
prime mmutter of Denmark. 

^^ Nichta kann eiuem Sterblicben ^Inckieligf res begegnen, aUwenn 
er in guten Tageneiner von den beglUckten Menfichen^.undin 
bcjsen, ciner von den grilssten Mlinnem ist/^ 

. No greater blessing can befal a human being,' than in good iiiAea 
. to be a fortunate man ; in bad, a great man. 

<^ Count Andreas.P^tnis Bentttorff ims bomat Hiemdv^r 
onthedSfh of August; 17S5;. From bis earliest youtb hiit 
character wanr mild, benignant kifid, aird endearing t^atl 
around him. Hig natural fiov^ 6f spiHts: was nlisuiiaki 
stood bj his tutor Muntlier^ under wbos« care^ liin fatbet 
had placed him, with &e view of: imbibitiig th^ flnst rtidii 
ment& of ediioaiticyn : be was checked anrd corfseeted l^ 
the severity' of a man, whose scholastic idcM being cblefl^ 
conSaed'to ttaeoretical knowledge, knew Imtlittle (rf 3ie 
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44e rod of this LDstmctor, 
to have beeo placed ender 
a BBB of considerable talent and 
kxiB. Ir ^teftd deeply Into the study 
m EviD^ and dead langoag^s. 
brotber to Leipzig, where he 
poet Gellert, whose frimd- 
4tmiUlte itse and gmtificalion to him. 
Ikk^ for knowledgej and a wiih 
jatiiinate^with characters eminent 
«r«Bk Ib -tifep W ]Miir>Poieoated liii 
mhMk He iMide some considerable 
Goltmgai. At Gaieva he acquired 
of Ifce French language, which was 
l» him IB his diplomatic career. He^ 
BaEjr> m hut he commenced an intimacy with 
the Due de Choiseoil, the French 
1 Roae, as likewise with the Abb^ 
ivaed writH* of the Jravels of Anac- 
I a cdehrated artist, he studied 
aril. DviDg this journey, he 
of his ande, (the great Bern- 
rtliRd fipom the. ministry daring the 
,if ^QMWKe) aad determined to enter into the 
^trni&K b 1756 he quitted Italy and returned 
ItMiiw Vmhm^ *^ Dresden, to Hanoyer. After 
^j^^tlijuiajitr die parental rooi^ and being 
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increase the commercial marine. The fall of Ma- 
tilda, and the discussions to which that event gave 
rise, created a strong anti-Britannic spirit in 
Denmark. The exterior forms of amity, though 
faded and relaxed, still remained, but the spirit 
of harmonious peace had fled. The Danes whom 

in vain solicited to fix his residence there, he went to 
Paris, where he renutined six months : thence he crossed 
over to England, and was intimate with Admirals Hawke, 
Anson, and others ; here he followed the pursuits of agri- 
culture, a study for which at all times he had a strong 
propensity, remaining some time in Norfolk: after this 
he returned through Holland to Hanover* 

Bernstorff*s first debut in affairs of state, was an 
appointment in the German chancery, where his uncle 
presided, who seemed determined to encourage him in the 
attainment of some degree of eminence in the line of 
politics and diplomacy When the old Count Bernstorff 
was minister to Frederick the Fifth, he had an opportunity 
of furthering the object of his wishes ; and during several 
successive years, his nephew's advancement was rapid 
and certain. In 1766 Frederick the Fifth died, and a 
cabal was formed for the purpose of mining the credit Of 
the minister in the eyes of his successor. Christian the 
Seventh, which however had the reverse effect : the count 
not only refuted the charges brought against him, but had 
the order of Dannebrog conferred on him, together with 
the gift of an estate near» Copenhagen. At that time the 
farmers were in a state of bondtige, and subject to the 
feudal laws, which rendered them totally indifferent to 
the cultivation of lands ; the owner and peasant equally 
suffered under these unwise and barbarous regulationif. 
Count BernstorfT was foremost to abolish this system of 

R 
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1m mold tet bihold wilk 
I of One poor p90pl^ jp a 
1 to littvt fiinlMd Corlh^ Qon- 
tf ite iidwbiiaiiff . Ht^-wfA^^r.t* be 
the faenefiuftir of. a free and' ireakhy moB^ 
I lord of dftfea. ilrliintiin'rtifir wiiig In 
firon faaviiig ben op prone d bgr . ba«d la^ovt ll« 
It^abbikh fbdr qrBtem of partamhipjR iiob. 
to- place, tham la mielL a Jritiuition .ft»t .||i;gr 
a^htezpeet to nap (be firoitMf Adriodif idnal jMi^iJ^ 
To tflMt fliit, be paroeUed oat tbe lands b soibMe i^ 
and prevailed on bis tenantry to throw dice for the eboice, 
aaeonraging them by presents, to move their xesidence to 
tba ground which fell to their share. . 

Count Bemstorff expended, from his private purse, in 
settling and giving permanency to this arrangement, seven 
thousand dollars ; but the sum was well applied, -and be 
found himself amply repaid by the hilarity which soon 
accompanied the labors of these poor fkmilies, whose 
wdfiure he had taken so much paini^ to ensure. 

The grateful peasants, some years afterwards, erected 
a plain marble monument, by the side of the.bigh road, in 
honor of the count. 

In 1770, the old Count BemstorfF, who was then minis- 
ter of state, received his dismission, in consequence of the 
increasing influence of Struensee, who could not brook a 
rival in power, and had persuaded Matilda to apply for 
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periodical press, lent its powerful influence. An 
felegant writer, though a most illiberal and prer 
judiced tourist* contributed on his return, by the 
publication of his tour, to feed and perpetuate an 
injurious enmity, that a wise and liberal writer 
would hate strained every nerve to extinguish. 

it. The king, indijfferent to every thing but his pleasures, 
easily yielded, and both the Bernstorfls quitted Denmark, 
to the great regret of aU good and wise men. 

On the 1 8th of February, 1772, the old count died at 
Altona ; and when his nephew, Count Andreas, (after the 
tixin of Struenseeand his party), visited Copenhagen in 
the following summer, he was earnestly solicited to accept 
a situation in the government, and was shortly afterwards 
appointed to the post of minister for the foreign depart- 

* '' The prince (Frederick) has received no other mark of 
bounty from nature or fortune than royal, birth. He is very muck 
deformed^ and this personal imperfection has gained him the appella- 
tion of /iic^rc^ the Third among those who do not love the court, 
though it undoubtedly originated among the English.'* 

'' As to Prince Frederick, nature j it is said, has very 
completely disqualified him for affairs of gallantryj* A more 
judicious, instructive, and entertaining traveller ; namely, the Rev. 
William Coxe, visited Denmark in 1779, and was presented to this 
prince, and Sophia Frederica, his wife! It shewed no small 
degree of magnanimity in the royal pair to admit an English tourist 
to a private audience. What reparation could Mr. Wraxall make 
for the propagation of a scandal that went to throw on his consort the 
suspicion of being an aduhress, and to adsert the illegitimacy of her 
children ? It was a cruel and a cowardly attack, disgraceful to the 
author, and injurions to the character of his country. Vide a Tour, 
Ac. by Mr. Nat. WraxaH, p. 53 and 54, 3d Edkioii, 1776. 

h2 
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The coolneaa and resenre with whidi the En^^Ufll^. 
were receiTed at court, and the mistrust with vhich 
tfaieir iEtteps were watched, were indignanily MA- 
aad complained of; but those persbna fi»got:thej 
had. expressed nothing but hatred and conteaij^ty 
aild almost openly strove to excite discmiteikCwid. 

meot, which hii uncle had filled with so much credit to 
hm^^lf, and b^iefit to the nation* 

.He was chiefly inJEstramental in elfecling the eEglmngc 
of tibe counties of Oldenburg and Delmenhont ibr paft at 
the duchy of Holstein, which had long been a bone .of 
(^tention between Russia and Denmark. A trtalj to 
tttis eOect was concluded, on the 81st of May, 1T7S; and, 
lUs matter, which was of great importance to pennaik, 
was fhus set at rest 

On the breaking out of the Americao war, Bemstoiff 
adopted and brought to perfection a wise system of 
neutrality, which was of essential consequence to a nation, 
not able to contend with the great maritime powers. 

On the 28th of February, 1780, during hostilities be- 
twec^n England, and France and her allies; Denmark, 
Russia, and Sweden, formed a coalition in defence of 
their neutrality, which was respected at that period, and 
enabled the three powers to carry on their usual trade 
without much interruption. This northern coalition was 
however neither forgotten nor forgiven by Great Britain, 
and was one of the primary causes of her subsequent 
hostilities with Denmark. 

To particularise the benefits that ensued to Denmark 
during the ministry of Count Bernstorff, would be endless : 
esteemed and honored both abroad and at home, his 
situation was most enviable; it was such as could not fail 
to attract the attention of aspiring courtiers, whose merits 
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revolt. There can be no doubt that English hauteur, 
and English prejudice, had a powerful tendency 
to mature that antipathy which paved the way for 
the accessrion of Denmark, in 1780, to the armed 
neutraUty of the northern powers. At the pre- 
sent hour this mischievous spirit is at work. The 

were completely thrown in the shade, by a comparison 
with his personal good qualities and public virtues. A 
party was secretly formed, with the view of displacing 
him from the pre-eminent situation he held. To create 
disgust, and induce him to resign, every practicable 
obstacle was thrown in his way, and opposition raised, to 
thwart his plans for the public benefit. As long, however, 
as he could be of service to the country, he continued in 
ofiBce, and disregarded the shafts of envy that were levelled 
at him by his opponents. At length, perceiving that he 
could not stem the current of opposition, he resigned his 
situation as minister, on the SOth of November, 1780 ; and 
like Ciucinnatus, retired to the plough, and his estate, 
without a murmur, but with the most fervent wishes for 
the future prosperity of the country. To his friend Mun- 
ther he said, eight years afterwards, " if they dismiss ine 
ten times, and recall me as often, I will return, if th^ 
country can be benefited by my abilities.** 

Rare words ! the test of the intrinsic worth of a minis* 
ter, of which there are few instances. 

When the Prince Royal assumed the reins of govern- 
ment in 1784, Count BernstorfiF was reinstated in his high 
office, to the great joy of the nation.' In 1786 a general 
emancipation of the peasantry took place in Denmark,. of 
which he had set the example on his own estate. During 
the following year a variety of internal regulations and 
improvements occurred in the financial system. In 1789, 
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^same blmd, indiscrimiaate fiuror seems to aniinate 
the gmat majority of our political writers; and the 
clouds that are concentrating round our national 
character in eTery country of the old and new 
continent, forebode a storm that at no great dis- 
tance of time may, by undermining the foundatioa 

wb^n war was declared between Swedeu and Russia ; 
and Deamark was called npon to fulfil the article of a 
treaty which stipulate, that ip case Russia was attacked 
Denmark should send an auxiliary force to her asisist^ ' 
mce ; Connt Bernstorff attended the prince, who mad© 
mn irruption with 12,000 men from Norway Into the 
Swedish territories ; and GotteDburg wotiid inevitably 
bave falleD, had not the English aad Prussian ministera 
interpo^, and obtained a cessation ot hostilities, which 
eTentually ended m a treaty of peace* 

At the commencement, and during the early part of 
the French revolution, when England declared war 
against France, the situaticm of Denmark w^ truly 
critical. Here again the genius of this truly great mm 
prevented the country from being crushed between (be 
mighfy powers ; and although a new code of maritime 
laws established in the English admiralty court, and the 
laws of nations were disregarded by the contending 
powers, yet the system of neutrality, so beneficial to the 
Danish nation, was not departed from, in its conseqa^ce9 
was productive of great mercantile advantage to/ the 
country. As a token of the general satisfaction, a gold 
medal was presented to Count Bernstorfif, on the, prinq^ 
royal's birth-day, the 28th of January, 1795. 

The- following letter, describing the circumstance, was 
wrote by a gentleman of Copenhagen, at that period : 

<< The interest you take in the political affiairs of the 
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of our foreign commerce, wrest the trident of the 
seas from the grasp of our country- . 

The antipathies created by the dethrone** 
ment and exile of queen Caroline. iMatilda» iiad 
scarcely ceased to operate, when an unconstitu* 
tional desire to tax our colonists in North America, 

north of Europe, induces me to inform you of vh^t has 
transpired here respecting our very deserving mioister of 
state, Count Bemstorff, whose private character^ morij 
principles, and benignity of manners, ^reias weli known 
as the prudence, steadiuess, and hoqor of his conduct in 
public life. . . . ' 

^* It is to him we are indebted for our present tran- 
quillity. He was the principal cause oi Denmark not 
jofning in the present detrimental and destructive war, 
the fatal consequences of which. make humanity bleed 
and blush throughout Europe. 

*^ Though partly deprived of the benefits due to an 
independent nation in her lawful trade, we yet enjoy the 
comforts of peace» in hopes of ultimately obtaining entire 
satisfaction for the injuries that trade has received from 
the belligerent powers. 

^^ Acknowledging mp^ devoutly the blj^iugs of 
heaven, we at the same, tioie ^cknowl^ge how muqh we 
are indebted to the man^ ^wbosie arduous t^tsk , it became to 
unmask perfidious iosinuatioxis^, aud ta reject haughty 
proposals of ruinous partiQipfitipn.:. Ifq, species of war is 
just but that in defence of oup^ Uii:^, rjights, and libertyi-* 
ruin and shame inevitably attafid the.xifEender. Such 
ought to be the maxims of every moral statesman ; and a 
minister destitute of morality is a curseiupcn^ the people. 

<( Count Bernstortr is a blessing to ur. Convinced of 
this, numbers of pitixens have joined in proving iheix 
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without admitting them to actual representation in 
the distant legislature by which such burthens were 
to be imposed, gave rise to that unnatural and 
disastrous war, the sad effects of which, though 
painfully humihating to our pride and formidable 
to our power, have as yet been slightly felt in 

EatJs faction and gratitude by sending him a gold medat, 
representing a striking likeness of bimself, with this 
mscription : 

*' Bernstorff^ Mimsier of State in Denmark.^'' 

" On the reverse side is a compasfi, inscribedj 
** Wilkout Alteration:" 

** I need not explain the sense of this bold idea; it 
is as explicit and true as the frailties of mortals allow. 

*' The medal, with the following letter^ was delivered 
by an uq known person^ 

" * To the man of his king and country, the raost noble 
Bemstorff, who proved to Europe that true state wisdom 
consists in justice and peace, and, supported by strenuous 
perseverance, is the greatest honor in all governments* — 
To him, discerning feUow-citizens hereby convey the 
inclosed proof of their gratitude, 

'^ ^ The faithful subjects of these realms, in presenting 
the most worthy citizen with their thanks, which he 
deserves, preferred this memorable day, because it 
reminds every friend of their country of that benefit 
which has been effected in these latter years, for the pros-r 
perity of the state, and the cause of humanity. 

"From BAN]gs and Noewegians devoted to their 
King and Country. 
The 28«i January, 1705.' 

^* The subscribers, preferring a la oble deed tothe empti- 
iiess of public shew, remain asi yfef unktiown; ' ^ '' ' - 
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comparison to what may too probably be appre- 
hended as the result of future wars more bloody 
and more fierce ! — 

As soon as the leaders of the American pa- 
triots resolved to risk a war, rather than admit 
a principle, to the baleful effects of which no 

*^ You must observe, that the 28th of January is our 
worthy prince royal's birth-day, whose appUcation to his 
extensive and important duties is perhaps unparalleled, 
and whose firmness and constant attachment to justice and 
honour entitle him to every distinction and encourage* 
ment. His royal highness, in supporting so able a minister 
in whatever is just, and he on the other side being a faith- 
ful friend to the prince, the choice of the day was noble 
and applicable." 

This testimony of the public regard was highly grate- 
ful ta him. The following year another medal was struck 
on his own birth-day, and presented to him : this was the 
last year of his eventful life. In May 1797, his mental 
and corporeal powers were exhausted ; and after a short 
illness, during which he was attended by Callisen and 
Hensler, his personal friends, and the most eminent of the 
faculty, and daily visited by the prince royal, he expired, 
to the great regret and sorrow of the whole nation. His 
funeral was honored by the attendance of the prince and 
royal family, and followed by persons of the first conse- 
quence in Copenhagen. The last words of Bishop Balle, 
in his funeral oration were, ** Happy Bernstorff ! Peace 
to thy ashes ! — a blessing to thy family ; revered be thy 
memory !" How glorious is the death of such a man ! 
what an example to posterity ! how much more gratifying 
to the feelings of his surviving children is the daily sight 
of the isimple pedestal erected by his grateful tenants, 
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probable limits could be assigned, they adopted 
measures to briog into their ports those naval and 
warlike stores which the awful contest in which 
they were about to engage, rendered essential to 
their safety and their success- The anti-stadt- 
holdian party in Holland, delighted at the pros- 
pect of a w^r between Great Britain and her 
coloniesj were not slow in assuring the American 
republicans of every kind of support in their power 
to afford : nor were these idle promises. They 
harassed and perplexed the stadtholder by call- 
ing for the increase of the Dutch navy, and the 
enforcement of the doctrine, *^Jree ship, Ji^ee goods. '^ 
The Dutch press teemed with pubh cations intended 
to hurt the character of the British, and animate 
the courage of the American colonists. The most 
wealthy merchants in Holland exported for the 
use of the insurgents all sorts of contraband of 
war. Those supplies were usually sent to St. Eu- 

daring his life-time, in commemoration of a single act of 
b^Oi^cence, which alone immortalised the name of Beni^ 
glorff, than the superb mausoleum that decorates the ashes 
of Juliana Maria at Roskild, a gloomy depository of 
unrelenting jealousy and ambition, and which, th^ 
beholder regards with apathy and indifTerence. 
^< A cordial his sustains, that cannot fail: ,. 

By pleasure unsubdued, unbroke by. pain, . , 

He shares in that omnipotence he trusts : , c i 

All-bearing, all-attempting, till he falls, . j 

And, when he falls, writes vici on his shield : 
From magnanimity^ all fear above : - , ^ 

From nobler recompence, above applause." ; 
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statius and Cui;acoa, and thence transported to 
their ulterior destination. Many of those ships 
and cargoes were captured by British cruizers, 
and condemned. Regardless of their own viola- 
tion of neutral rights, in plunging into a trade so 
likely to involve the republic in war, they be- 
sieged the stadtholder (William, the Fifth) with 
complaints and remonstrances, terming those cap-^ 
tures that, on the broadest principle of the law of 
natioiis, were legally inade and condemned, the 
" piratical depredations of Great Britain on their- 
defenceless ships'' They called aloud for war to 
avenge those imaginary wrongs, and accused 
William the Fifth of having been bribed by the 
court of St. James's to permit the ruin of the 
navy and the commerce of Holland ! 

Whilst the merchants of Holland were striving, 
by every means in their power, to create a war 
between Great Britain and the states of Holland; 
conscious of the overwhelming power of the foe 
whose vengeance they feared even whilst they 
provoked it, — they looked about them for the 
securest means of protecting their ships and 
commerce from its power. A year prior to the 
commiencement of actual war,- they resolved to 
cafry on their contraband commerce under the 
mask of neutral flags : and the better to screen 
their speculations frqm the observation of their 
government, they exported large supplies of naval 
stores, arms, and ammunition, under the protection 
of neutral flags, and as neutral property s, About 
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the year 1778, a meeting of the principal Baltic 
morchants was held at Amsterdam, That com- 
mercial leviathan, Mr. Claas Taan, sen. of 
Zaaiidamj* acted as president. The object of the 
meeting was to devise means of securely carrying 
on their eomnierce mider a neutral flag. On ac- 
count of its local situation, the city of Embden 
was fixed on as the chief emporium of this vile 
traffic, which was founded on fraud, and could 
only be supported by a deliberate and organised 
system of tbrgery and false swearing. A nominal 
firm was, for this purpose, then established, under 

• The float bg property of Mr. Tftan %vas, at this period, on an 
average, equal to one nrillioii sterling. He vfm sole proprietor of 
fnrt^ Greenland ships, beaidcs other veseelss he possessed no fewer 
t\mn ihirly mills at Ztandamf the rich village on the river Y, m 
celebrated for its legions of windmifk It was here that Peter the 
First worked as a ship-wright. The inhabitants were formerly pro- 
verbial for the insolence of wealth ; affecting at the same time the 
dress and manners of Boors^ (i, e, clowns or countrymen). Mr. 
Hope, the banker, had about this period a foreign bill due for a very 
large amount, accepted by one of those village merchants. He 
took with him an English gentleman who was desirous of seeing the 
interior of their houses. They found the man of wealth, clad in a coarse 
brown jacket, with large silver buttons^ huge breeches, a vast flapt 
hat, and klompers, (i, e, wooden shoes). He was employed with a 
shovel, cleaning out a ditch. The proud Zaandammer, when 
he learnt the errand of Mr. Hope, took him leisurely into his house, 
and in a careless way asked him to name the coin in which he wished 
to receive his bill. Betwieen gold ducats, the highest, and sest- 
halves, the lowest, current specie, there were many kinds ; and by 
(his challenge it was clear he was prepared with a sufficient som of 
each sort to pay a bill, the amount of which appeared particularly 
lurgo, even-to Mr. Hope. 
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the patronage of Mr. Claas Taan, namely Messrs. 
Gerrit and Barend Van 01st, Brouwer and Co. 
of Embden. 

But as Denmark was a maritime state, pos- 
sessing at that period thirty ships of the line, 
nine fifties^ and twenty frigates ; and iSnding its 
carrying trade prodigiously increased, the Danish 
court seemed well disposed to protect its flag with- 
out inquiring too minutely as to the neutrality of its 
employment: it wa6 therefore determined, as well 
as the Prussian, to use the Danish flag. Nomi- 
nal firms were immediately established in Copen- 
hagen and at Altena. In the former city, the 

celebrated De C k, the rich possessor of 

Drottningaard* was the principal Dutch agent. 
That man was employed in very large masked 
concerns, principally for the Dutch East India 

* This maa having acquired his wealth at the risk of eternal per- 
dition to his soul, set up at last for a man of tasU. The fame of his 
plenteous table and delicious wines soon spread abroad, and tasteful 
travellers of all nations, crowded to his magnificent villa to toiie of 
the delicacies that abounded. The infamy of the man was forgotten 
in the luxuries that he dispensed Air. Jens Woolfe, who, as Danish 
consul-geneml, must have had no small experience in such matters, 
though free from the taint of committing those crimes, has made 
tolerably free with this amateur in the arts of perjury and forgery. 
He has given an emblematical vignette representing De Coninck 
taking his wine in an extensive and magnificent library, his hack 
turned on the books, whilst a servant appears bringing in a dish of 
some sort in his hand. A couple of enormously /a^ swtrte are amusing 
themselves in the same room, routing in the litter tl^t seems spread 
on the Boor! Vide Northern Tdur, p. 
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jOMBipaoy, and the govenun^t of. Hc^kpcL Bk 
mormoiia fortune waa. acquired bjF.Uiie wpntgnmA^ 
cal commission of those crimes, for. whidi leas 
^vealthy criminals were continuaUy beings icmn 
.dfitimed to the gallows in England ; . and in Dear 
jiiaik and Holland to the sererest^ pimiahiiifftt 
.ftbortof death, andperpcftual impriscmment iaivpiial 
Exclusive of the De C — ^k^; th^rd^^^mie 
*wveral other firms of the same vile natoxe ,es* 
itaUished in the ports of Denmark. At AltBM^ 
4Iie violation of iHAritime neutrality, was divried 
on to an incredible extent Th^first persott iitlta 
aet up as a dealer in false papers and falae m&b, 
'was a DMtoA ^chooimaHer, mmed MendriekYan 
.Dor Berg, who was employed by the brothers, 
Messrs. Pieter and ComeliuisCorver, of Zaandam. 
Immense commercial speculations were conducted 
by Mr. Pieter Corver, under the Danish flag, on 
Dutch account, in the name of Hendrick Van Der 
Berg. Many of those eormous Dutch mast- 
carrying vessels, almost as large as line of battle 
ships, were freighted with all sorts of naval 
stores, consigned, nominally on Danish account 
and risk, to the ports of Holland and France, and 
the new trans-atlantic republic. In this manner 
was a seductive, lucrative, but infamous traffic, 
first introduced into Denmark; by which the 
legal and creditable paths of legitimate com- 
merce were too generally abandoned ; the name 
and calling of a merchant degraded; the neu- 
trality of Denmark radically violated ; and the 
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foundation laid for those terrible scourges with 
which that kingdom has since been visited. At this 
period the increase of commerce in the Danish 
ports at home and abroad, was prodigiously great. 
The tonnage of her commejcial marine apparently 
experienced an immense increase. Her master- 
mariners and mates, found plenty of employ; 
but it was of a nature that uprooted every prin- 
ciple of moral virtue. They were hired by such 

men as the De C- ks to navigate vessels that 

belonged to subjects of belligerent powers, par- 
ticularly Holland, They earned their daily bread 
by daily perjuries. They were taught to laugh at 
the sanctity of oaths. The example spread from 
the cabin to the forecastle. Mates, cooks, and 
the men before the mast, in case of capture by a 
belligerent power, were expected to swear in 
corroboration of the simulated papers. From this 
polluted source, a stream of contaminated riches 
flowed into Denmark, derived from the mercenary 
protection extended to the ships and commerce 
of the enemies of Great Britain. Our native 
merchants were however, at this period untainted 
with the infamy of following those bad examples. 
Count Bernstorff found the finances of Den- 
mark in utter disorder. The expense of the 
royal court, of numerous and heavy pensions, and 
the interest of the national debt, made heavy 
drains on private property. After many great 
retrenchments, it was scarcely practicable to find 
resources to meet the current expenses. Such 
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was the state of affairs when the first American 
war broke out Count Bernstorff was well in- 
formed as to the illegal conimercial enterprises of 
Danish merchants. Fie knew of, and toierat&i th^ 
masked establishments set up at Copenhagen and 
Altena for the neutralization of belligerent com-, 
merce. Instead of tearing up by the roots those 
demoralising institutions, he connived at thei 
existence, and framed the munieipal laws of Den* 
mark to favor their operation. In doing this, the, 
count shewed a deficiency of true pohtical science. 
The ships thus covered belonged principally to, 
Dutch merchants. It was Dutch capital that waa 
employed- All the principal repairs were done in i 
Dutch ports. The perjured neutral isers gained 
about two per cent, on the nominal transfer of the 
ships. An annual tribute was paid by the owmer, 
called " protection nwnei/,'' equal to about four 
shillings per ton measurement, or two per cent, 
on the gross amount of all freights. For the neu- 
tralization of cargoes, one per cent, on the amount, 
exclusive of a fee for each certificate. The most 
solemn public averments were sold i?i blank, with 
the seals of offices, and the formal oath regularly 
attested and witnessed! Such were the leading 
features of that polluted traffic that was sanctioned 
by Count Berastorff. That statesman was wrong, 
as it either respected morality or profit. If he had 
maintained the integrity of the Danish flag, the 
capital and Industry of his countrymen would 
have soon created a trade really neutral, that 
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Would have been far more lucrative, permanenty 
and Untainted by crime. The count, by winking 
at the criminal avarice of unprincipled merchants, 
became their idol. It was this secret bias that 
led him so strongly to advocate the rights of 
neutral flags, as laid down in the treaty of 
Utrecht, and admitted by the treaty of 1766, be- 
tween England and France. He wished to se^ 
Denmark enriched at the expense of ijrreat 
Britain, but not to wrest from the latter the sove- 
reignty of the seas. As the flames of war ex- 
tended from America to Europe, the greater was 
the mass of Dutch, French, and Spanish commerce 
thrown into the hands of pseudo neutrals. Neutral 
papers, neutral flags, were publicly advertised for 
sale in the ports of Holland, France, and 8pain< 
Innumerable captures and detentions was the 
result. The law of nations was annihilated* The 
maritime rights of Great Britain, founded on public 
law, and essential to her safety, were trampled on 
and set at nought. The Danes became exasperated 
against England for interrupting a trade that 
was alike lucrative, illegal, and immoraL In all 
the ports of £urope> gigantic preparations, were 
seen for preparing the vaunted armament that 
was to execute the vengeance of Europe, destvoy 
the navy of Great Britain, and restore the liberty 
of the seasl 

By an extraordinary combination of circum-* 
stances the most despotic courts of Barope united 
against Great Brita^ to give liberty to tie armed 



k' 



258 SECRET HISTORY OF THE 

and revolted colonists ! The Danea aud the Swedes 
seemed to have laid aside mutual animosities: they 
joined ia alliance with Russia. Pressed as England 
was at all points, even in the British Channel, by the 
fleets of herenemies, her naval greatness might then 
have received its death wound, i( the coalesced 
powers had been sincere, and true to each other. 
Happily for Great Britain, there existed an invete- 
rate jealousy between Sweden and Denmark : the 
latter court had the worse possible opinion of Gnsta" 
yus the Third. Count Berastortf foresaw that if a 
great naval battle took place, Ca therine would so ma- 
ttage, that her fleets, if fortune were adverse, should 
suflfer the least; and run away with the fame and 
prq/ktoQf if victorious. He foresaw the probability of 
the naval power of Denmark being crushed in the 
contest if she once comoiitted herself fully; thence 
he determined to avoid extremities. The impe- 
rious Catherine saw his drift; which was mani- 
fest by his inserting an article in the treaty 
with Russia, stipulating that Denmark should be 
allowed to maintain " its Jhrmer alliances,'^ The 
insertion of this article neutralised Denmark, 
alarmed Gustavus, and filled Catherine with rage; 
offended Juliana Maria, and caused equal disap* 
pointment* anger, and regret in the courts of 
Berlin, Versailles and Madrid. 

Attempts were made to conciliate Count Bem- 
storff, and induce him to withdraw the netdrakiwg 
clause. The king of Prussia sent Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick to remonstrate on the subject 
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The Prince assured the count of the perma- 
nence of his high office, if he yielded, and naie-* 
naced him with instant dismission if he persisted. 
The queen dowager, Juliana Maria, supported the 
arguments of Prince Ferdinand. She was anxi- 
ous to see the splendor and power of the house of 
Hanover humbled and greatly reduced. Count 
BemstorfF was, however, inflexible. He re- 
tired from Denmark; accompanied by the morti- 
fying consideration that he had offended all the 
great powers. Great Britain by having favored 
the enormous breaches of commercial neutrality, 
wiich had so materially contributed to give rise 
j:o this northern confederacy. And all the nor- 
thern courts were displeased by his inserting an 
article that neutralised the naval power which Den- 
loark was bound to supply. 

The dismissal of Count Bemstorff, caused a 
vast accession of influence to the queen dowager. 
Guldberg, the preceptor to Prince Frederick, and 
favorite of his mother, who was called Private 
Secretary to the king, was, at this period, the 
eflScient minister' for foreign affairs. The influ- 
ence of Count BernstorfF, and the British cabinet, 
being still thought' too great in the council of 
state, an alteration was deemed expedient, by 
which the deliberative power of the boards of 
commerce, finance, and* the marine, was com^ 
pletely superseded. After the fall of Struensee 
the old mode of government was re-established. 
The president of the council of > state ' recom- 
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n^end^ alt publie H^asures to tke kioig, — wfao* 
sigaed the mandates^ which were tranamitted U> 
those boards for execution. 

After the dismissal of Couat BernstQrfi^ Wh 
mkrior cab'meU very simi^ to that of Matilda zxA 
Struensee, was established. The council of atate 
\ras passed over ; and the boards were directed Uy 
execute the orders of the Kn^ — ^who continued 
in a sooat deploorable state of mental insbbecility ! 
The queen dowager bad possession of hifii pe^- 
aon; and as she could obtain his signature t|at^ 
Qvery document laid hefiore him, nearly the mofi^ 
Jund of interior government was, erected fa tim^ 
for the establishment of which Strueivaee wsMi^ 
condenmed to die. By this step Juliana dbtau^ed 
the most despotic power. A power that sAie 
retained till the son of the unjEbrtunate Matilda*, 
aided by the aeci et council of Count Bernstorff, 
vrested the reins of government from her hai¥j»r. 
an4 drove her into a retirement whence she: 
emerged no naore^ 

Although deprived of office by &)reign in^ 
fluenee, Count Bernstorff nevev despaired oC bee 
ing restored. lie kept up an occasional cori^esh 
pondence with Great Britain ; and waa well 
seived by his ag^ita at his own courts who in- 
formed him of all that passed ; and^ whenever 
opfMMTtunity served, strove to in^pf ess the crown^ 
prince with the naost favorable sentijiaents to-- 
wards that statesman. 

Even at this period, it is pirobaible JiuUana haid^ 
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not abandoned a!l hope of excluditig the heir ap- 
parent from the throne. He was kept as much 
as possible in the baick ground. Her emissaries 
filled the residence with reports much to his dis- 
advantage ; representing him as stupid and ia*- 
tractable, and insinuating that he was affected 
with the same mental imbecility that had, so 
many years, incapacitated his father from go*» 
v^rning. Christian tlie Seventh was confirmed 
before he was fourteen, and immediately took his 
pbce in the council of state. The soverieignty 
was now vested in Juliana. The crown princ* 
^attained his fourteenth year ; yet not a symptom 
was shewn that indicated an intention on the part 
of Juliana to permit that solemn ceremony. The 
cause of this repugnance was evident. As soon 
a6 the Prince was confirmed, she could not ex*- 
elude him, except by violence, fpotn taking his 
Beat iti the council. She feared the influence of 
his presence there; well knowing that he was 
liot the weak and talentless boy that he had been 
represented. It was believed that the advice, of 
M* Guldberg prevented Juliana Maria from at*- 
tempting to set the succession of the crbwn 
prince aside. As the period approached wh^n his 
public examination must, of necessity, take place^ 
and also his admission into the council of statfe, 
a new mode of treatment waft adopted. General 
Eichstedt, who was nominated g-wentor of th6 
crown prince, on the arrest of his unhappy mo*- ^^ 
Aer, was removed. His preceptor, Mf . Sporor, ^j 
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who was erroneously thought to be a favorite 
with the crown prince, was appointed Secretary of 
the council ; that was filled with persons in whom 
Juliana had the most confidence, and wherein 
M. Guldberg held almost unlimited sway. 

In January, 1784, the crown prince com- 
pleted his sixteenth year. In stature he was 
much like the king,. His complexion very fiEur; 
his eye-brows very bushy for a youth of his age: 
his hair almost white. Though a plain likeness, 
he bore a strong resemblance of his unfortunate 
mother. 

On the 28th of January, the birth-day of the 
prince, the queen dowager augmented the pen"- 
sions of several courtiers, and created eight new 
knights of the order of the Holy Ghost. Amongst 
them was M. Molckte, steward of the household. 
One of those sudden turns in politics that some- 
times reconcile the most jarring interests, led to 
the restoration of peace between the Counts 
BernstorfF and Schak Ratlau. The latter noble- 
man had, like Count Rantzau, lent himself, 1780, 
to the queen dowager, and aided her in driving 
Count BernstorfF into retirement. Feeling him- 
self of less consequence than he expected, or 
seeing a chance of bettering his fortune, he made 
private offers to the crown prince, by whom they 
were accepted, who displayed in his secret 
correspondence with Count Bernstoi-ff a firm 
and sensible mind. Such was his discretion, he 
did not acquaint Count Ratlau of his intercourse 
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with Bernstorff, whilst to the latter he communi- 
cated every thing proposed by the former. As 
the eventful day approached, the crown prince 
assumed a more free and friendly demeanor to- 
wards his step-mother and her son. Without 
descending to any gross or culpable duplicity, he 
completely deceived M. Guldberg, and even his 
preceptor, M. Sporon. Not so with the lynx- 
eyed Juliana. She found means tp ascertain the 
existence of a secret correspondence. This fact 
she communicated to M. Guldberg, who admo- 
nished her with much earnestness, not to risk the 
fatal consequences that he foresaw would result 
from her pushing matters to extremities. — He 
told her that he believed a crisis was at hand 
that would be fatal to her power ; and if she acted 
rashly, probably to her own life and that of her 
son. She had wisdom enough to take in good 
part the counsel of a man, who had shewn himself 
in every thing her firm unshaken friend. She 
promised to abstain from acts of violence ; and 
he was not so tired of being efficiently the first 
minister of the crown, as to recommend a volun- 
tary surrender of the reins of government. 

Ambition being Juliana's leading passion, she 
could have met death with less horror than a blow 
that must annihilate lier political power, and force 
her into retirement. Contrary to the advice of 
M. Guldberg, she went to the apartment of the 
crown prince, and accusing him of holding a se- 
cret correspondence, would have proceeded to 
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iaterrogation. He listened to her with the most 
profound attention; and when she had finished 
speakings with a careless air, he said — " As you 
arc ceriatn^ madam, it is so, have the kindness to 
inform me from whom have you derived the infor* 
mation ? I shall then know v^hat answer to give/' — 
She perceived there was nothing to be obtained 
by interrogatories, aiid withdrew. 

Count Berastorfl' was pretty well assured that 
M* Quldberg would not risk his life and fortune by 
encouraging the queen dowager to defend by 
force her iDegal power. The count remained at 
his estate, but every thing was guided by his 
wisdom. He had secured the support of some M 
officers of high rank. The commandant of the 
citadel engaged, if the attempt failed, to give that 
fortress up to the crown prince, aa a place of safe 
retreat for himself and adherents. 

On the 28th March, 1784, he being then sixteen 
y€iars and two months old, the crown prince was 
ccmfirmed in the royal chapel of Christianborg, 
in the presence of the whole court, the foreign 
ministers, the great officers of state; and otbct 
persons of distinction, who had been invited. JMbri 
Basholm, first chaplain to the king, interrogated 
him as to his religious creed. The examin^sitioii 
continued a long time : and the crown prince 
made his responses in a firm, manly, deliberate, 
and very audible tone of voice. His demeancNT 
was mild, dignified, and collected; giving the 
most coinplete refutation to the calumme^ that 
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liad been so industriously spread. Juliana was 
astonished and dismayed. The impression he 
made on the audience was such that many ac- 
tually were affected even to the shedding of 
tears. When Count Bemstorff was assured of the 
firmness and capacity which the crown prince, dis- 
played on this trying test, he anticipated complete 
success, when the great attempt should be made. 
At length the hour arrived that was destined 
finally to destroy the power of Juliana and her 
party, and effect a change almost as great in the 
Danish government as that which followed the 
arrest of Matilda. Having received the sacra- 
ment, the crown prince was admitted as a mem- 
ber of the privy council, and succeeded his uncle, 
(Prince Frederick,) as presideilt. On the morning 
of the 1 4th of Aprils he took the oath prescribed. 
At the moment of relieving guard, when a double 
proportion of the garrison was under arms, he 
gave personal orders that no one should quit his 
post without permission from himself. The coun- 
cil were assembled in the king's apartment: his 
uncle was presept. The crown prince addressed 
himself to the king his father, stating that the law 
now called on him to govern ; to do which effi*- 
ciently, he required a council in whom both him- 
self and the nation had confidence. He then pro- 
duced a miemoir that he had composed, and 
which, having read in a firm, deliberate tone of 
voice, he laid before the king, and requested his 
signature. — 'The poor imbecile monardb^ who had 
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: m many yean been kept io abictAvlyfic^ 
tiaa» appeared to hesitate. One of the Qieniben 
t) arose, and said, '^ Yonr royal hig^ 
nbk the king cannot sign suck a pBfffr 
vlkMldiieoonsideiation/-^He had the^boldness 
cm to attempt to snatdi the paper iran die 
prinoe a hand. — Taming ronnd to Ihe coont^ with 
an air full of dignity and oouiage» the croim 
pdnoe said, ** Itis not, sir, for you to adv]js4 tlie 
king on such an occasioa; but I that aAi ior* 
apparent to the throne, and respoDsible to the 
Count Schak Ratlau was in the confi- 
! of the prince ; and he remained silent. Gold- 
berg was also silait, appearing thereby to acqui- 
eaoe. Prince Frederick looked astomshed and 
dismayed. The crown prince then laid t^ pqpifts 
before his father, by whom they were immedi' 
ately signed. The papers were immediately car- 
ried by a confidential agent to the royal chan- 
cery, and entered in the records of the crown. 
Being thus authorised to act, the crown prince 
addressed himself to the council in a mild, yet 
decisive tone, and announced their dismissal.^ 
He informed them that he had nominated a new 
council, and appointed Count Bernstorff first 
minister of the crown. He assured the discarded 
members of his great regard, and qualified their 
grief and mortification by promising them indem^ 
nification in pensions, or some other equivalent 

* lloncocronei Slchman, Molcktc, Eicbstedt, and Goldberg* 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 267 

To his uncle he behaved with the utmost te- 
spect and deference, entreating him to honor 
the new council with, his presence, and assist 
him with his advice. 

From the council-room, the crown prince went 
to the caiStle-guard, and addressed the officers of 
the regiments of hofse and foot then on duty, 
whom he found assembled agreeably to his orders. 
They imniediately bound themselves by an oath 
to obey him. He then passed oa to the queen^s 
niagnificent apartment, to whom he comimuni'- 
cated the important change that had taken place I 
Notwithstanding the blow was expected, it 
seemed almost to annihilate that haughty woman. 
The prince looked at her with pity, and spoke to 
her in the mildest terms. He told her she was 
at liberty if she pleased to retain the same 
apartments and household attendants. He gave 
her a choice of any of the royal castles for her 
country residence ; but, he also gave her to 
understand that she must no more interfere ia 
affairs of state ! 

He left Juliana scarcely able to reply, and 
met the assembled new council, (Bernstorff ex- 
cepted), the governor of Copenhagen, the com- 
mandant of the citadel, the commanding officers 
of the battaUons in garrison, the colonel of the 
Copenhagen armed burgers, and the chief officers 
of police ; telling them it was his orders only to 
i^hich they were in future to pay obedience ! 

Expresses were sent every hour to Count 
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BenBtarff to inform him how matters were going 
wm. When the revolution was completed, the 
cxown prince sent him an appointment to kid 
former office, as minister for foreign afiairs^ which 
was vacant by the dismission of Count Roeen* 
craoe, and held, ad interim^ by Count Schak 
Ratlau. 

These important changes were soon known 
in the city, and the heroic conduct of the yoaag 
crown prince loudly applauded. The afiection 
that the inhabitants felt towards him was SDOU 
manifested by the impatience with which thirf 
damoured for the young regent to appear, in 
whom they hoped to see revived the fine qualHiat 
of his grandfather, Frederick the Fifth. An 
immense multitude soon assembled near the fpr&X 
palace. Their shouts and huzzas penetrated 
every recess of that vast edifice, and smote the 
aching heart of Juliana, who trembled with appre- 
hensions even for her personal safety ! Dressed 
in a general's uniform, the modest young prince 
shewed himself to his people, and was hailed by 
plaudits that shook the whole city. Fearless and 
alone, attended only by a single domestic, he 
walked through the midst of the multitude, and 
the principal streets of Copenhagen. He thus 
perambulated the town, without the interference 
of the military ; the crowd keeping at a respect- 
ful distance. The windows and balconies were 
crowded with handsome and well-dressed females, 
who waved their hands awd handkerchiefs, bowing 
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as he passed. Tliese eourtesies he iretura^d^ wdL 
tkus escorted by a people ija whose afFectiow he 
already reigued^ the crown prince re-eatered the 
portals of Christiaixborg. This was the most bril- 
liant day of his life. This prince ha» lived to. 
experience deep and heavy misfortunes* He may 
have adopted injurions measures, but the purity 
of his intentions^ the integrity of his heart, were 
never qiiesitioned ; nor, when his metropolis, waa 
wrapt inflames, and his dominions partitioned^, did*, 
hci ever lose the irespect and confidence of fain 
p^ple* There is no test equal to that of adver- 
sity. When a nation preserves its attachobent to 
a prince overwhelmed by misifortunes, it may 
safely be concluded he merited by his virtuesj, thft 
regard that is bestowed. 

To return from this digression : the high stewgori 
of the palace, and M^ Jacobi, reader to tte king,/ 
were disnwssed. Four chamberlains were ap- 
pointed^ to whom was entrusted the care of the 
I^ng s persoa^t and to provide him amusements^, 
M. Schack was appointed grand master ol th^ 
ceremonies, an office not iacluding: the right of 
access to the king. Upon his retirei^ent from 
thatt Q&ce, it was bestowed on M« d^ Num^eSju 
director of the customs at £lsineur» son, to tlsto 
lady who had the care of the crown prince in hi» 
infancy, Thk gentlei»ai3L was higWy esteeioied 
£q^ hia tal^a aijtd a^^quirements. He bad tra* 
vQll^mu^, SMad vetuide^ in several courts ^ "^li^^air 
possessed of a fine taste, great politeness, a^ a 



KinMr Of T1T£ 

«f Am world. He wbs be- 
Mran of leaniing, and the fine 
tke priMe« preceptor, was 
mmmehicmfljtd to JoliaxiE, to 
chr crown prince. His 
at the heels of his ap- 
receiTed the con- 
on accotint of the 
1 m need of their 

these great events* 
to hb estates in 
by a pension eqaal 
I steriing per annuiQ. 
the raputa- 
man. The mild- 
! his dismissal to be 
ihpi^se who had the honor 
bat by all who had occasioE 
with htm as minister for 
H» ftwly were then recently 
it was frst employed by the 




appointed to a valuable post 
This gentleman owed his for- 
j to his zeal and industry. He 
eaJcuIatOF, rather than a splendid 
Schimmelman, son to the minister 
I eeJebrated on the annals of Den- 
Mfp Stehman as imnister of 
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Instead of oppressing M. Guldberg, who had 
so principal a hand in the misfortunes of his un- 
happy mother, the crown prince allowed him to 
remain high steward to the household of Prince 
Frederick, with pensions to the amount of a thou^- 
sand pounds sterling per annum. This gentleman 
possessed talent more than equal to Struensee's, 
with a judgment incomparably superior. He waa 
temperate, inquisitive, and industrious. He had 
but little taste for light amusements ; and was 
seldom seen at balls or galas. He was devoted 
to domestic duties : a strong indication of a vir- 
tuous mind. He was twice married; his wives 
were own sisters ; daughters of a miller residing 
near Fredensborg. These pages shew the favor 
he enjoyed from Juliana and her son, Prince 
Frederick. That he lent himself too implicitly 
to the views of his royal patron may be admitted. 
It was, perhaps, his only road to power. He had 
at least the merit of enjoying his good fortune 
with exemplary moderation; and exhibiting a 
fidelity to those by whom he was advanced, that 
is highly honorable to his character* 

General Eichstedt, after his dismissal from 
court, and from his colonelship of horse-guards, 
retired to his estates ; honored with the high post 
of lord chamberlain of Denmark. 

Infinitely to the honor of the crown prince, he 
set an example to all the ministers and servants 
of the crown in the respectful delicacy with which 
he treated his dejected, disconsolate step-mother. 
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mud his uncle. He stroTe by the kindest deport^ 
At to soften the stroke that wrested a sceptre 
her hands. His mildness and hunxili^ 
aflEected her proud spirit more than any other 
flK>de of conduct could have done. She saw he 
pitied and forgave her; and it almost broke her 
heart. She soon withdrew from the metropohs; 
fixing her residence at Fredensborg. No hope re- 
■ttined of ever regaining the power she had lost. 
Sollenly resigned, she strove to appear not to 
Ydae what had passed away, equal to the tnash 
qoillity and retirement it procured her. She 
TCsoIved to devote her time to prepare for another 
and a better world ; and her wealth to charitable 
parposes. it must in candour be admitted, if the 
motives that animated her conduct in afiiu^iAf 
the fgdl of Matilda were base, the use that she 
made of the power thus obtained offered no 
small atonement. 

Above all, the mildness and fortitude that dis- 
tinguished the crown prince on this trying occa- 
sion, entitled him to admiration and esteem. 
There was a pensiveness imprinted on his features 
that showed he had not been nursed in the lap of 
fortune. He sought to obtain his legal inherit- 
ance ; but he avoided every thing that looked 
like exultation or triumph. Firm and temperate at 
the moment of peril, his demeanor was marked by 
modesty and discretion. When his enemies were 
overthrown, humanity prevented him from ex- 
posing to loss and degradation, those whom be 
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dismissed from their offices. The ministers whoni 
he had removed, were generally respected as men 
of probity and talent; In the day of prosperity 
they had conducted themselves with modera* 
tion. The fine arts, sciences, commerce, manui 
factures, and agriculture were encouraged. Their 
greatest fault lay in the part which some of them 
had acted in the sad and terrible events of 1772^ 
This was the real cause why the crown prince dis- 
missed them. There was scarcely an individual 
amongst them whom he did not in some way 
or other indemnify : displaying at this early age, 
a degree of wisdom and clemency that gave the 
fairest promise of his becoming a just and mag- 
nanimous sovereign. 

The new ministers appointed by the crown 
prince, at the revolution of 1784, were. Count 
Bemstorff, minister of foreign affairs, and presi- 
dent of the German chancellory; the Baron 
Rosencrantz, president of the college of admi- 
ralty; the Baron Schak Rs^tlau, chancellor of 
the university of Copenhagen ; General Voa 
Huth, commander-in-chief of the artillery, and 
president of the college of war; and, M. Dc 
Stamp, president of the Danish chancellory. 

A biographical sketch of the life of Count 
Bernstorff is already given. 

During the absence of Christian the Seventhj • 
on his travels in England and France, Baron de 
Rosencrantz had the direction of the war depart- 
ment. He was a man of superior intellect, and 

T 
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bberal endowments. His manners were polished 
and graceful : his knowledge of the world exten- 
sive. He possessed every thing requisite to shine 
HI a regal court. 

Baron de Schak Ratlau was valued for his 
talents^ and acquirement in literature and the fine 
arts. He enjoyed the esteem and confidence of 
Denmark, by his noble and generous conduct at 
the commencement of Struensee's administration. 
At the time of this great change. General 
de Huth, had arrived at the venerable age, of 
seventy-five years ; yet, he appeared to possess 
the activity of a man of forty, and all his mental 
faculties were still verdant. He owed his eleva- 
tion principally to his merit. He was bom in 
Hesse Cassel. After serving in several wars, he 
entered the Danish service as a lieutenant-colonel, 
under the administration qf Count St. Germaine. 
He was plain and unassuming in his manners; 
and, exclusive of his professional fame, he en-« 
joyed an unsullied reputation for morality and 
unbending integrity. 

The minister who presided over the Danish 
diancery, was also possessed of qualities, that> 
equally with his compeers, had acquired confi-^ 
dence and esteem. The four first of the new 
ministers were knights of the Elephant, corre- 
sponding in rank with that of the Garter, in Great 
Britain: De Stamp was invested with that of 
Dannebrog. From this period, the crown prince 
dedicated his time to the acquirement of wisdom 
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and experience, whereby to qualify himself to 
reign. Not content with presiding in the council, 
he paid daily visits to his ministers, and most 
frequently to Count Bernstorff. He also attended 
the courts of justice, as well to observe the con- 
duct of the judges, as to gain a practical know- 
ledge of the Danish jurisprudence. 

According to the authority of that intelligent 
writer, Mr. Coxe,* the only foreigner who was 
supposed to have had any prior knowledge of 
these transactions, was Mr. Elliot, who then re- 
sided as British envoy at Copenhagen, who had 
repaired thither from Berlin. The king of Great 
Britain, uncle to the crown prince, was the first 
sovereign to whom the prince royal Communi- 
cated the success of his daring enterprize. Alas I 
how little did that virtuous sovereign, or his 
young nephew, imagine what dreadful visitations, 
in the course of a few years, the fleets and armies 
of Britain would pour on Denmark! Had it 
been foretold, it would have been regarded as some 
frightful vision springing from a distempered brain. 
From this period, the reign of Frederick the Sixth 
maybe considered as commencing : the interesting 
events of which^ will be related in the proper 
place. 

♦ Vide Vol. 5. p. 177. 
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Ai frmimi He rwirfer, </ nme qf /fe fading events 
ifLtmiffd in SweJm a^er the death of Charles 
Tkei/tki tmd tkt better to elucidate the state of thai 
^ttn Gmsiavu^ the Third, overthrew the oligar- 
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CHAR X. 



THE SWEDISH OLIGARCHY. 



The Swedes have ever been celebrated for 
their valour and love of freedom. No nation on 
earth merits a higher character for every manly 
virtue. Under victorious princes, they gained 
abundance of glory, but it vv^as at the expence of 
their independence. Gustavus Adolphus, con- 
sidered merely as a warrior, justly merited the 
title of THE GREAT ; but his deep inroads on the 
constitutional rights of the people, prevented his 
having any valid pretensions to that nobler appel- 
lation THE GOOD. It is a well known trait of the 
character of Charles the Twelfth, that when the 
archbishop of Upsala was about to place the dia- 
dem upon his head, the demi barbarian rudely 
seizing the splendid ornament, placed it himself 
on his head. 

The death of that indiflferent monarch, but great 
soldier^ was regarded as a blessing by a great 
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]Mit of tlK nftdoQ, AdJ if the order of nobility 
ooi foytid means to erect aa oligarchy upoa 
Ae rains of im despotism, the peaceable establish- 
it of a free goTerEment might have ijidemni- 
fied Sweden for all the calamities which had origi- 
nated in his vai^t and irratiooal ambition. 

The sister of Charles the Twelfth, the princess 
TTliica Leonora, for the sake of securing a crown 
tlttt might hare been contested, renounced in 
her own name and that of her descendants and 
siiecessoE^ all claim to absoltite power: and for- 
mallT recognised the right of election to be in the 
natioD in diet assembled. Her husband, Frede- 
rick the First, signed the charter agreed to by 
his consort; he adopted the Lutheran religion^ 
mid wus elected and crowned king of Sweden. 
-J The charter of 1720, was the work of the fac* 

tion called the capst who plumed themselves as 
faithif, because they had stripped the crown of 
undue prerogatires ; and they would have merited 
the appeliation, if instead of founding a grasping 
and de\*ouring oligarchy, they had limited their 
own odious privileges, and extended the liberty 
of the three inferior orders. 

The power of the king, by the letter of th^ 
charter of 1720, was reduced to a mere cypher. 
The monarch had no longer the power to de- 
clare war or make peace^ levy taxes^ raise re- 
cruits, appoint officers of state, or dispose of 
the property of the crown. The king had two 
votes in the senate, and if the voices were equal. 
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the casting vote, in such cases, lay with the 
king- The senate and nubility possessed all the 
power and patronage of government* The three 
inferior orders, namely, the clergy, burgers, and 
peasants, were oppressed, degraded, and mocked 
by a nominal share in the legislative power, but 
void of real authority or influence. 

The following are the principal of articles ton- 
tained in the charter extorted by the senate and 
nobility from the king and queen of Sweden, in 
1720 and 1723, viz. 

*' The supreme power ought to reside for ever 
in the assembly of states, composed of the repre- 
sentatives of the four orders of citizens, the no- 
bility, clergy, burgesses, and the immediate pea- 
sants of the crown- 

" The states, whether convoked or not, shall 
assemble every third year, to review the conduct 
of the senate, colleges, and other departments in 
the execution of the laws entrusted to them ; and 
to adopt such measures as may be necessary for 
the welfare and glory of the realm- 

'* The crowTi of Sweden shall not be held by 
any prince under the age of twenty- one years; 
and the states shall have the right of appointing 
tutors for the education of the royal family, 

*' The legislative power shall be wholly in the 
states, whose consent shall be necessary to give 
validity to the decrees passed by tlie king and 
senate, in the intervals between the meetings of 
the diets. 




-^ ■* Tfce ittta reserre to themsehes the rigbt of 
matmg mr, hm^ m cmfie cvf invasioD or domestic 
mmmmkmB^ the king, in conceit with the senate, 
Msr tike B^^afiei for repelling force by force, 
■khmn wmitiaf for the meeting of the states, 
vhkk Amil, bowerer, be convoked without de- 

^ IW king may com money, but the staDdard 
iWl be regiifaited by the states. 

** The king sfaaU not upon any occasion leare 
Ait iangdom, without the coosent of the states. 

•' In case of a vacancy in the senate, three can- 
didate^ JUtires of Sweden, shall be nominated 
by the states, of whom his majesty shall accept 
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** During the illness, or absence of the kiDg, 
die senate shall sign all public acts. 

*' All the superior military officers, from field- 
marshals to colonels inclusively, shall be appointed 
by the king, 4 

,.v *« The states, assembled m diet, shall give re- 
dress to all persons prejudiced by the regulations, 
or decisions of the states- 

** The ancient privileges of the senate shall be 
for ever inviolable, but no new privilege, relating 
to any separate order, can be valid without the 
consent of the whole. 
^_ ** To these in 1723 were added the following: 

*' The king, in concert with the senate, may 
convoke the states before the expiration of the 
tJiree years, * ^H^^Zi 
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'* Upon the death, absence^ or illness of the 
king, the senate in a body may convoke the states ; 
M^hich they may also do, when the welfare of the 
country, or the liberty of the states, are in danger. 

f^ If, in the above cases, neither the king nor 
the senate shall convoke the states, within the 
time prescribed, the states shall declare every thing 
done in the interval, both at home and abroad, 
null; of which they shall order notice to be given 
by the governor of Stockholm, and the governors 
of the different provinces, that the states may as* 
semble of their own accord at the proper time 
and place. 

** When the throne is vacant, the states, whe- 
ther convoked or not, shall assemble at Stock- 
holm thirty days after the death of the king, and 
shall proceed to a new election. 

** The individuals, who compose the states, shall 
bind themselves by an oath not to propose, agree 
to, or execute any thing that has a tendency to 
change the form of government: and whatey^r 
shall be decreed by the states to the prejudice pi 
the liberty and independence of the nation, shall-^' 
be null and invalid. 

" The senate and the king shall be responsible 
for their conduct in the intervals between the 
meetings of the diet. 

" There shall be a secret committee for affairs 
not proper to be fully discussed; and this shall 
he composed of the three first orders, to thie ex- 
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du&ion of the peasants ; all matterd referred from 
the whole body shaU be settled here, and the 
members shall be absolutely prohibited from con- 
ferriog with foreign miuisters. 

" The states shall make the laws, but they 
shall be signed by the king, and executed in his 
tiame. In default of the king, the senate shall 
aigiif and cause them to be executed. 

•* Each order shall have a vote in the regula- 
tion of affairs relating to the nation in general, 
and the plurality of the four votes shall decide 
the question; but where the just privileges of 
any single order are concerned, the matter must 
be decided by an unanimous vote of all the 
orders/* 

The defects of such a system of government are 
so palpable, they need no elucidation* For the 
exercise of the power wrested from the crown, two 
fierce and powerful factions contested- That 
which Russia supported was called the caps. 
Th&t devoted to the furtherance of the French 
■politics, was known by the appellation of the 
huts. The caps^ to amuse the nation, professed 
their determination to cultivate the friendship of 
Russia, and promote internal and external peace, 
agriculturei and manufactures. The hats sought 
for partisans by extolling the value of a French 
alliance, stimulating the nation to aspire to the 
reconquest of the provinces that formerly belong- 
ed to Sweden, These two factions^ with varied 
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success, carried on their machinations for half a 
century ! alternately or simultaneously in the pay 
of France, Russia, England, or Denmark. 

The martial spirit of the Swedes led them to 
forgive Charles the Twelfth, not only his losses in 
the field of battle, but his despotic principles. It 
could not be denied that his fierce and ungovernable 
ambition had covered Sweden with mourning, but it 
was sorrow unalloyed by dishonour. National pride 
was gratified in -contemplating the exploits of the 
conqueror, whilst his fame poured a blaze of impe- 
rishable glory over his impoverished and exhausted 
country. His faults were all forgotten, and if they 
wept, it was rather on account of his fall, than of 
the sufierings he had entailed on his bleeding 
country. Such being the feelings of the great 
bulk of the population, as it might have been fore- 
seen, the pacific measures of the caps were pub- 
licly condemned as being servile and disgraceful. 
And with diminished resources, and an impove- 
rished exchequer, the prevailing faction rashly 
ventured on a war with Russia. The loss of an 
army of brave men. Count de Lewenhaupt, and 
part of the Swedish territories in Finland and 
Lapland, furnished lasting cause of regret in Swe- 
den, far having suffered itself to be led astray by 
factious chiefs, who, under the plausible pretext 
of paramount regard to the public good, had no 
better object in view than the augmentation of 
their own power and revenues. During this war 
the king had perhaps a secret interest in thwarting. 
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as far as he could, the measures of the senate by 

which his power was shackled, and his splendor 

eclipsed. In revenge, the court of Versailles insti- 

^utMd the slates, or rather the oligarchy, to add new 

traiiimeU to those already fastened on the power of 

the monarclt* by exercising the control of the 

senate over the personal property of the king. — On 

the 25th of March, 1751, at the advanced age of 

seventy^one years, died Frederick the First, who 

wms succeeded by Adolphus Frederick* This 

prince had been married some few years to the 

Princess Louisa of Prussia, sister of Frederick 

the Great; a woman of rare endow^ments, and 

uncommon cultivation; she was the early patron 

of several of those great men, who afterwards 

extended the sphere of humau knowledge, and 

shed an imperishable lustre on their country. 

Sir Charles Linne, K. P. S. Bergmann, and Me-, 

nandcrhjelm, were among the number of her 

scientific friends. 

This great woman, who really merited the ^t 
pellation of ** the Minerva of the North'' was pecu- ' 
liarly the object of senatorial vengeance. By the 
thirteenth article of the ordinance of 1723 it was 
enacted that the states of Sweden were empow^T 
ed to inspect the jewels of the crown as well as 
those of the royal treasury : and merely to wound 
the feelings of the illustrious foreigner, who was 
alike eminent for beauty, dignity, and fine ac-' 
complishments ; the senate demanded to in- 
spect her jewels, pretending, as an excuse. 
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that their high mightinesses had heard that the 
queen had sent them to Perlin ! Count Tessin^ 
the Swedish ambassador at Berlin had delivered 
the jewels in question to the queen as her private 
property. They required the production of jewels 
that were become the private property of the 
queen, with the view to compare them with the 
inventory. The queen said to the senator who had 
demanded them, " I shall not admit of any in-^ 
spection ; nor, after such an indignity will I retain 
them As soon as they can be separated from my 
own gems, the whole that I received as a present 
shall be returned." The dignified severity of her 
looks ; the firmness of her tone and manner; made 
the audacious noble not only look, hxxi feiel humbled. 
The states, goaded by'the senate to do whatever 
was required of them, complained to the king, riot 
only of her majesty the queen having shewn con- 
tempt towards the senate, but also for the nation, 
and great oflScers of the crown. " It should be 
remembered, that the queen came to Sweden as 
the king's consort, and to increase the authority of 
the crown." After stating several causes of com- 
plaint alike puerile and malignant, they concluded 
their rude and impertinent address by observing, 
" That the states of Sweden did not wish for any 
altei^tions in the sentiments of the king towards 
the queen, but that the queen should feel more 
respect for the nation." • 

The king, who was calculated to have excelled in 
the practice of domestic virtues, had not sufiBlcient 
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1 10 repel this insolence as be ought : fear- 
! eCginiignse to internal commotions^ the mild 
1 benerole&t inan strove by humility and sub- 
t^ sdoth the anger of the oligarchs* He 
to make an elaborate apology for the 
, imputing all that was offensive to her igno- 
vi the Swedish lanpage ; urging with 
Muked deference as to style and expression, that 
tie jeveb haviog remained ten years in her po§- 
memiati without any inspection having been called 
fcr, she considered the measure as implyiQg 
distrust of her honour ; and the more insulting^ 
ss the diamonds having been given to her as a 
pnse^t, wtte in fact her private property. 

The states, however, led by the oligarchy per- 
idsfed : the moderation displayed by the king, 
onlr eneouni*r°d the audacity of the predominant 
faction, and notwithstanding all the protestations 
of Adolf Frederick, the insulting and humiliating 
measure was carried into execution. 

One of the remonstrances presented from the 
diet of 1756, contained the following singular ex- 
pressions, viz : " The states beseech your majesty 
to remain master of the court, and King of Sweden, 
and humbly pray that all further correspondence 
on this subject may cease." 

The king wished to be allowed to appdnt 
the tutors, to whom was to be entrusted the edu^ 
cation of his childpen, had selected a second 
governor for the crown prince ; a privilege that 
^e states would not permit him to exercise : the 
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place was declared to be unnecessary, the second 
governor was dismissed, and this resolutioa was 
accompanied by an insulting letter to the king. To 
shew the plentitude of their power and rudeness, 
they transmitted a peremptory order couched 
in the shape of an humble request, to dismiss the 
governor, and appointed Count SchefFer in his 
place. Urged by his queen, whose proud heart 
was half broken by these bitter humiliations, the 
king mustered resolution enough to protest against 
the right of the states to this prerogative over his 
children ; but so overwhelming was the power of 
the ruling faction, that his wishes and his rights, 
as a parent or sovereign, were equally disregard- 
ed. Count SchefFer took possession of the king's 
eldest son, soon after which, several other officers 
were appointed to be immediately about his per- 
son. This was unquestionably done to inspire the 
young prince, even in his days of childhood, with 
sentiments of awe and reverence toward the order 
of nobles and the senate. As to the inferior orders^ 
they were merely passive machines, moved and 
removed at the pleasure of their superiors. 

Nor did the humiliations, to which the monarch 
was subjected by the venal and rapacious nobles, 
end here. To give legality to resolutions subver- 
sive of the royal authority, and made without the 
consent, or even the knowledge of the king, the 
senate caused a fac-simile of the sign-manuel to 
be engraved, which was affixed, to such docu- 
ments as they wished to promulgate unknown to 
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Ae king! The nation, instead of finding its liberty 
veslored by the charter of 1720, saw itself the 
prey of an unprincipled aristocracy that trampled 
Ml the just prerogatives of the crown, and the rights 
of the people ; that levied taxes which they caused 
to be collected, and disposed of as they saw good, 
from the burthen of which their estates were 
exempted. Indifferent to the horrors of war^ 
or the blessings of peace, they put up to sale to 
the highest bidder, in the poUtical market of 
Europe, the resources, courage, and influence of a 
brave and high-spirited nation. 

Several opportunities occurred, that might, if 
improved, have led to the sure and sudden over- 
throw of the abhorrent faction that ruled with de-; 
spotic sway in Sweden. But such was the king's 
fear of exciting a civil war, and thereby exposing 
Swedon to utter subjugation, he submitted to the 
dogradinir yoke of a venal aristocracy, that was 
alike latal to the prerogatives of his crown, and 
the libtMties and honour of the people. Instead 
of wailing for an opportunity of breaking asunder 
the letters imposed by the oligarchy, he preferred 
incessant but unavailing efforts to render them 
less intolerable and galling. 

At tlie instigation of his spirited and accom- 
plished queen, the king secretly, if not openly, 
oncouraged Counts Brahe and Home, and other 
u()blemen and burgers, attached to the faction 
nulled the hats^ to endeavour to organize a force, 
military and insurgent, competent to seize on the 
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papitaJ,, and overthrow the Hats. It appealed by 
the evidence published, that the domestics of 
.the king, as low as valets and footmen, were em- 
ployed to excite by their discourses, the populace 
of Stockholm to take up arms against the Hats. It 
was through this channel the conspiracy was 
detected. The inferior agents were first arrested. 
The chiefs might have escaped, as there was 
ample time, and they were admonished by the 
sorrowing queen to lose no time in avoiding the 
destruction that impen,ded. By a fatal confidence 
in the king. Counts Home and Brahe remained, 
cmd were arrested. It is recorded that they were 
tortured in the cruellest manner to force them to 
accuse the king and queen, which they indignantly 
refused. The king had the mortification to be 
forced to ratify their condemnation, and sign their 
death warrant. The Countess Brahe, a high born 
and beautiful woman, far advanced in pregnancy, 
prostrating herself at the feet of Count Fersen, a 
leader of the Hats, in vain implored the callous 
statesman for her husband's life. He perished 
with his friends on the scaffold. Of their adherents, 
some were imprisoned, and others exiled : and 
^thus terminated the effort made to put down the 
despotic sway of a venal nest of rapacious peers. 
Instead of her husband, if the queen Louisa 
Ulrica had swayed the sceptre of Sweden, soon 
would that great woman have overthrown the feU 
tyranny of a detestable faction, who were strongs 
only because her gentle-hearted husband was,. 

u 
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compantirely speaking, w^ak. Her elevated 
soul was wrung with unutterable smguish, when 
she heard of the sufferings endured by her faith- 
ful friends, without the power to rescue, or eten 
to relieve them! Disdaining to shew homage 
where her bosom was filled with intense seorn 
and just abhorrence, she omitted no opportunity 
of displaying, as far as a due regard to her own 
dignity warranted, the contempt and aversion she 
cherished towards the cruel and unfeelingoligarchy, 
beneath whose hands the best and bravest of her 
friends had perished. 

If Louisa Ulrica had possessed a mind like that 
of Catherine the Second, ambition, and a thirst of 
vengeance, might have led her to have given Adolf 
Frederick a premature passport to eternity, and 
have caused herself to be declared, during the mi- 
nority of her son, administratrix of Sweden. If she 
deplored the too great forbearance that marked 
her husband's policy, she honored the goodness 
of his heart, knowing it was not any deficiency of 
personal courage by which his conduct was regu- 
hited, but a Conscientious regard to his coronation 
ortth, and an unconquerable dread of giving rise to 
a civil war. The queen never ceased to lament, 
whenever their memory occurred, the sad fate of 
her brave and unfortunate friends; but, if ever she 
entertained, she soon dismissed, all thoughts of 
vengeance from her bosom. She was really vir- 
tuous,— unaffectedly religious. Repressing as far 
us she could, the workings of indignation and am- 
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bition; she applied her great and capacious mind 
to the cultivation of literature, the fine arts, and 
sciences. She could not be prevented from su* 
perintending the education of her children. She 
engaged the king in numerous journies through the 
different provinces of Sweden ; and seeking out 
genius in obscurity, transplanted it to a more genial 
soil, where its fine qualities might freely expand. 
And many of those deservedly great names that 
have conferred more real lustre on the Swedish 
nation than all the heroes of the Gustavian line, 
owed all their eminence, next to nature, to her 
fostering hand« 

Acting upon a system of economy that was un* 
tainted by meanness, witlt an income inferior to 
many private gentlemen of England, she expended 
it so judiciously, that she left behind her many 
costly monuments that embellished Sweden, rt^ 
fleeting equal honor on her taste and judgment. 
The palace of Drottningholm, distant about seven 
English miles from Stockholm, was her favorite 
residence* That magnificent structure, w^hich is 
equal in extent and magnificence to any royal 
palace in Great Britain, was enriched by innume- 
rable additions, internal and external, derived from 
her tjwn industry, wealth, and taste. 

On a plan of her own designing, for the pur- 
pose of enjoying greater retirement, she built a 
tasteful little palace in the park at Drottningholm, 
calling it China Lustslot, i\ e. the Chinese rural 
palace. Its architectural merit consisted in its 
• L 2 
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fesomblance to the coiintr}- palaces of the Emperof 
of China* It consisted of a centre, and on either 
side, of two smaller pavilions or corjys du logis^ 
Here her virtuous husband amtised himself in me- 
chanical pursuits, such as carving, turnery, and 
the less elegant toils of a white -smith ; and here the 
queen devoted her leisure hours to the noblest of 
hiunan pursuits, that of wisdom and science^ Sur- 
rounded by the greatest names kno^\Ti in the an- 
mds of Swedish science and literature ; and by 
domestic blessings ; in this, and other enchantiiig 
spots, this illustnous woman strove to banish 
from her mind the bitter indignities that she had 
endured as nominal queen of Sweden. 

After the judicial murder of her friends, the 

wrongs and insults to which she stood exposed, 

were multiplied. Through the feelings of the 

queen, the reigning factions strove to wound the 

Jung. She was accused of betraying state secretSj 

and carrying on a traitorous correspcmdence witli 

the court of Berlin. Like the harpies of the poets^i 

tlie oligarchs obtruded their baleful influence into 

the inmost recesses of the palace. They interfered 

with the king's fable, that was always distinguished 

by Ik liberal economy; and even debarred the 

king and queqn of appointing their domestic. cIm^- 

iains, who, in the Lutheran church of Sweden and 

.Denniark, may be almost regarded as confessors. 

After various changes of ministri/, the Hats and Caps 

yretfd alternately abpv.e or below the political ho^ 

.fizon, but alwftyji selfisbt corrupt, and de/si^igitip: 
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pud alike inimical to the just prerogatives of the 
crown, and the liberties of the people. To stem or 
escape the overwhelming flood of legislative and 
oligarchical corruption and despotism, the queen, 
aided by the crown prince, prevailed on Adolf 
Frederick to make one bold and decisive effort to 
shake off" the degrading yoke, that humbled the 
crown and debased the peopLe. The commence- 
ment of war between Russia and the Porte ; and 
the death of Count Lowenhjelm, the inveterate 
opposer of French politics ; favored the views of 
%he H9,ts^ and encouraged the cautious king to 
li^zard the proposal of abdicating his throne. Pur- 
suant to the opinion of his secret advisers, thekingi 
to the surprise and vexation of the senate, refused 
to sign a public document they had presented ; 
and demanded the convocation of an extraordinary 
diet, as affording the only remedy for the disorders 
complained of by his subjects. After refusing 
to sign this act, the king, on the 12th of December, 
1768, expressed his intention of abdicating in the 
following tetms, viz. : — 

^* If, contrary to all reasonable expectation, 
the senate should reject this proposal, I shall be 
forced to relinquish the burthen of a government,' 
rendered intolerable by the wretchedness of the 
people who are taxed beyond their power of com- 
pliance. When my faithful counsellors shall have 
assembled the states, the reasons which have in- 
duced me to abdicate shall be communicated to 
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LETTRE I. 



* j*-j 4(4 touch^e vivement, mon cher fils, de la sensihilit^ 
l^f^as avez t^moign^e h mon depart, Je ne vous cache 
int que votre amiti4 m'est chere, et qu'il y a pen de 
£^rei qui puissent aimer plus tendrement leurs enfans que 
je ne fois ; °^^> * ^^^^ ^^ phtise que je vou» aiHMune 
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them- In the mean time, I peremptorily forbid 
the use of my name to any act of the senate. 

(Signed) "Adolf FREDERrcK." 

An anhtwer to this letter, though demanded in 
forty-eight hours^ was not returned at the end of 
five days ; a decisive proof how greatly the sena- 
tors were perplexed- Finding no reply was 
likely to be given, the king went personally to the 
senate. Pretending to want time for delibera- 
tion concerning bis demand of convoking an extra 
diet, and with respect to his majesty's abdication^ 
those conscientious men expressed their hope that 
he would desist from a measure incompatible with 
his oath, and the prosperity of the nation- In re- 
ply, the king told the usurpers (for such they 
were) that their answer was only to be considered 
as a refusal, and thenceforward he should inter- 
fere no farther with the measures of government. 

It was with great difficulty, and only by the 
entreaties of his queen^ and eldest son, that Adolf 

* The following letters, written by Queen Louisa, Uh- 
rica to bar son, afterwards Gustavus the Third, are highly 
honorable to her character, and well wortby a place in 
this brief memoir, viz. 

LETTRE I. 

J'ai 6iA touch^e vivement, mon cher fils, de la sensibility 
que iFous avez t^moign^e k mon depart. Je ne vous cache 
point que votre amiti^ m'est chere, et qu'il y a peu de 
m^res qui puissent aimer plus tendrement leurs enfans que 
je nefais ; mai^, k DiEtJ ne plaise que je votw ; 
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Jf rederick could be wrought up to the adoption pf 
that apparently resolute conduct : almost immedi- 
ately after which, the crown prince went in greifct 
state to the royal chancellary to demand, in his 
father's name, the^ac simile of the royal signature 
that is already mentioned. His demand being 

d'anie amiti6 aveugle! ce seroit vous trahir, et nan pas 
vous aimer. Je suis attentiTe k toutes yos actional ?t j|e 
n'ai point k me reprocher de l&ch6 complaisance pour 
YOS defauts ; je me flatte m^me, que ce sera, un jour, un 
des liens qui vous attachera plus intimement & moi.^ 

Continuez, mon cher fils, d 6tre exact k remplir tott$ 
Tons devoirs: je mets audessus de tons le culte et la ven^ 
ration que vous devez k L'Etre Supreme. Souvenez vous 
que les vertus morales sont en danger, si elles ne* iont 
sontenues par les Chrfttiennes, et que les ames 41^^ out 
pour DiEU des sentimens qui partent du coBur, et qui leur 
donnent cette noble assurance daas toutes les actions de 
ieur vie. Qae la vAtre, mon cfaer fils, soit longae et que 
DiEU vous fasse la grace de vous mettre an rang de ces 
princes qui servent de modele aux sidcles k venir ce soni^ 
mon cher fils, mes ycbux: ils sont sinc^res, et toqs 
assurent de la tendresse infinie avec laquelle je serai i 
jamaiiET. 

Votre tendre mdre^ 

Lou. UlriqiM. 



Lbttwi. I. — Translation. 

It was not without great emotion that I saw yon, mj 
dear Gustavjk, 90 sensibly affected with my departure ; 
for I firedy own to you, that your affection is extremely 
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refused, Gustavus went to the other state depart- 
ments, declaring at each place that his father had 
abdicated, and delivering to each of the membei-s 
a printed statement of his majesty's reasons for 
having recourse to that extreme measure. 

The senate, mortified and humbled, sent a de- 
putation to the king, whom, to all appearance, they 
found inflexible: a line of conduct in which he 
persevered till, by a second deputation, the senate 



dear to me^ and that there are few mothers who love their 
children with more tenderness than myself ; but God for- 
bid that my love for you should ever make me blind to 
your faults! this were to betray, instead of loving jWp M 
I am attentive to all your actions, without having any 
reason to reproach myself with a weak indulgence for ^ 
your defects ; and I flatter mjself that this will one dd.f VH 
be a means of attaching you jet mof e closely to me. , 
Continue, my dear Gustave, to be exact in fulfilling 
your several duties ; the principal of which, is the venera- 
tion and worship due to the Supreme Being. Remember 
that mpral virtue is in great danger when it is no longer 
supported by Christianity ; and that all great minds have 
a sincere love for, and confidence in their Creatob,; 
which gives them th?tt noble assurance so visible in every 
action of their lives. That your life may be of long du- 
ration, and that God may be graciously pleased to place 
you in the rank of those princes who become a model to 
future ages I — these are my constant prayers: they are sin-, 
cere, and, therefore, assure you of the tender affection 
with which I shall ever be. 

Your kind mother, '■'' ' 
« Lou. Ulrique/* 
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consenting to call the states together, induced him 
to resume the reins of government; which, by the 
bye, he neither had, nor seriously intended to 
resign; 

The extraordinary diet met on the 28th of 
April, and the senate not daring to negotiate the 
treaty without the participation of the states, all 
the measures of Russia and England were disar- 
ranged. Thus, the intrigues and the gold of France 

LETTRE II. 

' Je vou» ayois promis, mon cher fils, une plus longae 
lettre par le courier, et je me fais un plaisir de vous tenir 
parole; Je n'entrerai pas en detail des beaut^s des pro- 
vinces, de leur situation, de\leur commerce, et de leurs 
manufactures : le sujet sur lequel je veux vous entretenir^ 
est infiniment plus interessant ; c^est des habitants, de leur 
zdle, et de I'amour infini qu'ils t6moignent au roi. A quin 
serviroient ces vains tttres et ces grandeurs, s'ils n'^toient 
accompagn^s de Taffection du peuple. Le vrai bonheur, 
mon cher fils, est de pouvoir faire celuides autres : heureuz 
celui qui. en a le pouvoir! mais quelque pen que Ton 
puisse en avoir, il doit toujours avoir cet objet. Les 
princes qui s'eloignent de ces maximes sont des tirans, 
que la Providence a fait nattre comme des instrumens de 
sa vengeance et dont les noms ont I'horreur au genre 
humain. 

Dieu vous a donn6, mon cher fils, des talens et une 
kme sensible: gardez vous toujours que ce ccBur ne 
devienne la dupe de Tesprit ; c'est un ^cueil qui a souvent 
terni les plus belles vies: que la votre aie la'pi^t^ pour 
guide! c^est leplus siir remade con tre tons les ^garemens. 

Continuez, mon cjkst :fil8^ k vimd faire une 6tu4e de la 
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again began to acquire the ascendancy ; the kin^ 
returning to the senate, assured that body of hi^ 
approbation of their conduct; asserted the purity 
of his own Tiews, and declared the welfare of the 
nation to be bis only aim* 

The conduct of the Hats on this occasion. 



TMtu. Votts Toulez ^?0ir quel en sera le succds? IJ lera 
pfoportioand 4 vos efforts, Pourquoi balancer ? On o'est 
poJDt sage par hazard, hen btens, las boDneurs, kg dig- 
iiit^s peuvent aller an decant de tous ; mais la verto Be 
floas previeodra jamais: elle oe s' obtient que par le tra™! 
et par un travail coutiim ; mais ce travail doit 11 Tons 
rebuter, d^s qull vous procure la possession de tous Im 
hieusl N'esp6rez done jamais pouvoir aliier la vokpte 
&Tec la gloire^ la moUe^e avec la recompense de ia 
▼ertu- 

C'est peut-^tre trop de morale pour uue leltre. Jt 
Tais finir eelle-ci en vous commuai quant mon contemter 
m^ii £ur les v^tres* Yotre §jnc^rit6 r^pare, en partiels 
faute que vous avez commise. Celui qui se r^signe est i 
molti^ corrig4; faites en sorte^ mon cher Ms que voui 
ti^aje^ plus de pareilles confidences 4 me falre. DoiiBej 
tuoij par votre conduite, des preuves convaincantes de 
Totre amiti6. Sojez assure de la mienne, qui ue finira qu' 
ftvee la viei etant 4 jamais. 

Voire tend re et botiue m^re, 
L. U, 



LETTER II. — Translation. 
I promised you, my dear Gustave, a long letter by 
the courier J and 1 have a pleasure in keeping my word. 
I iball not be partieular in deBCcibiiig the beauties of these 
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proved how great was their reliance, in the en- 
suing diet, upon the support of France. Variouil 
expedients were adopted with a view to support 
that party ; and a considerable subscription was 
raised in favor of the French faction by the prin- 
cipal merchants of Sweden, 

provinces, their situation, commerce, and njaoufactures. 
I will rattier tell you of the inhabitants, their zeal and 
affection for the kin^, which is a subject io finitely more 
interesting. Of what use were all these vain titles and 
grandeur, if not accompanied by the people's Jove? They 
would be troublesome burthens, and crowns of thoriis. 
True felicity, my dear Gustave, consists in the power of 
making others happy : fortunate is the man who is endowed 
with this power! but be our share of it ever so small, ih'm 
ought always to be its principal object: those princes who 
depart from these maxims are tyrants, whom Providence 
created to be the Instruments of its vengeance, and whose 
Dames are the horror of mankind. 

God hath given you talents, and a beart not without 
sensibility ; be careful lest it become a dupe to your 
understanding; it is a rock on which many a sensible 
man hath split. Chuse piety for your pilot, and you need 
not fear that you will err in your course. 

Continue, my dear Gustave, to make virtue your 
chief sludy^ Would you know your success before-hand ? 
It will be proportioned to your efforts. Why should we 
balaace a moment! We shall never grow good by chance^ 
Wealth, honors, dignities, may come of their own accord; 
but virtue must be eagerly pursued. She is not to be 
obtained without continued labor; but ought this labor 
to affright us, when we know that it will procure us all 
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By these eneTgetic measures, and the quan* 
tJty of moaey distributed by the French raiiiisteri ] 
the Hats obtained important electioneering ad-^^ 
vantages over the Caps. In spite of all the efforts, 
of Russia, England, and Denmark, General Caunt 
Ferson was elected marshal of the diet, and of 
the secret committee, all the individuals composing 
which were devoted to his wilL It was fortunate fo# ^ 
the Caps, that the Hats were split into two parties ! 
of these* the court or royal party^ like the ultra 
refsU^ of France in 1815, were for rendering the"^ 
crown absolute ; the other party, called the " Old! 
UfttSt * had no other view than to supplant their i 
Wtl^l^ists, and gain possession of the loaves andi 
jishes of Sweden, without doing anything in favof I 
either of the crown or the people. * 

The first act of the secret comraittee was the 
dismission of the senators who had been appointed 

that is desirable? You must never hope to unite sensuality 
vrith glory, nor indolence with the reward of virtue. * 
This is, perhaps, too much morality for a letter. I 
shall finish this in telling you with how much satisfaction 
I received your's; your sincerity is some reparation of the 
feiilt you have committed. He who acknowledges* his 
gnilt is not far from amendment. Behave, my dea^ 
GusTAVE, so as not to have any more such secrets' to 
entrust me with. Let your future conduct convince m6 
of your aflTection, You may be assured that mine for you 
will never cease but with my Ufe: being ever your tender 
and aflTectionate mother, . . > 

• ^ L.U. '^^ 



n 
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under the Influence of Russia and England : but 
still, all that could be obtained of this diet by the 
French court, which had lavished such large sums 
to obtain its appointment and favor, was, a decla- 
ration dictated by that anti-Britannic spirit which 
appears so powerfully to animate Sweden, and 
most of the continental nations of Europe, at the 
present hour. Its tenor was as follows ; viz. " That 
the English only aimed at the empire of the sea, and 
the e.vtension of their commerce ; which they were de- 
sirous of acquiring at the expense of other nations: 
that Sweden, therefore, could 7iot consider England a% 
her friend; and though it was the interest of Sweden 
to be upon good teiim with the neighbouring powers, 
she could not enter i?ito any alliance with them: that 
Sweden reckoned France aiid the Forte as her naturcd 
allies; and also Spain atul Austria, as the friends of 
France'' 

The plan, between one diet and another, of giving 
to the king and the senate the power of forming alli- 
ances and declaring war, was successfully resisted 
by Colonel, afterwards General Baron Pechlin, a 
man of great abiUty and integrity, at the head of the 
party called the " Old Hats" If it had succeeded^ 
all the military resources of Sweden would have 
passed into the hands of the French minister,, who 
?^ould have immediately plunged Sweden into a 
war with Russia. ^ 

The plan which France had formed to overturn 
.the Swedish government, and kindle a nbrtb^ni 
;war in Europe, thus completely failed, . Thetex^ 
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pensive expedient of employing the states to effect 
this purpose, was found to be useless; and no 
other and more effectual means could be devised. 
The daring and enterprising spirit that marked 
the character of the Swedes, and rendered a re- 
volution, if attempted by a bold and sudden stroke, 
by no means improbable, was counteracted by 
the mild and pacific character of the king; of 
whom it was said, that he could never be brought 
into any measure by which the safety or interest 
of his family were likely to be involved in danger. 
The love of tranquillity seemed to increase with 
his years : his wise and virtuous queen, shocked 
at the blood that had been shed during her hus- 
band's reign, by each of the gladiatorial factions, 
refrained from urging him to any further efforts. 
She rested her hopes on the abilities and courage 
of her sons, particularly the crown prince. At the 
express request of the Due de Choiseul, he had been 
invited to Paris ; a circumstance that revived the 
hopes of the court party, who confidently expected 
it would lead to some effectual step for the esta- 
blishment of the royal authority, and the overthrow 
of the two factions who alternately ruled the 
dominions of Sweden. Such was the state of 
that agitated kingdom, when the death of the king» 
on the 13th of February 1771, suddenly changed 
the face of aifairs. 

The character of this monarch is so fully deve* 
loped in the preceding pages, there is nothiDjf| 
to add, except the observation, that, as he wa3 
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never snAfered to reign, there 4r no grounds ^iXi.. 
whereon to rest his public character. During 
the whole of his nominal sovereignty, Sweden was 
governed by conflicting factions, who waged war 
and liegotiMed peace, not as the safety or interest 
of Sweden required ; but as those powers com- 
iitanded whose gold had paid for their venal suf^ 
frages. Yet, during the reigns of Frederick the 
First, and Adolf Frederick, these very abuses gave 
;a strong impulse to the factious nobles to cultivate 
their intellectual power; in hope, by their talents 
and eloquence, to obtain a share in the division of 
the power, profit, and patronage that had been 
wrested from the crown at the death of Charles 
the Twelfth, During this half century Sweden 
produced many great orators and distinguished 
statesmen : but they were bound in the fetters of 
party. Seldom were they permitted, if they even 
were inclined, to render any important service to 
their plundered and insulted country. For the 
space of half a century, under a nominal monarchy, 
Sweden was in fact an oligarchy. The senate and 
the order, of nobles during that period exercised 
all the essentials of monarchy : hence, it would be 
a work of supererogation to give the characters of 
kings who never exercised the sovereign power. 
In the succeeding reign, the tables were turned 
upon the oligarchs. The whole kingdom groaned 
under their tyranny, and abhorred their venality. 
The blood that had been reciprocally shed by 
those fierce, venal, conflicting factions ; and 
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the geneiml detestatioa , in which both parties 
rere held, kept back the people from ranging- 
themselves round the banners of eitherp Under 
4he withering iiidueoce of their intriguing chiefs, 
it w^s in vain to hope for any thing beyond a 
change of masters. Thence, tlie prince who 
succeeded his lather in the tlirone, like Frederick 
the Third, of Denmark, had little more to do than 
|0 AjJIqw the impulse of popular indignation ; which 
.gyeniin^ in the same pernicious way as in Den- 
rcoderml the people more ardent in their 
ta liee the foul and accursed oligarchy 
Leu itp» and driven far from the throne of 
Sw^eiu than to make terms with the monarch 
aMl^VbUgeoi^ to her freedom, and equally fatal to 
lim Tile fiiLCtioiis who had so long and so siicces&- 
fyXls nr^^vid iin the \itals of their country. 

Louisa Ulrica, now queen dowager of Svyeden, 
sustained a heavy affliction in the death of Jber 
mild and benevolent husband. The early promise 
uf e:xceUence displayed in the wonderful capacity 
of her eldest son, was blasted as he approached 
to manhood, by the deep dissimulation of * his 
mind, and the propensities to which he wag 
addicted* Her second son, Charles, (who yet filk 
Uic throne of Sweden,) gave himself implicit up 
to the views of Gustavus. Her third son, who died 
ttMontpeUer, shewed her mpre deference than 
either Gustavus or Charles:, his capacity. was, 
however, less brilliant. Her daughter, Sophia 
Albertina, was possessed of a great share of per- 
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sohal Virtue, a capacity -as vast and varied as'heSn 
splendid brother, and : unsullied ' by his vicefs. 
The period had now arrived when, this illustTious; 
woman hoped to see avenged the wrongs a^d 
indignities she had, for nearly thirty years, sus- 
tained from the oligarchy that usurped all the 
prerogatives of the crown : but the vices with 
which she knew Gustavus to be deeply fraught, for? 
tade the hbpe of ev^r seeing him deserve the title 
of a patriot king. She never doubted that his miind 
was adequate .to any enterprise ; but with fealis^i 
row she anticipated that he would rear monarchial 
despotism on the ruin of the two conflicting fac- 
tions. Her mild and benevolent views aimed at 
the adoption of a constitutional form of govern- 
ment, that should leave the people nothing to wish 
for by any future change. Absorbed in secret 
grief, she took no steps whatever of a political 
nature : and the absence of Gustavus, her eldest son ; 
and of Frederick the youngest, (duke of Ostra-Goth- 
land,) who were then in Paris, afforded the reigning 
faction, as they weakly supposed, the most favor- 
able opportunity of confirming the durability 
of their usurped authority, and rivetting indisso- 
lubly their vile shackles on the king and people. 

Perhaps the profound dissimulation which, 
beyond any other quality, marked the character 
of Gustavus, was owing to the necessity his 
father and mother had been under, of speaking on 
affairs of state with the utmost reserve; and having 
one set of opinions for the senate and ministers 
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of the crown, and anather for their confidential 
friends. Be that as it may; in native talents, 
ifid acquirements, in presence of mind, and un* 
daunted courage, Gnstavus equalled the most 
mccamplished men in Sweden ^ but, in hypocrisy 
ke had 00 eqnal ; he towered above them all, as the 
fight of the imperial eagle stretches into regions 
beyond ihe reach of birds of humbler wing. His 
ttSDcmtes were young, gay, dissipated courtiers, 
ftlike free from private morals or public principles ; 
his ready tools and obsequious instruments. 



CHAP. XL 
GUSTAVUS THE THIRD. 



ik^hia Magdalena, consort to Gmtavusthe JTiirdr^ 
, Auspicious commencement of Ms reign. — His se* 
cresy and self-command. — Profound dissimulation^ 
. — The diet of 1771. — Farther proofs of deep hy^ 
pocrisy. — Outwits the senate. — Overthrows th^ 
oligarchy in 1772. — His gross impiety. on thd^ 
occasion. — Anecdote of Count Ugglas. — Gustavus 
lives apart from his queen. — The Duchess of Soder- 
manland. — A royal eipedient.- — Increased spkndor 
of the court. — Gustavus encourages trade and 
ifuanufactures. — Becomes a monopolist^ of brandy 
distilleries. — General discontent. — Insurrections. — . 
Failure of his commercial speculations. 

This extraordinary monarch ^as twenty-five yeatti 
of age at the death of his father, Adolf Frtderick. 
Ghistavus the Third was bom on the 24th of Ja- 
nuary, 1746. He was married in his twentieth 
year to Sophia Magdalena, ctown princess of 
Denmark. His lovely yomig bride was sister to 
Christian the Seventh, and daughter of Frederick 
the Fifth, by Louisa, daughter of G66rge the Se- 
cond, and Queen CaroHne. The hafldsome aAtf 
accomplished young couple, Were martied ift the 

x2 



306 GUSTAVUS THE THIRD. 

beginning of November, 1766. The two.diads- 
trous matches, namely, that of Christian with 
Caroline Matilda, and Gustavus with Sophia Mag- 
dalena, taking place at the same time. 

Seldpm had a prince so fair an opportunity of 
serving his native land ; and of becoming the idol 
of a grateful people. And never was there a mo- 
narch more liberally gifted by nature, or embel- 
lished by education. The path to imperishable 
glory lay wide before him. Every thing con- 
spired to court his steps. But, alas! dissblute 
company, and perverted habits, had deeply pol- 
luted his mind long ere the sceptre passed into 
liis hand. 

Although to remove far a!way from his ill-fated 
consort — whom he hated because he had injured 
— ^^might, as was alleged by Gustavus himself to 
one of the senators, have its influence in deter- 
mining him to go on his travels ; the grand object 
was to procure aid from the French court, where- 
by to enable him to overturn the oligarchy. With 
these negotiations he was far advanced at the 
beginning of 1771. 

Gustavus was much too sagacious, however 
immoral, to believe that such polluted, beings 
as those who were his minions, could be 
safely depended upon. When therefore^ the 
news of his father s death arrived, he carefully, 
shut up his real views in the recesses of his own 
mind, and appeared to his profligate gompanion3, 
perfectly contented with the nominal authority 
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that devolved upon him. And when one of those 
sycophants hinted at the pleasure he should feel in 
seeing the oUgarchy laid low, and the power of 
the crown exalted ; Gustavus, assuming an impe- 
rious frown, sternly forbade such discourse in 
future, telling the parasite that he looked on the 
senators as his best friends and safest counsel- 
lors ; and, without a blush, accusing his illustrious 
mother of being the turbulent instigator of all the 
misfortunes and dissensions that had occurred 
during his father s reign. 

At this period the court of Versailles was at its 
meridian splendor: its voluptuousness and cor- 
ruption were at its height, and ripe for the punish- 
ment that awaited its deep iniquity. 

Calculated to shine in any station, and to excel 
in every pursuit; it is no wonder that Gustavus 
succeeded in obtaining more favorable conditions 
than any other negotiator could have effected, 
He obtained six millions of livres ; one-fourth of 
which was to be paid immediately ; and the re- 
mainder in three successive yearly payments. 
The final arrangement of this affair kept Gustavus 
some months in Paris. The fact is, he wanted to 
secure this money to aid the blow he meditated 
against the ohgarchy. The ambassador at Paris 
was a member of the senate. Gustavus had 
therefore a deUcate and a difficult task to per- 
form; but arduous indeed must have been that 
labor, the difficulties of which he could not have 
surmounted. 4 



Ik k 4iih|iiii|i if Uu.staYUS even entrusted hia 
Fffodecick wtlti liia vkwi. It is already 
ia tiuw deci«iva a tone be curbed ibe 
ot one of his ctFUrtiexs. Not was it in 
trilts only that the young kin^ sought to blind 
aid mislead hi:» powerful and wily antagonists. He 
leceWed their cauolerfettpreteusioiifi of hifalty ^ 
aiertiiig ; and he repaid them with their own base 
coin : tiay, be even went beyond them in expres- 
iioQs of attachment and devotion. In reply to their 
BOtihcauon of his accession to the throne, he 
transmitted to the mistrustful oligarchs, the most 
doqueal and fervent pro testa tioos of his entire 
aetiafaiction with the existing order of things* 
He assured that senate, whose speedy humiliatioa 
he contemplated, and under whose tyranny he 
Wiitbed^ of his entire devotion to their councils; 
and iImU, with bis heart s blood would he defend 
^the fmritif of their docttmes^ ami theeiisiaice q/ their 
p^iiticai fewer! ! T He expressed hig abhorrence 
of all violence, and in the least equivocal terms 
tiiat language coidd supply ; and upon his word of 
^nor, as a king and a gentleman, he declared his 
firm determination faithfully to fulfil whatever the 
t>yttrtil1(f Isi^ prescribed ; and to act conformably 
to the form of regency of the year 1720, to 
which he had already sworn!!! To leave the 
leM reason to doubt the sincerity of his intentions, 
Giiatavus declared he should consider and treat as 
traitors to their country, and personal euemies to 
htmselft tliose who, secietly or openly, or m any 
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manner, should seek to establish an arbitrary 
government in Sweden. This master-piece of 
royal eloquence and dissimulation, he concluded 
with the solemn invocation, attesting his sin- 
cerity — '' Ma^ God so help me!'' 

Whilst vast and important designs filled his 
mind, Gostavus apparently gave himself up tohi^ 
licentious companions, and polluted pursuits. He 
attended the select parties of the beautiful and 
meretricious females of the Gallic court. With 
those he did not long remain a favorite ; fpr it 
could not be concealed that this prince did not 
pay homage at the shrine of Venus, During his 
abode in Paris, Gustavus employed himself in ob^ 
taining, whether from the treasury of France or the 
Porte, the largest possible subsidy ; as well as in 
endeavors to secure the firm support of France in 
the revolution he contemplated. Matters being 
at last satisfactorily ananged, Gustavus quitted 
Paris on his return to assume the vacant tlirone of 
Sweden. As he passed through Berlin, he spent 
a few days with the king, his maternal uncle- 
Without assuming any appearance of secresy or 
mystery, he found means to see his uncle once 
alone ; and that unknown to his attendants, 

Gustavus was received in Stockholm with 
acclamations of joy : when he met the senate, his 
manner was respectful and conciliating- He 
repeated verbally the professions he had trans- 
mitted from Paris. He paid a visit of condo- 
lence to the queen dowager, his mothpr; but seemed 
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desirous of avoiding any particular conference; 
His young and neglected spouse he. scarcely 
deigned to notice; and that interesting princess, 
loaded with the trappings of royalty, was one of 
the least happy women in Sweden. It was in 
vain Louisa Ulrica sought interviews with her son. 
He was seldom to be seen except in company 
with Armfeldt, or some other of his vile associates, 
whose presence was intolerable to this high- 
minded, woman. Amidst all his affected gaiety 
and dissipation, his mother saw the drift of 
his actions; and if entreaties, tears, and the 
most solemn admonitions, could have reformed his 
habits, and turned his thoughts, he would have 
been the saviour of his country by giving it 
Kberty. Wearied by her remonstrances, th^ 
haughty prince forbade her visits ; which treat- 
ment, as the politic prince perhaps foresaw, tended 
to confirm the oligarchs in the belief that their 
criminal plot had succeeded ; and that Gustavua, 
being entangled in the evil courses to which 
he was first allured by their secret agents, was 
no longer to be dreaded. Probably, the rado 
treatment his mother experienced, was inflicted 
from a. wish to produce this very impression. 

Master of himself, and the sole keeper of his 
secrets, Gustavus shunned all private conferences 
with the chiefs of the court faction.* He appeared 

* Sir John Carr, in his Northern Summer, p. 153, very gravely 
tells his readers, tl^it Gustavus planned the revolution of 1772, 
^ in the recesses of the rocks at Haga ! " Surely some one imposed 
on his credulity ! 
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to prefer the company of the reigning oligarchs; 
Meantime hp omitted no opportunity of acquiring 
the affection ^of the populace. Three days in the 
week he set apart to give audiences to the people. 
He listened with well-dissembled earnestness to 
their details. He not only redressed those griev- 
ances that lay within his reach, but he relieved 
the wants of some ; whilst to all he was courteous 
and condescending in the extreme; and thus 
he became the idol of the multitude. 
. In May 1771, a diet was assembled at Stock- 
holm, in which, contrary to expectation, the Caps 
were found to have secured the ascendancy. 
Neither surprised nor dismayed by this unexpected 
circumstance, the young king, on the 25th of 
June, at the opening of the diet, made a speech 
that was so modelled, that whilst it covered his 
own views, it pleased the contending factions. 
In the course of his harangue, Gustavus said, 
^* Born and educated amongst yoUy from my earliest 
infancy y I have been taught to love my country. It 
is my greatest happiness :, that I am a Swede : my 
greatest glory, to be a citizen of a free country. 
To behold it happy y is the frst object of my wis/ies. 
To govern it, in a state of freedom and independence, 
' is the last object of my ambition." He concluded a 
speech transcendently eloquent, and most grace- 
fiilly pronounced, with the following well-chosen 
phrases : " Do not, I conjure you, consider these as 
e^pty professions, falsified perhaps by the secret 
emotions of my heart ; but receive them as thefaitl^id 



814 dUSTAVUS THE THIRI>« 

expression of what that heart feels, which is too honest 
not to be sincere^ and too haugMy e&er to prove false to 
its engagemajtsy 

This artful speech, which abounded in general 
maxims of the most noble kind, appeared to give 
complete satisfaction to both parties. A grand 
deputation was appointed the next day to retunx 
him the thanks of the diet, and it was ordered ta 
be printed. 

Although the king kept aloof in the way de- 
scribed, the court party made every possible 
effort to obtain some concessions ; but they found 
the Caps too vigilant to be deceived, and. too 
strong to be subdued. One great object with 
them vras to procure a relaxation of some of the 
points introduced by the charter of 1720 into the 
coronation oath, that restricted the power of 
the crown within such very narrow limits. The 
discussions which resulted, prevented the corona- 
ticm from taking place that year. Such v^s the 
Coolness of the king's conduct, that he appeared to 
feel little, if any, interest in these matters, appa- 
rently regarding them as mere party questions. 

The coronation of Gustavus the Third was 
piBtformed on the 22d of May, 1772, with 
an tmcomtnon degree oi pomp and magnifi- 
cence ; and he took the oath prescribed widiout 
Altering, although fully determined not to observe 
it ! When the different orders of the state came to 
take the oaths of fidelity and to pay him homage, 
Oustavus then said^ '' Assured of your affecti<ms> 
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md sincerely resolved to merit that blessittgiiaod 
to establish my throne on your love and happii^ss, 
the public engagements into wliich you are about 
to enter, would, in my opinion, be superfluous, if 
it were not, by the ancient laws and customs of 
Sweden, required at your hands. Unhappy is the 
king who stands in need of the bond of oaths to 
secure himself on the throne; and who, not as- 
sured of the hearts of his subjects, is constrained 
to reign only by the force of laws, when the love 
of his subjects is denied him/' 

Notwithstanding these fine speeches, the Caps 
were still suspicious of Gustavus, whose secret 
vices they well knew, but the vastness of whose 
genius they were yet, by one terrible lesson, to 
learn. It was a conflict between professed dcsr 
ceivers, and the king won the prize. At the very 
instant that he expressed to the difierent orders 
of the state his determination to maintain the 
existing state of things, he had secretly vmtten imd 
Jmished the new comtittdion that was to abrogate 
the existing oligarchy, and establish^ under the 
mask of a free government^ an hereditary despor 
tism in Sweden. 

With his youthftil queen the king no longer 
kept up even the appearances of affection or re- 
gard: his mother he saw but seldom: his bro- 
thers he sent away from Stockholm; Prince 
Charles to Scaaia; and Fiiederick to East 
Gothland : his motives for thi& are only to be con* 
jectured. He might be animated by a wish, at 
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such a crisis, not to have the whole family 

cooped up within the metropolis : he mighc 

be fearfal, eren of iheir fidelity; for it is 

tdeftr, from the profound depths of his own hy- 

jt he could have no belief that any such 

lis honesty and sincerity existed in the hu- 

bfMst : again, the desire to dejrive support 

their militar)- talents, and influence on 

■indsof llie soldiery* might stimulate him lo 

them into those provinces at this critical 

In a«5ooiBplishing tlie revolution of 1 722, Gusta- 

^wdkpkyed qualities that amazed and confounded 

the baled and degraded oligarchs. The most in- 

lo( all his acts was his requiring the fallen 

p suipounded by hostile bayonets and loaded 

tt, to join him in singing psalms to praise God 

Ihr the revolution that had been accomplished, and 

by which their own political ruin was eflFected, It 

combined the most perfect cruelty, with the worse 

species of impiety ; and dishonored the profligate 

ting, infinitely more than it disgraced those whom 

tl vra^ intended to insult and mortify. 

• IV limit* assigned to Wis memoir exclude a detailed relation 
ij/ At tfyohtlon of J 772. The reader k therefore referred to '^ A 
Ili^on of the Itte Revolutioii in Sweden, hy Francjs Sheridan, Esq. i 
Uli^Tnvth ID Poland, Hiisda. and Sweden, hy William Coxe, A, M. 
^t^% aad more jmrticularly lolhe account contained in a work pub* 
ImM in London about 1790, by Harlowe, St. Jamet^s-street, en- 
^ %Mk^ Chiricters and Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden, vol, I, 
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From the moment that this devouring oligarchy: 
was destroyed, a new race of men appeared at 
the court of Sweden. The bold and haughty sor^^ 
nators, each of whom thought, himself on a level; « 
with his sovereign, degraded and dispersed^ 
humbled and. subdued, sullenly retired, over- 
whelmed virith grief, shame, and dismay; carry- 
ing with them to their estates, the scorn and 
reproaches of their country: and in their place, 
appeared a set of voluptuous and depraved piars^. 
sites, such as niight be expected to abound in an 
Asiatic court ; aaid such as Sweden never knew 
till Gustavus displayed them in his train, and 
Invested them with high commands. Except that 
many of them were of humble origin, they might 
not unaptly be compared to the uUra royalists of 
the present day in France. With them, the king 
was the source of all honor and of power ; he wa3 
the representative of God on earth ; and like God, 
in their corrupted creed, he had a right to dispose 
at pleasure of his creatures ! At the head of these 
base minions were Armfeldt, and other dissolute 
nobles, whose vices were at once a stain to man- 
hood, and a scourge to their country. 

The celebrated Count Ug^las, the secret and 
unconstitutional adviser of Gustavus the Fourth 
Adolphus, owed the foundation of his future great- 
ness to this revolution ; for just as it was com- 
pleted, the triumphant king, flushed, with victory 
over a venal, detested aristocracy, walked into 
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fei» ciaoieeSaiT in the royal palace. Deli g!i ted 
trith the occurretice, this Ugglas, then a young 
md tt writer in the chancellory, forgetful 
Y*st was the distance between his situatioa 
Mid ia% mrtm^i, went up lo him with his head 
Otct, and every feature dilated with joy; and 
King Iwm by the hand, and giving him a hearty 
i)i|i oQ the shoulder, exclaimed, ** Thm art tvorlhf 

f^^temet king ! Gmtavus for everT More pleased 
Ifenofieiided with a familiarity that denoted the 
ifacwify of his good wishes, Gustavus took Ugglas 
nder his pecuUar protection, and laid the foun- 
ditiim of his future greatness. Under Gustavns 
tiie Fourth Adolphus, Mr. Ugglas was created a 
count, and enriched with the spoils of the king- 
dom. He was the secret adviser of that unfortu- 
Btie prince, and, in conjunction with the execrable 
Armfddt, highly instrumental in promoting those 
defpoticaJ measures that led to his dethronement 
and banishment ' ^r^f 

As the king did not cohabit with his qneen, to 

liferent the Gustavian race from becoming extinct, 

he deemed it advisable that his brother Charles 

shtTiild marry- The Princess of Lubeck Eutin, 

L (now queen of Sweden,) was fixed on as his bride, 

I She v^ then young, beautiful, accomplished, of 

L a 5t^'eet disposition, and warmly beloved by her 

¥ court and attendants. The duke, her husband, who 

was completely a libertine, still persevered in his 

mnatory pursuits, and the hopes of those seemed 
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likely to be disappointed who waited in anxiety 
for an heir to the throne.* 

Some time after this royal marriage, whieh 
was celebrated by the court with distinguished 
splendor; it was officially announced, that the 
young and beautiful duchess was 

" A& ladies wish to he who love their lords,*^ 

The nation felt deeply interested in the erent } 
and so near was the duchess supposed to hA 
to her time, that the cannon on the batterite 
were kept ready charged, that were intended to 
communicate the happy event of her safe delivery 
to the metropolis ! When, most unexpectedly and 
suddenly, these pleasing expectations all vanished ; 
and, instead of an heir to the crown, it was an- 
nounced that the young duchess had mistaken her 
situation, and had been troubled with a ^false con- 
ception P 

Probably the duchess was never pregnant : but 

. * '^ The Swedes univeraally lament that he ' (GusCavus the Third) 
^^ has no children hy his queen ; and it is on this ^ccount^ ttm hisi 
next brother. Prince Charles, is now married. The king is said 
not to he of an amorous complexion^ or attached to women*^ 

Wraxall's Tour, &c. p. 127. 

^^ It has been asserted, and / believe with truths that his (Gus- 
tavus the Third) sensibility towards the female seXy was far from 
being lively: he seldom cohabited with his queen. Strange to tef), 
giCked with acute feelings, and a warm a^d brilliant imagination, ihh 
accomplished prince, descended from a race of beautiful femajes, 
displayed an example of almost monkish continence.*' Sir John 
Carr's Northern Summer, p. 130. 
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thal a mar relation to her husband was ; and out 
of compassion for her, that the young and gene- 
wmB princess, encountered the risk of assuming 
the appearance of pregnancy, in order to adopt 
as hers, the infant mth which her amiable relative 
■was teeming. 

T!>ere are circumstances connected with this 
delicate subject, that it might not be advisable to 
|rablbh, though essential to historical truth. The 
queen mother, Louisa Ulrica, certainly doubled lim 
piobabihty of her sons ever becoming fathers. 
And this strange belief in a mother is said to ha^'e 
been the cause why the queen dowager questioned 
the rrnlity of the pregnancy of the young duchess. 
She certainly suspected that Gustavus and the 
duke himself were privy to the intended fraud— 
and who will believe that the duke was innocent! 
Several times the dowager queen fainted her sus- 
picions to Gustavus, who would not hear a word 
cm tlie subject- Determined not to be trifled 
with, it is said that she threatened to make public 
her suspicions, if the reality of the appearance of 
pregnancy were persevered in. 

The Friherre Benzblstjerxa is said to have 
been the nobleman whom Louisa Ulrica sent to 
the duchess to amiounce, that if she did not lay 
aside the assumed appearance, her mother-in-law 
was determined to institute a public inquiry. 
This was a blow that could not be parried. The 
duchess made a frank avowal that she was not 
pregnant 5 and said, laughing as she spoke, " Well! 
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— nevermind! if it is not so at present y it may happen 
in a short time r 

It is truly difficult to believe that, unknown to 
her husband, the duchess could carry false ap- 
. pearances so far as to have her pregnancy officially 
announced to the nation; and solemn prayers 
offered up in the churches for her safe delivery. — 
And it is no less so to suppose that the duke 
would dare to attempt such a fraud, without the 
sanction. of the king his brother. The author of 
a work, entitled Characters and Anecdotes of the 
Court of Sweden,* alluding to this singular occur- 
rence, observed that this disappointment of her 
hopes, " put the king as well as the duke very much 
out of humour.^' It is believed, both were 
privy to this attempt to substitute an heir to 
the throne. This failure gave rise to an expe- 
dient still more extraordinary, adopted two years 
afterwards ; to which Gustavus the Fourth Adol- 
phus, is said to be indebted for his existence. 

Whilst these events were passing, a marked 
change was observed in the conduct of the king, 
who assumed a degree of state quite at variance 
with his professions of economy. He lavished the 
wealth of the kingdom in feasts and tournaments, 
and swelled his household establishments to an ex- 
tent far beyond what Sweden had ever before wit- 
nessed. Louisa Ulrica almost ceased to rejoice at 
the humiliation of the oligarchs ; since, instead of 

♦Vol. 1. p. 7. 
y 
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those kigh-bom and powerful lords, she saw the 
court filled with a race of servile and unprincipled 
parasites and flatterers, wlio, fattening on the 
prevailing profusion, applied all their influence to 
strengthen and increase that love of pageantry 
and magnificence which was already too conspi- 
cuous. She beheld with sorrow and regret, that, 
in less than two years, not only the admiration, 
but even the esteem of tlie liberal and cultivated 
part of his subjects, was rapidly on the wane* She 
foresaw that this boundless wa^^te must lead to 
acts of rapacity and injustice, which, accumulatiug 
from year to year, might ultimately produce some 
catastrophe fatal to his life and power. When an 
opportunity of remonstrating with Gxistavus pre- 
sented itself, she never fallal to embrace it- Im- 
patient of wholesome counsel, and forgetful of the 
obligations he w^as under to his illustrious mother 
for those accomplishments which dazzled man- 
kind, Gustavus treated her advice with contempt, 
and haughtily forbade its repetition. 

In the affectionate Albertina, her only daugh- 
ter, who had arrived at the full maturity of 
beauty, virtuous in principle, and no less accom- 
plished than the ungrateful Gustavus ; and in the 
society of a few select and loyal nobles of the old 
court ; the queen mother endeavored to console 
herself for his want of filial aflfection. Prince 
Frederick was^ however, kind and attentive : but 
the depraved habits of her two eldest sous> had 
totally ahenated their aifections. Whilst Louisa 
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Ulrica mourned over the ruiii she could not 
help anticipating from their vicious courses, she 
took every precaution to conceal her sorrows from 
the world ; and, on all occasions, strove to palliate 
their conduct. 

Notwithstanding the passion of Gustavus for 
the possession of unlimited power, the display of 
his fine taste, and a degree of magnificence in his 
court that was incompatible with the impove- 
rished state of the finances; the six first years of 
his reign were, speaking comparatively, usefully 
employed; He applied with great industry his 
extraordinary talents to the improvement of the 
commerce, husbandry, and finances of Sweden^ 
That he did not perfectly understand the prin- 
ciples by which trade is created and improved, was 
evident by the failure of all the plans he adopted : 
he was, however, sincere in these endeavors to 
benefit his country; his motives therefore must 
not be too narrowly scrutinised. He established 
manufactories at Stockholm and Gothenburg, to 
relieve the wants of the destitute poor by finding 
them employment ; which he furnished with raw 
materials. In Stockholm alone, in 1773, twelve 
thousand poor persons were thus employed. If 
kings engage in trade, they will be sure to 
lose their capital. It turned out so with Grustavus : 
those forced establishments ultimately failing,- 
after having occasioned an enormous waste of 
treasure. Gustavus gave the first great impulse to 
the better cultivation of Finland : he enQouraged 

y2 
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the importation of corn ; prohibited dealers from 
keeping it in store, whereby to enhaDce its price; 
adopting the most decisive measures to coun- 
teract those monopolisers, whose ever grasping 
avarice, backed by enormous wealth, sought to 
increase overflowing coffers, although the poor 
and destitute perished by its effects in the streets, 
or by the highway side- 

The expenses of the court were swollen to an 
tinprecedented sum; the love of the king for 
grandeur impeUing him to assume a degree of 
splendor that might have better suited the vast 
and powerful empire ruled by Catherine the 
Second* 

A dignitary of the church of Sweden once 

said to GustavuSj " There are two things with 

^ whjcii a wise king of Sweden would not meddle; 

uamely> rciigionBiLd brandy /" The first, Gustavus 

was wise enough to leave to the priesthood ; but 

the second offered a temptation not to be resisted. 

In 1772, the king had declared he was firmly bent 

on the suppression of all monopolies : at the 

mme time he prohibited private stills. Previous 

to this period, every Swedish farmer was at 

Icberty to distil from corn or other substances. 

For the sake of revenue, Gustavus prohibited this 

rifht, which rendered liim unpopular, and gave 

ri^ to many petty insurr^stions ; to suppress 

ti*tiictK he was forced to have recourse to his 

3«tinidi«g army. During three years he perse- 

ver«?d ill theie unpopular measures- The prohx- 

1 I 
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bition was, however, recalled in 1776 : the privi- 
lege of distilling brandy was wholly monopolised 
by the crown, which was granted to a limited 
extent to individuals, on the payment of a certain 
sum, for a fixed period of years. The want of a 
sufficient number of contractors or farmers of this 
royal monopoly, forced the king to abandon his 
plan. His next determination was to beconie,, 
hipiself, the only distiller in Sweden! He set 
about this enterprise with his usual ardor. Gus- 
tavus flattered himself he had discovered a new 
Potosi in, his poor and barren kingdom. He inter- 
dicted the importation of foreign brandies : bought 
up, (probably at his own price,) the materials used 
by private distillers, and enacted very heavy 
penalties in case of this royal monopoly being 
infringed. 

Complaints, murmurs, execrations, and menacesf, 
were heard in the metropolis, and in every pro- 
vince of his kingdom. The fourth estate (peasants) 
sent deputations to the king, remonstrating in bold 
and energetic terms against the assumption of 
this monopoly, and demanding the restoration of 
their old, indisputable right of distilling brandy 
for their own consumption. Disregarding these 
remonstrances, the king still persevered; when 
serious commotions broke out in various parts of 
Sweden. Even in the metropolis it was found 
necessary to station guards at the royal brandy 
factories, to prevent their being destroyed by the 
indignant populace. He was so stubborn, or rapa^ 
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cious, that rather than relinquish a revenue thu^ 
gained, he hazarded his crown and life. 

Many of his regulations relative to commerce 
were judicious ; these were adopted at the sugr 
gestion of persons who best understood it3 prin? 
ciples: wherever the king preferred his owa 
theories, however plausible they might appear, 
abstractedly considered, they invariably fptilQ^ 
when put to a practical t^st, 



CHAPTER XII, 

VaM projects ofPet^r the Greizt, — Their progressive 
realisation. — Qiistavus attempts to counteract Rus^ 
sia. — Catherine the Second and Gtistavus. — Their 
opposite views and preparations. — Great national 
undertakings^ began or completed by Gustavus at 
Carlscrona and Sveaborg. — Visits his provinces. — 
Reforms local abuses, and punishes several unjust 
judges. — His great and varied talents and acquire-* 
ments.— Effeminacy of his court. — Honors paid 
by Gustavus to the memory (f Sir Charles LinnL 
— Suffers his invaluable collection to be sold. — Em^ 
bellishes Stockholm.— Practises the utmost pro^ 
Jusion. — Recommends frugality to his subjects. — 
Sumptuary laws. — Corrupts the national manners. 
— Lavishes his treasures on idle pageantry. 

When Peter the First, on the sylvan shores of 
the deep, broad, majestic Neva, laid the founda* 
tions of the future capital of European Russia ; 
estimating in his capacious mind the growth of 
power with civilisation, he probably considered 
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that his successors would extend the north-west 
frontier till it should embrace the whole of the ter- 
ritories then appertaining to Sweden and Den- 
mark.* Gustavus the Third was often heard to 
assert, that if he were Czar of Russia, in defiance of 
all Europe combined, in seven years he would 
realise that project, and give law to all the world ! 

* In " ^ Sketch on the Military, and Political Power of 
Russia^* the author, (who by acclamation is pronounced to be lieu- 
tenant-general Sir Robert Wilson, &c.) speaking of Peter the 
First, observes — 

" In the years between 1701 and 1711, the Czar Peter was 
contending, with various success, against the Swedes, Turks, and 
Poles, for an advance of his European frontier. 

'^ In the year 1713, having conquered Riga and Livonia, he 
built the city of Petersburgh, transporting thirty thousand firom 
Archangel to be the inhabitants ; and inviting foreigners, particularly 
the English, to settle there, 

" In the year 1714, he developed his naval projects^ which 
have been suspended^ but never abandoned by his successors. 

** In the year 1721, he declared himself Emperor of all the 
Russias; and on his death, in 1729, the world added, and pre- \ 
served to his memory, tlie posthumous title of " The Great." 

*' From the year 1729 to 1762, although Russia, under six 
sovereigns, some of whose reigns were short and tragical, pro- 
ceeded in the attainment of internal strength, solidity, and trade ; 
although in the reign of Elizabeth, she had connected herself with 
England, and acquired a military character, still she had not taken 
her station as a great European power, 

" When Catherine the Second mounted the throne, only twenty^ 
two millions of people paid her homage. 

" During her reign of thirty-three years, according to the best 
authorities of the time, the number was augmented to nearly thirty^ 
six millions by acquisition, and natural increase of population/^ 
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The provinces wrested from Sweden by the dis- 
astrous wars that were ended by the treaties of 
Abo and Nystadt, gave Russia the command of 
the Baltic, and of an invaluable source of com- 
mercial prosperity. Gustavus knew the vast am- 
bition of Catherine the Second ; he envied her 
magnificence, and dreaded her power. If she 
usurped the throne of her husband, (Peter the 
Third,) she inherited the spirit of Peter the First, 
treading in the path which that noble savage 
had marked out. When Catherine beard of the 
revolution of 1772, being accomplished, she was 
at once astonished and grieved. The nobles and 
courtiers who were in her pay, had not prepared 
her mind for such a result. But when informed 
of the extreme magnificence of Gustavus, and 
that in point of ceremony he equalled the court 
of Versailles ; and in splendor emulated, if not 

^' Alexander commenced his reign in the year 1800, over thirty- 
six millions of people : — 

^^ The acquisitions of' his predecessors hsd been enormous; but 
they had not yet completed the line of frontier. 

^^ The guns of the Swedes could be heard m Petersburgh. Den- 
mark and Sweden had considerable navies. 

^^ Aland covered the Swedish coasts from insult or sudden inva^ 
sion, when the gulph of Bothnia might be frozen ; and Sveahorg 
commanded the navigation of the mouth of the gulph of Finland. 

^^ When Alexander came to the throne, thirtxj'six millions of 
people acknowledged his authority ; hut at this day (1817) byin- 
lerease and acquisition, there cannot be less, at the lowest caleu- 
lation, than forty-two millions; and not of Asiatic houselets 
hordes, wandering in deserts, but chiefly of £aropeans.'*^^pp. 11^, 
U7, mtol38, 
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eclipsed, every other throne in Europe, she wa* 
secretly pleased, not doubting but his love of 
pageantry would soon disgust his subjects, and 
probably enable the nobility to reuew those fetters 
that were so suddenly snapped asunder. Com* 
pared with the pecimiary resources of Catherine^ 
Gustavus the Third was an indigent prince. The 
prince Potemkin, and perhaps several other of 
her favorites, and first-rate nobles, possessed a, 
revenue far exceeding the entire income allotted 
for the support of the whole of the royal family 
of Sweden. It was therefore with real pleasure 
that Catherine heard of the magnificence that pre^ 
railed at the court of Gustavus ; and on more 
than one occasion she derided his pigmy efibrts^^ 
calling him by coarse and insulting epithets, of 
which the least offensive were> '^ the little king;* 
and, *' the amateur player of' Stockholm.^^ 

Amongst crowned heads, occurrences, trivial 
as these, have sometimes had powerful influence 
on the destinies of nations. The sarcasms- of 
Catherine, perhaps with additions and embellish- 
ments, were reported to Gustavus, who suffered 
them to make too deep an impression on his mind : 
from this period a strong feeling of personal en- 
mity was blended with the hostility of Gustavus 
to the politics of the empress Catherine the 
Second. 

The king exerted himself with inconceivable 
activity to place his army and navy on a formi- 
dable footing, for he aspired to the maritime 
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«overeignty of the Baltic. When Gusitavushad any 
great object i» view, he was seldom very nice 
regarding the means of attainment. His uncle, 
Frederick of Prussia, accused him of intending to 
burn the Danish royal navy by incendiaries, hired 
for that purpose : perhaps he also intended to 
treat the Russians in the same way. Gustavus 
secretly determined to make a sudden irruption 
into the Russian territories the first favorable 
opportunity, made as great exertions to build a 
formidable navy, as if all Sweden were an island, 
whose safety, like that of Great Britain, depended 
upon her fleet. The works begun by Gustavus at 
Carlscrona,* were of stupendous magnitude ; the 

* Carlscrona, the capital of the province of Bleklng, 
and the residence of the governor, is situated upon the 
shore of the Baltic sea, an(i built upon a large insulated 
rock. The road to it is over two other islands, which are 
joined to the main-land by three large bridges, and contain 
two suburbs of considerable size, but dirty and ill-built, 
being inhabited only by the lower sort of people. The 
city takes its name from its founder, Charles the Eleventh 

" I was conducted by an officer, who had been in our 
service, under Mr. Dedel, to the port. This is very large 
and convenient, being almost surrounded with docks, and 
having a long bridge, on the two sides of which vessels, not 
in use, are kept at moorings. I reckoned here twenty- 
eight vessels of the line, and frigates, amongst which were 
one of 100 guns, one of 96, one of 84, two of 74, and se- 
veral of 60 and 60 giins. The whole fleet, including five 
vessels now equipping, consists of thirty-seven vessels of 
the line, and nine frigates. The five vessels thus fitting 
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cacpeose far exceeding the value of any possible 
benefit that could rdttonally be expected. They 
were calculated to strike every spectator with 
aottzement ; and to immortalise the name of the 
royal founder, rather than prove of utility com- 
Baensurate with the prodigious disbursement they 




ottt, mnd four olhersj which were m the water, but im- 
!, w^re hmU in the course of four years* There 
spreral upou ihe stocks, either wholly, or almost m 
iketelon ; and I wa^ shewn one of these vessels, which was 
eoastructed io six weeks, all the parts haTing been prepared 
berorehaDd, The plan of reviving and increasing the 
liaTal force was concerted about four years ago; one part 
of 1188 was spent in preparing and collecting the mate- 
rials, and in 1783 they began to build. It is intended to 
biiikl four veiseb annnaUy^ till the fleet shall be restored 
to a respectable situation ; and, to defray the ejipences of 
thi^ plaHi the king has suspended the execution of half the 
tiTtrks at the new dock. These works are, indeed, stu^ 
pendou5, and exceeded all the bigh-wTougbt expectations 
which I had conceived from the accounts given of them. 
Twenty-nine years have been already spent in forming 
thein, and they yet want much of completion. At the eur 
trance is a bason hollowed in the rock, of about fifty feet in 
depth, and surrounded by quays of free-stone, at whicli 
four men of war may at the same time receive or dis^ 
charge their stores. From Ihig bason, canals of communis 
eation are formed, that, by means of large locks, afford a 
passage for each vessel into its own dock, of which there 
are twenty for ships of the line, and ten for frigates. 

" One of these separate docks, with its canal and lock, 
if entirely finished. The bottom is composed of free-stone, 
joined and cemented with pouzzolanei a sort of cement* 
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occasioned. It-is difficult to convey an adequate 
idea of the immense labour expended on the 
4ocks at Carlscrona. If the London or Liverpool 
docks had been excavated out of rocks of granite, 
the enterprise had not been as difficult for Eng- 
land to perform, as those at Carlscrona were for 

brought for that purpose from Italy, and laid in a bed, 
which has been hollowed in the rock, exactly of the shape 
of a ship's keel. Along the whole length of this dock, they 
have contrived galleries of stone, by means of which they 
erect the beams or scaffoldings, when the vessels is ren- 
dered entirely dry, in order to be repaired. The walls 
which support the roofs and separate the docks from each 
other, are formed of ibe same free-stone and cement, and 
are at least of the thickness of twenty feet up to the height 
of the vessel's upper deck. There platforms are con- 
structed for the reception of the guns of each vessel, which 
are delivered and received through large arched openings 
communicating with the platform, and with the inside of 
the. dock. 

" The roof is of timber, plated on the outside with iron, 
and so contrived as to bear all the levers used in loading 
and unloading the vessel. When the dock is to be ren- 
dered perfectly dry, the water is suffered to run through a 
vent in the bottom, which they open by a machine pre- 
pared for that purpose; it is then received in a bason 
hollowed immediately under the dock, and from thence 
is forced, by means of a windmill, into the other bason 
before-mentioned. 

" These covered lodges, when the plan is perfected, will 
form a large semi-circle; but the second is yet unfinished, 
and, from the immense expences of the undertaking, it 
seems doubtful whether the whole number will ever be 
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^1 Sweden, The Swedish engineers, Polheim aiid 

^H Thunberg, although their talents have been much 

^V under-rated fay careless or superficial British- 

^H taurists, were men of vast genius and pro- 

^^ found science, and the first projectors of thesfe 

i works. The nation was, in a manner, impo- 

completed. At present they are chiefly employed upon 
the improvement of the ancient dock, which will, pro- 
bably, be not less useful than the new one. Indeed, it is 
by BO means certain, that vessels can he preserved by this 
method longer than by those now In use; and, even if this 
is admitted, it will still remain to be enquired, bow far the 
millioos expended in forming the docks, sluices, batons, 
and canals, are likely to be repaid by the savings pro- 
posed. 

'* This new dock was begun in the late reign, upon a 
plan suggested by one Thunberg, now a very old man, 
who has the direction of the vrorks constructing upon the 
Gothe A If, The ancient dock, which is a sort of canal of 
350 feet m length and 30 in depth, w^as hollowed in the 
rock, and entirely completed between the years 1715 and 
1724. It was planned by Polheim, and is situated between 
the port and the new dock, communicating, on one side, 
w^ith the dock-yard and port, andj on the other, with the 
sea, by means of two canals of such size as to admit the 
passage of first-rate men of war. Both canals are ea- 
closed by very large flood-gates, and before that which 
opens towards the sea, they have placed a moveable dam 
of very ingenious construction, in order to protect the 
sluice from the violence of the waves. When a vessel has 
entered the dock, in order to be caulked, they shut the 
gates, place the dam before them, and an immense pump 
is put in motion, either by men, or horses, which in twelve 
hours renders the dock entirely dry. * • ^ 
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verished by the expense : the king, however, 
persevered, and at the time of making war oa 
Russia, he had created a navy too powerful for 
Sweden to be long able to maintain, yet totally 
inadequate to the attainment of the sovereignty 
of the Baltic, a shallow sea, unsafe for large 
ships, and shut up by ice several months every 
year. The genius of Gustavus gave birth to the 
largest navy Sweden ever possessed, which was 
soon after destroyed by his inexperience and pre- 
sumption, in the bay of Wiborg, 

This m«^gnificent and enterprising prince un^ 
dertook another work, equal in magnitude and 
expense, but of a far higher order in point ' of 
national importance, in completing the fortress 
and the naval docks, built upon, or rather exca- 
vated in, the granite islands -that cover the en- 
trance to a large bay near Helsingfors, in the gulph 
of Finland. His object in this was of a two-fold 
nature, /. e. to protect Sweden from invasion on 
the side of Russia by land or sea ; and to facili- 
tate an invasion of that country by the Swedish 
fleet or army. 

" The port of Carlscrona, which is very deep, and easy 
of entrance, is capable of containing an hundred ships of 
th^ line. It is defended by two strong forts, whose fires 
cross each other, and are undoubtedly able to sink any 
fleet that should attempt to -force a passage. They are 
both built upon rocks in the sea ; the one called Kongs* 
holm (King's Island) the other Drotnings-kiar or Queen's 
Rock. — Vide Journey through Sweden, p. 148, &c. 



336 OUSTAVf S THE THIBD, 

When Sweden was compelled to cede a can- 
•idefable portioQ of Finland to Russia, it became 
to canstnict new fortresses to protect 
Asl reiBamed. The Swedish ge> 
cagiaeers represeoted a cluster of 
i tkat stretch across the entrance from 
to the shore near Helsingfors* 
■Oil €%ibie for the scite of a new 
tb« fooDfttion of a secure haven for 
BAvy. General Ehrensward had the 
of this enterprise, and the works 
in 1748- The plan of the 
was highly approved: it was 
_ i e. the Safeguard of Swedea, 
pmioi down to the year 1775, upwards 
E of dollars were expended, and still 
the w^jrts wwe incomplete ♦ jt -_ , ^ _ _ 

• TW §oQ0^iag description of Sveaborg is extracted 
§ivm Ar Tl ^ of Mr. Coxe^ in Sweden, toL 4, p. 15, 

^ B«I«B^ of the most curious and important fortresses 
^ tht Sw«d^ domioioiis, is Sveaborg, situated near 



« SrvM iriftnds, lying within the circumference of 
t§mi mife> compose this fortress, — namely, Langam, the 
^g^jptsi to Helsingforsj is 600 feet in length and 500 in 
^iMdtb^ Wiistra Swarto, S. E. of LaDgdrn, is 1400 feet 
m length* and 800 in breadth. — ^Little Ostra Swarto, 
iBO ^H square ; Stora Ostra Swarto^ 3000 feet in leagtb, 
^^ 1600 in breadth; Warg^n, lying in the centre, 
JI0I) leet m lengthy and 2000 in breadth : it is the 
g^iQ^iMi island, and contains Che governor's hoose. 
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When Gustavus the Third visited Sveaborg, 
being struck with the advantages of its local situ*^ 
ation, he determined to improve upon the ori* 
ginal plan, so far as to be considered as the 
second founder. Secretly bent on war, under 
the specious mask of defensive preparations, he 

Sixth, Gustafsvard, S. E. of Wargon, 1600 feet in length, 
Und 1200 in breadth.— Seventh, Skantz Landet * S. of 
Gustafsvftrd, an island as big as* both Watgdn and Stora 
Ostra SwartOn, but of which only 600 feet are to be for* 
tified. ■ 

*' The works are really stupendous, and worthy of the 
ancient Romans. The walls are chiefly of hewn granite, 
covered with earth, from six to ten feet thick, and in A 
few places not less than 48 feet high. The batteries^, 
"which begin upon a level with the water, dnd rise in tiers 
one above another in all directions, commanding the only 
channel through which large vessels can' sail to Helsinf- 
fors, render the passage of an enemy's fleet extremely 
dangerous, if not impracticable. 

" In Wargdn is a dry dock, capable of containing 
eleven or twelve frigates, hollowed in the solid rock 800 
feet long, 200 broad, and 14 deep.t It is divided intb 

* The orthography of Mr. Coxe, in Swedish proper names, is in 
general erroneous : the names of the islands on which the celebrated 
fortress Sveaborg was constructed, were copied from a map of Hel- 
singfors, laid down by N. G. Winning, and engraved by H. 
Akerland and E. Persohne, 1808. In this map there is no men- 
tion of such an island as Shantz Landets ;— probably Mr'. Coxe meant 
Bockholmen : according to the scale laid down in the above named 
map, it is probable that Mr. Coxe is wrong in the dimensions given 
to those islands. 

t This depth is certainly too shallow ; although Swedish frigate^ 
are smaller, and draw less water than British. 

z 
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xesolved there to accumulate such vdba* ihilitar/ma- 
ipazines as should, at any favorable moment^ admii 
of a sudden and formidable invadioa of Ruseiat 
carrying his anticipations so far as the capture of 
Petersburg, the destruction of the Russian ]tiariiie> 
and transporting to Stockholm, as a trophy of 

three equal parts by two brick walls, wbicli run lengthy 
ways ; each part will contain four frigates, and may be 
closed with sluice gates, so that each vessel lies sepay 
rately from the other. The whole is covered with f 
wooden pent-house roof, in order to preserve the frigates 
from the rain : this bason contained eleven frigates* At 
one extremity of this dock is a bason 200 feet square, 
closed at each end with sluice gates, which serves for th« 
entrance and exit of the frigates, and likewise for repadr- 
ing and building ships. At the other end another basoi^ 
was finished, of the same dimensions, for a man of war, 
which may likewise serve for the passage of the frigates^ 
whenever the other is employed in repairing or building 
of ships. The magazines for the stores and artillery are 
built on the edge of the water, which is of sufficient 
depth to admit each vessel close to the quay, to be 
equipped without trouble. There is an excellent port for 
seventy sail of the line, and a sfaall harbour, no less 
«ecure, for ten frigates. 

The garrison^ in October 1784, consisted of -390 
soldiers and 600 marines ; but when the whole fortifioa* 
tions are completed, will require 12,000 men. Foribt 
purpose of building and fitting out ships at Sveaborg, ibf 
Swedes procure oak from Gothland; part of the flax 
from Finland; hemp and masts from Riga. Such, in 
October 1784, was the state of Sveaborg; a fortress 
which, even in its present unfinished state, will be 



Yictoi;y, the magnificent equestrian statue of Peter 
the Gre$^t, that Catherine the Second had com^ 
manded FalcQnet tQ prepare for the decora,tion of 
her residence I Such \yere the flattering visions ip 
^vhich the ambitious Gijstayus indulged : nor was 
Catherine a passive spectator of his conduct. That 
gres^t woman penetrated his real views; and filled^ 
not alone his metropolis, but his court, with her 
secret agents. She chiefly depended upon the in- 
digent nobility and officers of Finland. The result 
shewed, at the critical moment of peril, how wefl 
she was obeyed by those mercenary and restless 
chiefs. That venal and rapacious oligarchy, whose 
criminal conduct reduced* Sweden to a state that 
afforded Gustavus the Third an opportunity of esta- 
blishing, if he had pleased, despotism by law; had 
greatly neglected the Swedish army and navy. 
They were loudly and generally accused by the 
nation, of having appropriated to their own use, 
and distributed amongst their partisans, the rever 
nue of Sweden. Gustavus took care to convince 
,his people qf the dilapidated state in which he 
found the army,, navy, and fortresses; and he 
zealously strove to supply every thing that ^as 
wanting to effect their restoration. He^distribute4 
clothing, tents, and new musquets to ^ach regi- 
ment; the fortresses were all put into a state of 

capable of harassing the Russians m case of war; and 
which, should it be completed, may justly be called the 
Gibraltar of the north.'' > 

z 2 



/L 



340 OUSTAVUS THE THIRD. 

defence, and furnished with artillery. A new 
manual exercise was introduced, in which tfa^ 
troops were manceuvred by Gustavus in person. 
He suppressed the sale of military offices and com- 
missions: increased the pay of the officers; and 
introduced such regulations as secured them, at 
the age of fifty, the means of retiring on full pay 
for the rest of their lives. 

Gustavus made frequent joumies through dif- 
ferent provinces, that he might, from personal 
observation, judge of the real state of trade, 
manufactures, agriculture, and. the interior police. 
In one of these tours through Nerike, the most 
beautiful and picturesque province of Swfeden, the 
king acquired great popularity by the dismissal 
of the governor, on a charge of malversation. The 
seneschal, and the treasurer of Dalecarlia, were 
also dismissed : but that example which produced 
the most powerful impression, was the sentence 
pronounced by Gustavus upon the principal cpurt 
of justice held at Jonkoping, the capital of 0/|strJf- /^ 
Gotland. The accused were obliged to appear 
in person at Stockholm: tlie cause was plqaded 
publicly before the king, who said, in his opening 
speech, " f have delivered you from an oppression 
that rendered all justice venal. I have made laws 
for securing the rights of the poorest of my sub- 
jects, and those laws have been violated. I owe 
an example of justice to posterity.'*- — Four members 
of the high tribunal of Jonkoping, having been 
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found guilty, were dismissed from their oflSceS/ 
and several others were suspended from the exer- 
cise of their judicial functions. 

These acts are really an honor to Gustavus ; as 
was also his relieving the farmers (who were then^ 
as at present, generally very indigent) from the 
oppressive burthen of supplying post and courier 
horses gratis for the use of the king and royal family. 
He took an exact census of the people ; and used 
his utmost efforts to increase the population of 
Sweden, by encouraging strangers, ps^rticularly 
mechanics, and artists in metal, to settle in his 
kingdom ; and by striving to induce those Swedes 
to return, whp had already emigrated to foreign 
Jands. 

, So accomplished a gentleman was Gustavus, 
that there was scarcely a professor of literature, 
or any of the liberal or elegant arts, but he was 
able to excel, each in his own peculiar study. 
He was spoken of as a prodigy of talent; a 
Maecenas in liberality : which, joined to the mag- 
nificence of his court, attracted crowds of painters^ 
poets, musicians, theatrical dressers, dancers, &c. 
Those who possessed very superior merit were 
retained ; and all who . greatly excelled, were 
munificently rewarded. In the distribution of 
Jiis patronage, he betrayed the selfishness of his 
motives: he spared no expense to gratify his 
love of pageantry : the superb spectacles with 
which he treated the inhabitants of Stockholm, 
jerved to ingratiate him with the most elegant Qf 
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At fcr sex, as well as the vulgar populace. It also 
attneted imbtie attention frt>ni the silent but rapid 
progress he was making towards the establishmeiit 
of a noittn^ieal despotism. Nor was he ignorant 
thfti fro» his own stiperior taste and tnatch- 
lc9S elifiJice^ be should be looked upon as the 
greftt presidiiig genius that gave the first design, 
ml tile last finish, to eiery thing that was super^ 
IsttrdT eJieellent- Whilst the treasures wrung 
Irmi an indigent nation were thus profusely la* 
TJwfcrd on the votaries of the fine arts, few indeed 
were the geometriciMts, astronomers, chemists, 
mineralogists, or engineers, whom he liberally 
eocoiuraged. His court was filled with soft and 
effendnate courtiers, generally devoid of principle, 
wImwd he had selected and advanced, in many m- 
^t^nce^, from obscure stations. Gustavus was 
himself an elegant and witty dramatic writer. He 
would have made, perhaps, the best actor in 
Sweden, and incomparably the first of manstgers. 
He introduced and patronised the Swedish opera. 
The scenery was equal, if not superior, to aiay k 
Europe. It was designed and executed under his 
personal inspection ; for he was coinpetent to in- 
struct the first masters. The dresses displayed 
equal taste and splendor : Gustavus drew de^ 
signs for the costumes. Before his classic 
eye, all anomalies vanished : the actors and ac- 
tresses became kings and queens. The dra^ 
niatic amateurs of France and Italy, wiere forced 
to own that the elegance and grandeur of thek 
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drama, was equalled, if not outdone, in a 
iKjrthera metropolis, where it was least to have 
been expected. If any stranger had seen the 
king engaged with theatrical dancers, singers, and 
dressers, he would have thought the king was so ab- 
sorbed by those pursuits, he could have neither 
time nor inclination for higher objects. After 
instructing the performers, Gustavus would re- 
turn to his palace, perhaps, to meet an arch- 
bishop, and confer concerning a new version of the 
bible; to receive an engineer, relative to the works 
at Carlscrona, Sveaborg, or Trollhatta; to dis- 
course with and encourage manufacturers of the 
coarsest and the finest wares, who generally went 
away pleased and astonished at a man that seemed 
to understand the secrets of their trade equally 
well with themselves, and able to elucidate the 
most abstruse points of every subject that was 
connected with their various occupations* He 
studied the prejudices of the peasantry of every 
province : and when any one felt him^;elf deeply 
injured by the judges or officers of the crown, if 
the individual repaired to courts the king would pa- 
tiently listen to his complaint ; and if Gustavus 
saw he was likely to gain great applause, he 
seldom hesitated to dismiss a judge or an officer 
for whom he cared but little ; or against whom he 
might entertain a private pique. 

Gustavus would often assist in person at the 
academy of sciences : on which occasions he threw 
into his manners so great a degree of deference and 
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gravity that he appeared like a tyro receiving in- 
struction from sage masters, rather than a sovereign : 
by this artful demeanor he ruled, as he pleased, the 
academy, of which he became the idoL To pro- 
cure greater eclaty he often sent questions under 
a fictitious signature, that led to some new dis- 
covery in science, or improvement in agriculture. 
The pedestrian bronze statue of Gustavus Vasa, 
the great founder of the Gustavian line; and the 
colossal equestrian statue of Gustavus Adolphus,^ 
are monuments worthy of the heroes to whose glory 
they were consecrated, and of the magnific«at 
prince in whose reign they were erected. They are 
equally fine as the statues of Charles the Firsrt 

* Archeveque did not live to finish this superb statue : it was 
completed by his great pupil, Sir John Tobias Sergei, K. P. S. This 
great favorite of the Swedes, is represented in complete armour, ex- 
cepting the head, which is encircled with laurel ; his right hand holds 
a truncheon pointing downwards : the king is gracefully seated on 
the horse (a likeness of his favorite charger), and the animal has 
•great spirit. The following are the dimensions: height, from the 
bottom of the pedestal to the top of the hero's head, forty feet ; 
from the bottom of the horse's feet to the top of the hero's Iiead, 
eighteen feet ; height of the hero, if standing, fourteen feet ; 
length of the horse, from the head to the crupper, ten feeU The 
pedestal, which is of marble, laid on blocks of grey polished granite, 
is otnamented with medallions of his favorite generals." Vide Mr. 
Coxe, Vol. 4. p. 73. In a note to p. 70, is a quotation from the 
Voyage de deux Fran^ois^ wherein mention is made of a statue 
of Gustavus's minister, Oxenstjem, of nine feet high, placed under 
the equestrian hero. It has never been cast /. This glaritig 
Wunder has been since copied by Sir John Carr, who, having seen 
'this noble work of art, ought to have avoided a mistake so obvious. 
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and James the Second, in London. The king him- 
self furnished the design for the medal struck in 
memory of Sir Charles Linn6 : on one side was 
the bust of that great naturalist; on the obverse, 
a figure ofCybele, in a mournfiil attitude, sur- 
rounded by attributes of the mineral, vegetable* 
and animal kingdom : the inscriptions, " Deam 
Indus angit amissi;^ — and on the exergue, " Post 
Obitumy a. d. January, 1778. Rege JubenieJ" 
Gustavus attended the next meeting of the aca- 
demy of sciences ; in vsrhich the eloquent and grace^ 
ful king delivered an impressive oration in com- 
memoration of the illustrious dead. In a speech 
from the throne, addressed to the diet of 1778, he 
lamented the irreparable loss that Sweden had 
recently sustained: yet this same monarch suf- 
fered the Linnaean collection to be purchased by a 
private foreigner, and taken to England ! Giistavus 
could have prevented the sale of that invaluable 
.and national treasure, if he had pleased; and the 
irreparable loss sustained by Sweden, is alone im- 
putable to his neglect, if not to his parsimony and 
indifference, as to matters of scientific pursuit. 

As soon as he began to reign, Gustavus com- 
menced embellishing his metropolis : and if he had 
lived to complete the edifices planned by himself 
and his favorite architect Desprez, he might 
have rendered Stockholm equal to Petersburg ip 
magnificence; and far superior, as to the classical 
chastity and elegance of the architectural decora- 
tions : buthis unfortunate subjects, whose property. 
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seized by rapacious tax-gatherers, paid for aU 
these embellishments, would have beeu drained 
of their last dollar ; and the laboring peasant^ 
alike destitute of employment and food, have bee& 
left to perish of famine. Thus boundless was 
the love of magnificence in a callous, unfeeling 
prince, who preferred such costly gratifications 
to the prosperity of his people. 

Fifty thousand dollars were expended on a 
tournament held in 1776, at the royal palace at 
£kolsund.^ It was as magnificent as regal wealth 

^ Ekolsund,or Ekholmsund, as it is sometimes spelt, is 
fdtuated about forty-three miles north of Stockholm, on an 
arm of the great lake called M&laren. It tvas for many 
centuries one of the crown estates, and a royal residence. 
The palace occasionally inhabited by Gustavus, was never 
finished. Its situation is most delightful ; and its boun- 
daries, in lakes, forests, and cultivated lands, included 
nearly, or quite, forty square miles. Being more than 
commonly pressed for money, Gustavus sold this fine estate 
•to Sir Alexander S *♦****, from whom it has descended 
Iq his heir at law, the .present owner of that name, resident 
in North Britain. 

To the antiquarian this is hallowed ground : a greater 
number of rude sepulchral monuments, called runic stones, 
mostly of a date more remote than the eleventh century, 
being seen here, and at Lislena, than perhaps at any 
other spot in Sweden. Two of those tomb-stones, 
of an unusually large size, and elaborately wrought, -Me 
«et up, one on either side of the avenue leading from the 
main road to the palace. They are supposed to b^ ex- 
tremely ancient, and are remarkably well wrought. 
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amd " exquisite taiste could render it In the 
qharacter of a foreign knight, Gustavus affirmed 
** That love is more lively and more perpianent in tht 
hearts of those that latest beccime subjected to its ifn- 
fiuence^ It is almost superfluous to say, that 
the king was Tietorious : for what courtier would 

• ' The Sir Alexander S ******, to whom Gustavus the 
Third alienated this fine estate, was a very singular cha- 
racter, whose life was marked by striking vicissitudes* 
He was by birth a North Briton, and was an elderly man at 
the time of the revolution of 1772. He acquired ai^ 
ample fortune by commerce in Stockholm ; but sudden 
^d heavy losses falling upon him, he was ruined in every 
thing, except his character. As that was untainted, a 
few wealthy merchants subscribed a sum, that enabled 
him to begin the world anew. He was so prosperous^ 
that he became richer than ever. As his years and wealth 
increased, he became so extremely penurious, as to be- 
grilidge himdelf the commonest necessaries of life. He 
was even in the habit of pUfering sugar and biscuits 
frdm tiie public coffee-houses he frequented ; and perhaps, 
at his death, his greatest trouble Was, that he could not 
^ke his adored riches with him to another world. 

M. P, Hambr6, Esq. a gentleman weU-known in 
^Stockholm, was in 1808, owner of the hotel in Paul's- 
^atan (street) that formerly belonged to the states gene- 
ral of Holland, and was inhabited by their minister at the 
court of Stockholm. This gentleman married a relation 
of Sir Alexander S******'s, and had the management of 
the estates of Ekolsund, by whom some of the preceding 
.particulars were communicated to the author. Mr. Hambr^ 
was distinguished by talents, learning, and patriotism. 
The feudal system, to which he was an enemy, prevails at 
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dare to snatch Uie prize from his royal masters 
hmid ? But bad they been ever so well inclined, it 
is exceedingly probable he would still have been 
the Tic tor. The celebrated Major Muncke, whose 
DMfte occurs in the secret history of the court of 
Bcmnark.* won the prize in the caroussd* 

tday io Sweden, almost hi the same degree that 
H 4kA m eetxtmy mce in the Highlands of Scotland^ 
Hn Ha&bf^ n^cssed the Dumeroas peasantry who lived 
^m Ihr lisds of EliioI^Qd, from personal services, and 
Em the same tind oflea.'^es as in Eogkad, 
OKftSter of his time and resources. 
Tbe 9«Chod of cohitatiBg large estates in Sweden i^ 
% ItttMg pOflMu of land to laboring farmers ; giving 
Amm s uiHtiiii qaaBUty of seed -com, and live and dead 
' or occupier taking ia^return, on a Umited 
r«f dftT^ m tfae year, the labor of the farmer and 
ftS hm fiunUv, korses; carls, i&c. A mode that was ob- 
ji«<^oiiable ia many ways, but principally because thai 
ibe v^issal was forced at all times to attend to his master's 
redeems, to the frequent injury, and even ruin of his 
owa. Another method was to hire stott drangarne, i. e, 
Tksualled servants. Those are usually placed in a house 
bv themselves ; have a stated quantity of provisions given 
them : and a female drudge to cook their food. A third 
Miethod is to employ torparers^ i. e. villagers, to whom a 
5«i;»H piece of land, a cow, and a fixed quantity of com, 
Ac* i^ giv«i, exclusive of a small daily pay. The wages 
^ef^ low ; but with all its defects, this mode secures the 
pi.M>r a decent subsistence; and is, therefore, worthy of 
^oiisideratiou at a moment when so large a proportion <rf 

• Vide p. 39 and 43. 
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' Whilst Gustavus thus indulged his taste for , 
excessive splendor ; he endeavored to jSuppresS,by 
sumptuary laws, that spirit of luxury, which, in- 
fecting the trading classes, called, as he thought, for 
the pruning knife* Instead of setting the example of 
economy and retrenchment, where the vice itself 

(he laborers in Great Britain and Ireland are sufifering 
the extreme of want in the midst of surrounding plenty. 

Some time subsequently, the owner of this vast estate, 
let the whole of it to a Scotch gentleman^ named Dundas, 
who came with his wife and family to settle in this beautiful 
but seclnded spot. Mr. Dundas was ennobled by Gustavus 
the Fourth,* Adolphus, in the spring of 1808: soon after 
which, unhappily for his future peace, he removed his 
family from Ekolsund, and returned to Scotland. 

The system introduced by Mr. Hambr6 at Ekolsund, 
proved injurious to Mr. Dundas, who was looked on with 
envy both as a monopoliser of laiid, and a foreigner. 
And the peasants being released from annual servitude, 
went where they pleased to look for work, and he had 
very great difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of 
laborers, particularly in seed time and to get in his hay 
end corn harvests. 

Mr. Dundas communicated to the author many inte* 
resting paKiculars respecting the vicinity of Ekolsund. 
The Malaren, (the archipelago of Sweden,) extends from 
the island of Aland to Atboga ; and is studded with 

♦ To this unfortunate prince, the merit is due of having endea- 
voured to improve the condition of the peasants ; and in all inclo- 
«ures of common pusture heaths j he compelled theinclosers to 
allot a certain portion, for cyer, to each cottage, which the 
wealthier proprietors were bound to enable the possessor to cultivate. 
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had origiaated, he taught the theory of ecoiiomy, 
and persevered in the practice of all his former 
profusion I He introduced a national dreas for each 
of the four orders of the state.* The court ladies 
in the new costume, were laughed at and lam- 
pooned : the Countess Hopken, one of the most 
beautiful and elegant women in Sweden, compared 

innumerable islands, mostly covered with ever-greens, 
continually presenting objects really picturesque. Mr. 
D*s opinion was, that the water had formerly flowed much 
higher than at present* He said that in rocks that are 
now clad with trees, and some distance from the Malar, 
there have been found vast and massive iron staples and 
rings inserted, that appeared as if meant to serve as 
moorings to vessels. He also mentioned several cylin- 
drical holes, excavated by the ancient inhabitants in the 
granite rocks ; for which no specific use could be conjec- 
tured, except for grinding corn, before mills were invented. 

The following anecdotes were related ta the author* 
relative to Gustavus the Third and Ekolsnnd, viz, — 

^^ As the king was giving directions to a favorite 
gardener, his majesty complained of the flowers being 
plucked and the grass plots tumbled ; saying, * You 
should keep the lacqueys and kitchen girls out of this 
garden, as they, I suppose, are the offenders.' — * Pardon 
me, gracious king,' said the gardener, ^ those are not 
the guUty persons ;' as I am able to keep t/iejn away 
myself/ Suspecting the truth, with a smile of good nature 
beaming on his expressive features, Gustavus said— 
* Well, if you thiuk so, pray tell me whom do you suspect V 
— * Your own gay courtiers, my king : it is the gall^t 
knights and fair ladies, who are so fond of this retired 

* It waa partially in use in 1808. 
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diefti, decked in red ribbons and red trimmings, 
to boiled lobsters /* This affair furnished Gustavuft 
with employment for two or three years ; which 
he might have accomplished in as many months,: 
if he had begun by introducing retrenchment and 
economy into his own court ' 

At this period the citizens of Stockholm^ 
ad they took their breakfasts, frequently la- 
mmted the extravagant habits of their king» 
and foreboded bankruptcy and insurrection aa 
thd ultimate result About noon, a royal page 
arrived wit^ tickets, inciting the grumbling 
husbands, and their wives and daughters, to be 
present at some new and superb spectacle. In 
mi instant, the females, all in extacy, lauded the 
fine spirit of their gallant and accomplished king I 
they must, to be sure, appear like somebody on 

spot ; and as long as your majesty^s court remains here, 
tkt roses will be plucked, and the grass too much pressed/ 
At the time of this festival, the queen, the duchess, 
•ed ^ number of the nobility, were in the drawing room^ 
standing near the windows, when a huge elk, his lofty 
antlers borne high above the water, was seen swimming 
across the Jake. The queen asked what it was, and some 
one said an elk, that had been hunted. When the young 
duchess, with a playful smile, said, ** OA, no ! your maj€!sty, 
itis no elky — it is Admiral , bathing! — It may 

aot, perhaps, be necessary to add, that the admiral al- 
luded to, was generally considered as a notorious cornuto. 

* Vide Characters and Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden. 
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guch an occasian. Thus was extravagance and 
diisipation mtroduced into the bosom of private 
EsuQilies, to the total exclusioo of that frugality so 
i^roDfly recommended* Gustavus knew the cha- 
racter of erenr person of any note in Stockholm; 
he studied that of their wives and danghters ; aad 
art folly paid particular attention to those females 
whose husbands and fathers were most averse to 
his erratic career: by which means, if he caused 
domestic dissension, he partially neutralised 
public discontent ; having a great majority of the 
ladies always on his side ! Such was the influ- 
ence of his graceful demeanor, insinuating ad- 
dress, and almost magic eloquence, that it is not 
at all singular he should in a manner fascinate 
every person whose good will he was desirous of 
altainiag- 

His ardent mind and fertile genius acted as 
a perpetual impetus to things that were new, 
grand, and out of the common track : thence 
resulted a constant succession of magnificent f^tes, 
spectacles, ballets, tournaments, and national 
operas of the most splendid and imposing kind, 
the latter not unfrequently of his own composition^ 

It was really a calamity to mankind that this 
wonderful man was born the next heir to a throne. 
Had his station been less elevated, and his edu- 
cation equally good,— and if he had cultivated 
his genius with equal assiduity, ^ — he might have 
Ibrmed a human prodig}^ in genius, acquirements, 
and morals, equal to the admirajsle CsicaTON! 
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But in the character and fate of this monarch, 
the well-known maxims are strongly exemplified, 
that an exalted station is not significant of hap- 
piness, nor always calculated to win the esteem 
of surrounding attendants ; whilst, if the same in- 
dividual had been bom in a lower rank, all had 
been successful about him, and pleasant within- 
him. 
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